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RICH IN HONORS. a 


Of a good many men when they die about all that 
is said of them is that they left so many millions of dol- 
lars amd that their possessions were thus and so. How 
much better it is to have it said of one who has departed 
that he was a good man and that he left a host of friends 
who loved him and who mourned his loss! Money is not 
to be despised but its accumulation is not the highest 
ambition nor does the amount of it properly n.easure 
character. There is no better legacy that a man can 
leave his children or the world than the memory of 
good deeds done, of kindliness, of charity, of broad good- 
fellowship. 

There died in Chicago last week a man who was a 
notable example of success in making friends, in bene- 
fiting those whom he met, in laying up the sort of riches 
which are most to be prized. 
way a!so, but to do so was no part of his ambitions and 


He made money in a modest 


he was too generous, too ready to divide 
what. he had with his friends or with those 
But 


from 


in need to accumulate much wealth. 
his funeral was attended by men 
every walk of life, men of high position 
and low, the rich and the poor; and those 
who attended the body to its last resting 
place were men eminent in the business 
life of the west. Few have had higher 
last honors paid them than were gladly 
bestowed upon him. Not only were there 
these formal tributes, but there 
heartfelt sorrow expressed by multitudes 
of people who had known and loved him 
for what he was and what he had done. 

This man was Alfred J. Cross, contract- 
ing freight agent of the Chicago, Burling- 
ton & Quincy railroad, who died Thursday, 
February 28, at his residence in Riverside, 
Ill, a suburb of Chicago, Mr. Cross was 
born in Keeseville, N. Y., September 10, 
1833. His father, who was from New 
Hampshire, early moved into New York 
state and the family lived also in Owego 
and Binghamton. Mr, Cross was married 
in Hamilton, N. Y., in 1853, to Miss Fran- 
celia Harvey, who died in 1891. His chil- 
dren by this marriage were Clarence L. 
Cross, Mrs, C. O. Gregg, Mrs. M. C. Cham- 
bers and Mrs. C. F. Ames, all of whom are 
living. Mr, Cross was again married in 
1893, to Mrs. Theodore Curtis, of Chicago, 
who survives him. 

In 1856 Mr. Cross left his family in 
Binghamton and came west to Chicago. 
Finding favorable opportunities for enter- 
ing business, he decided to locate in this 
city and moved his family here in the spring of 1870. 
He then engaged in the contracting and street paving 
business and the filling in of the streets and the busi- 
ness district to bring them to a higher and uniform 
grade. He paved Dearborn street with the first cobble 
*tone pavement that was put down in the city. Also 
about that time he removed the buildings remaining of 
what had been o'd Fort Dearborn at the intersection of 
Rush street and Michigan averue. In 1859 he con- 
tracted to build a large part of the Mobile & Ohio rail- 
road in Tennessee and Mississippi. He was in the south 
engaged in the construction of this railroad when the 
war broke out and remained there for about four months 
after it had been. declared: trying to save some of his 
Property, but as the railroad was confiscated by the conr- 
a eernment he was obliged to leave hurriedly 
aa » eal trough theylines north to Chicago. 

‘8 ‘his time he had some exciting and interesting 
€xperiences, 


About this time he and his brother, John R. Cross, 


was a 
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patented a machine for graining hollow ware which is 
universally used today, of the same identical pattern. 
Before that time all wooden pails, wash tubs etc., were 
painted, but since then have for the most part been 
gieined by that process. They also patented machines 
for the transfer of the natural grain of hardwoods to, 
interior finish, cabinet work etc. This process was photo. 
graphic in its reproduction. 

Mr. Cross was an early resident of the village of 
Riverside, Ill., ome of the most beautiful of Chicago sub- 
urbs, took an active part in the organization of the vil- 
lage in 1876 and served as a trustee from that time to 
1881. He also held other public offices in the town of 
Riverside and always took great interest in the wel- 
fare of the village which he had adopted as his home. 

In 1870 Mr. Cross engaged with T. W. Harvey, at that 
time one of the heaviest handlers of pine lumber of the 
United States, in the lumber busimess in Chicago: At 
that time all grades of lumber below third clear were left 





ALFRED J. 


CROSS, DECEASED, 


Contracting Freight Agent, Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 
Railroad. 


in the common stock. Mr. Harvey had seen that a grade 
could be sorted out from the common boards which 
would make a fourth clear. He saved out a large quan- 
tity of this material from the common boards and, as 
the trade in the west was then commencing to use a 
lower grade of beveled siding and as there had accu- 
mulated in Chicago large quantities of clear strips and 
uppers, he conceived the idea of sending some one into 
the eastern states to see if this stock could not be sold 
there. Notwithstanding Mr. Cross had had no direct 
lumber experience Mr, Harvey selected him, and after a 
hurried explanation of the different grades started him 
east to sell this lumber. It is the recollection of a 
number of old time lumbermen that Mr. Cross was thus 
the first salesman of Chicago lumber in the eastern mar- 
kets. 

Mr. Cross first stopped at Pittsburg and Allegheny 
City, Pa., amd made large sales. One was of 300,000 
feet fourth clear at $3 a thousand above the price given 
him by Mr. Harvey. He then proceeded to Albany, 


N. Y., which was then the chief wholesale distributing . 


market for New Yorks, New Jersey and the New England 
states, and after g@@conference with the dealers there 
sold them in the aggregate 1,250,009 feet. These orders 
being received by Mr. Harvey, that gentleman was fear- 
ful’ that there might be some trouble over the grade 
and delivery of the lumber, but such did not prove to be 
the case—it was shipped amd proved satisfactory. Mr. 
Cross then proceeded through New England and built up 
quite a large trade for the Harvey institution in the 
eastern states. This lumber was all sold at delivered 
prices and Mr, Harvey states that it was the first lum- 
ber that was thus sold. 

About 1874 Mr. Cross connected himself with the - 
tracting freight department of the Chicago, Burlisigton 
& Quincy railroad, and was continuously in the employ 
of that road te the time of his death. Mr. Cross’ ill- 
ness was of short duration, being a sudden, fatal attack 
of pneumonia. He was at his desk on the Monday he- 
fore his death, gvhich occurred, as stated 
above, on Tlmrsday of last week. The 
private services were held at the house 
of the family on Sunday, Mareh 3, and 
the public services were at St. Paul's 
church, Riverside, at 2 p. m. of the same 
day. The honorary pall bearers were E. 
P. Ripley, president of the Atchison, To- 
peka & Santa Fe railroad; Paul Morton, 
vice president of the same road; William 
A. Fuller, of Palmer, Fuller & Co.; John 
Davis, of the John Davis Company; 
Watts De Goyler, of the De Goyler Var- 
nish Company; W. C. Brown, general 
manager Chicago, Burlington & Quiney 
railroad; Thomas Miller, general freight 
agent, and L. A, Howland, superintendent 
of the same road. The active pall bearers 
were George R. Dunne, E. K. Fleming, 
Thomas Hassett, F. E. Bell, William Har- 
“vell, Andrew Miller. The interment was 
at Forest Home cemetery. There was at 
the funeral services a remarkable at- 
tendance of prominent railroad and busi- 
ness mer of Chicago, who were conveyed 
to Riverside by special train, and there 
was not room enough in the church to 
accommodate all those who wished to at- 
tend, some of whom came from a dis- 
tance. ' 

Thus briefly is outlined the career of 
a man whose position was comparatively 
modest but, made as few 
have been privileged or, able to do. In- 
terviews with-a number of his o!d friends 
and associates have emphasized the re- 
gard felt this man 
among his personal friends 


who friends 


for who numbered 
hundreds of *4umbermen 
scattered all over the United States: Mr. Cross was 
especially characterized by generosity, a spirit of help- 
fulness to everyone in need of assistance, an abundant 
good mature and overflowing good fellowship. He was 
moreover an unusually jovial man and a practical joker 
of no mean caliber, and many are the stories now being 
told of him in all these respecta. 

In regard to his experience in the lumber trade with 
T. W. Harvey, that gentleman said as follows: 

His first duties were in introducing Chicago lumber in the 
eastern markets where our special grades were unknown. 
Ilis first trip was very successful. He opened a market for 
a large amount of “uppers” and for cléar siding to take the 
place ‘of eastern “elapboards,” and®,in general for such 
grades as the western trade were beginning to ignore, leav- 
ing us with a surplus in Chicago of the cream of our stock. 
This open door in the east soon gave us the opportunity to 
unload this valuable stock at a good profit. His first sales 
were at Allegheny City and Pittsburg, where he placed a 
large amount of uppers at $3 a thousand above the price 

ate (Continued on Page 30.) 
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The telegraphic summary of the proceedings of the 
Tinth annual convention of the National Wholesale 
Lumber Dealers’ Association indicates that it was fully 
up to the anticipations of those who predicted that it 
would be the largest and most successful meeting in 
the history of the organization. The brief report pub- 
lished this week will be followed by a complete record 
of the meeting and descriptions of its accompanying fea- 
tures in our next issue. 





_ That the troubles in South Africa are nearing ar end 
is shown by the renewal of lumber shipments from the 


United States to that far-off quarter of the globe. And 
China, also, is demanding lumber. When the world is 
at peace again—and that condition seems close at hand 
—there will be another increase im the exports of 
American lumber. 





There is a good deal of timber in Mexico, but there 
is little of it that as building woods compete with those 
which the United States has in greatest abundance. Its 
pines are of inferior quality, while its hardwoods are 
of a character which does not commend them to the 
builders of ordinary houses. 


PAPAPAPR Ow 


It is said that a few up to date and well managed 
planing mills, door factories and interior finish shops 
ought to make a handsome profit in the cities of Mexico. 

PAPA 


If a man have a sum of money, the interest earnings 
of which he will not need for, say, ten years, there is no 
better investment than the purchase of timber land any- 
where, except perhaps in the white pine country, where 
timber values have approached almost their ultimate 
point. Such an investment will discount government 
bonds and is almost as safe. The only dangers are from 
trespass and fire, but both of these with care can be re- 
duced to a minimum. If a large sum be available it 
may be invested in large tracts of any kind of lumber, 
hardwood or pine, anywhere in the country, but if the 
amount be small a good bunch of hardwood timber of such 
size as can be carried will yield fine returns. 

PBI 


It takes some people a long while to learn that hon- 
esty is the best policy, as well as being a cardinal vir- 
tue. But then, a dollar that can be stolen is so much 
more tempting to some men than the one that must be 
earned. : 

PP OOOOOOOwrr—oerer—r—r—wr—* 

A theory is advanced that denudation in the old coun- 
tries resulting in vast treeless tracts.was often the result 
of the work of the gypsy moth. It was imported to this 
country as an experiment in silk raising and now is said 
seriously to threaten the forests of the east, 

PAPAL 

The convention season is about over. One more big 
retailers’ meeting—in Texas—and lumbermen can settle 
down to the spring trade. 

OBB FI FIFI IF 


Some comments in a recent issue of the LUMBERMAN 
about logging methods and especially the use of power 
appliances for felling trees and cross-cutting them- into 
log lergths have attracted considerable attention. As 
far as we are aware no such appliance has ever been 
put into practical use in this country and it seems to 
be conceded that steam appliances are too cumbersome 
and costly to operate. Such an objection, however, 
should not apply to electricity, and we believe there is 
a large market awaiting the saw mill machinery manu- 
facturer who will first put out a reliable electrical 
mechanism for this purpose, 

BAAAAAAAAAAAYY 

Its timber lands should be considered by a state as a 
saving hank account. the principal of which should 
remain intact and checks be drawn only against the 
interest: which means that forestry methods will have 
to be adopted to a greater extent than at present. 

~—~—_—r—nsvorerereaererrnrnr—" 

Pretty soon business men will begin talking about the 
crop prospect of the year amd already they are con- 
gratulating themselves on the favorable outlook for win- 
ter wheat. And vet the farmers are in such a well-to-do 
condition that their demand is likely to be at least 
normal this year with anything like a decent crop, for 
they have been much favored of late and as a class 
have a large surplus to the good, 

POPPI FPP LFPALPLI II 


It. has been generally assumed in this countrv that the 
student of forestrv could learn nothing in Europe of 
value to him im this country, as the commercial condi- 
tions are so different from what they are in the old 
world. but The Forester points out that some of the prob- 
lems which the American forester must meet have been 
solved in the old countries; especially is this true in 
regard to timber culture, and there are manv other 
points in which the European methods can with modi- 
fications be applied to American conditions. 

OOP PBA BB LDL II IF ISS 

Those interested in the export lumber trade of the 
United States, either directly or because of its influ- 
ence on domestic business, will find the report of the 


forest product exports for January, with comparisons 
with January, 1900, an interesting study. Right here it 
is proper to state that nowhere else, not even in the re- 
ports of the treasury department, is published figures 
so complete and in such detail. 

_eeoeeernorn—rn—oeoorr—rorn~mn" 


Spring trade is opening up in good shape in the west, 
and shipments from leading markets show its effect. 





The forestry rules and regulations of Colorado pro- 
vide that the reservations will be open to grazing by 
cattle and horses this year, on condition that the owners 
are residents of that state and make formal application 
for the privilege and bind themselves to assist the 
superintendent in extinguishing fires. The owners also 
agree not to graze stock on reservoir sites. 





The National Wholesale Lumber Dealers’ Association 
will bring its mext annual meeting to the central part 
of the country, probably to Chicago, and thus promote 
a membership which will more fully justify its name. 


COMBINATION IN LUMBER. 


Industrial consolidation that has been taking place 
during the last few years in many lines, but which 
hitherto has not been seen in any important way in the 
lumber trade, seems at last to have been exemplified in 
lumber and promises to have an influence of some im- 
portance upon the lumber business hereafter. It is dan- 
gerous, perhaps, to make even this moderate statement 
in view of the disposition of writers for the daily press 
to exaggerate everything of the sort, to magnify a mole- 
hill into a mountain by the aid of their populistic 
microscopes, but at the risk of furnishing a text for a 
new series of essays on “the lumber trust,” it may be 
admitted that the industrial or commercial combination 
is getting some foothold in the lumber trade. 

At the same time, for the benefit of those outside of 
the lumber business who are disposed to investigate the 
matter at all, it may be stated that no such thing is 
possible in the lumber industry as “the lumber trust” 
and that combinations which are in existence, that have 
been proposed or that seem possible, are local or sec- 
tional in their character or devoted to some compara- 
tively small or isolated department of the trade. There 
is not one of them which is or will be in position to 
control any important department of the industry or 
to dictate values. Each one of them will be at the 
mercy of immediate competition and will be subject to 
the regulative influence of competitive woods. 

The lumber combination must make money by lower- 
ing cost of production and not by charging higher prices. 
This is to some extent the case in other lines where com- 
binations have taken place, though there are some in 
which the control is so nearly complete that they can 
dictate market prices. Nothing of the sort, however, is 
possible in lumber. Compare this business with most of 
the other ereat manufacturing industries and we find 
a vast difference in conditions. Lumber is a leading 
product of more than thirty states. It is the product 
of perhaps 20.000 mills. It is dependent upon the timber 
in a hundred thousand hands. Section is competitive 
with section and wood with wood, and the business is 
one of such vast extent and so diversified in its elements 
that those who have studied the subject despair of accom- 
plishing any widelv effective~organization as far as 
prices are concerned. ‘ 

Nevertheless, combination will have an important 
place in the lumber industry. In some departments of 
the business and in some sections nothing or little is 
to be gained by combination, but in the most important 
woods combinations which group mills and timber may 
effect very important economies. These economies to 
some extent may be found in manufacture, though a 
saw mill which may cost a half million dollars is not 
likely to be a more economical producer than one that 
costs $100,000 or $25,000. but in buying the timber, in 
selling the product, in handling the finances and in many 
other ways the combination can probably earn at least 
a banking profit on the entire investment over and 
above what can be earned by the ordinary large plant. 
Some of these economies have been secured within recent 
vears by comparatively small companies while greater 
results are now under contemplation by combinations of 
wider scope or more complete than those that have here- 
tofore been organized. 

Combination may include timber, logging facilities, 
mills, and means of transportation to market. A great 
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lumber combination located on the seaboard may pro- 
vide its own ships for transportation of its product. 
By aggregation of resources it may secure a cheaper 
delivered cost of its product delivered to buyers, In this 
way the promoters of such combinations will secure their 
reward while the people, the consumers, will be in no 
wise injured but on the contrary benefited. 


THE CONTRACT BREAKER. 


In times when prices are advancing it is the seller 
who is tempted to evade or abrogate contracts. When 
prices decline it is the buyer who is subject to this 
temptation, and in too many cases under either condi- 
tion business men who ought to know better will yield. 
Last year was when the perversity of the buyer was 
displayed, while the year before the sellers were the 
ones who proved that not every lumberman is as vir- 
tuous as Caesar’s wife. 

The experiences of 1900 are nearer at hand, and 80 
perhaps we may be pardoned for referring to the lapses 
from strict commercial integrity on the part of the 
buyers. In not a few instances contracts made at about 
the beginning of the year, that were perfectly explicit 
in their terms, absolutely clear as to their intent, were 
sought to be voided by buyers who found that by carry- 
ing them out they would be losers anywhere from $1 
to $5 a thousand feet. In most cases attempt was made 
to abrogate them through some technicality. If that 
failed perhaps the policy was adopted of making the 
seller sick of the bargain by means of too rigid inspec- 
tion or extravagant demands. Sometimes supposed to 
be reputable and solvent concerns simply “laid down” 
and refused to carry out absolutely fair and valid con- 
tracts; and not a few suits today are in progress or 
pending, based on such acts. In some cases compromises 
have been made, utterly unjust and unwarranted under 
the contract, but accepted by the seller rather than 
incur the expense and annoyance of a law suit. 

The effect of this policy is already manifest in rela- 
tion to some prominent operators in the country who 
are in disrepute among lumber manufacturers and who 
will find it difficult in the future to make as favorable 
contracts as they have in the past. The man who will 
break a contract because the market takes a turn unfa- 
vorable to his interests is to be avoided and will be 
avoided by reputable and sound people. If they consent 
to deal with him they will want an insurance policy 
with the contract. 

On the other hand, the man who lives up to his con- 
tract whatever the results may be to him has an advan- 
tage that in the long run is capital. He may lose dur- 
ing one year by his honest policy, but in the long run 
he will win. There is a certain wholesaler who for last 
year’s delivery contracted a large quantity of lath and 
lost very heavily. He did not complain but paid his 
losses like a man, seeking for no discount in the shape 
of claims on quality or anything of that sort. The 
result is that he has made his contracts for this year 
at probably 25 cents a thousand under the going price, 
and from the same party from whom he bought before. 

Some seem to imagine that the memory of the trade is 
short regarding these matters. There are some who for- 
get, some who forgive and some who too readily condone, 
but the majority of business men have long memories in 
regard to such matters; and he prospers in the long run 
and lays a solid foundation for that prosperity who is 
known as absolutely, squarely honest. He who gets a 





reputation for trickery, for evasiveness, for disregard 
of the spirit as well as the letter of contracts, is seldom 
successful in the best sense. 

At the risk of being accused of sentimentality, we will 
say that a clear conscience should be worth something to 
any man. The man who has squared accounts with the 
world to the best of his ability must be able to sleep 
better of nights; he must have more respect for himself 
and be able to look at his reflection more squarely in 
the glass than he who has dodged his obligations and 
mortgaged his honor for a few dollars. 

While the profit and honor of square dealing are evi- 
dent enough and while a man may be justified in making 
any sacrifice to maintain them, yet there is abundant 
charity and good fellowship which will not often crowd 
the victim of circumstances to the wall. There are 
many cases in which the man with the better of the 
bargain under such market fluctuations as we have seen 
within the last two years has voluntarily relinquished 
part of a contract which had come to be almost too 
hard to be borne. But to accept relief voluntarily 
offered is quite a different thing from scheming to get it, 
from dodging obligations, from boldly violating an 
agreement. 


YELLOW PINE CUT AND SHIPMENTS. 


The yellow pine clearing house, the statistical depart- 
ment of the Southern Lumber Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion, has sent out its report of cut and shipments for 
January, 1901, and also the final recapitulation and sum- 
mary for the entire year of 1900. To the fornier we have 
added the comparison for January, 1900, thus indicating 
in a very clear way the changes that have taken place 
in the direction of trade within the year. 

Examining the report for January, we find that the 
total cut of January this year was decidedly lighter 
than that of January, 1900, while shipments were very 
much heavier. In January of last year the cut exceeded 
shipments by about 12,000,000 feet, while this year the 
shipments exceeded the cut by about 29,500,000 feet. 

The columns indicating destination of shipments 
showed that there were decreases of some importance in 
the shipments to the New England states, New York, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Michigan, Wisconsin, New 
Mexico and Mexico and by export, while there were im- 
portant increases to Indiana, Illinois, Towa, Missouri, 
Kansas, Nebraska, Indian Territory and Oklahoma, Texas 
and Tennessee and Kentucky. Kansas took more than 
5,000,000 feet more lumber in January this year than 
during the corresponding month of 1900, Indian Terri- 
tory and Oklahoma took over 6,000,000 feet more, but 
there was an enormous increase in the shipments to 
Texas, which state bought this year in January 35,428,- 
000 feet, as against 15,010,000 feet in January, 1900. 
In this view of the situation it is not strange that yel- 
low pine prices. particularly in the southwest, should 
be advancing. The figures, furthermore, emphasize the 
phenomenal character of the January trade. The aver- 
age monthly shipments last year were 156.500.000 feet, 
while those for January, 1901, were 175,787,000 feet. 

The report for last year réPpresents a considerable por- 
tion of the product of the states west of Georgia. but 
is of less value than the monthly reports, as it lacks 
the comparative feature. The number of mills report- 
ing to the bureau ranges ordinarily from 145 to 150. 
There is indicated a cut of nearly 2,000.000,000 feet by 
these mills for 1900, and shipments during the year of 
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about 28,000,000 less than the cut. Out of the total 
shipments Texas took 251,562,000 feet, making it by far 
the largest customer of the yellow pine mills, yet the 
shipments to Kansas, Missouri, Illinois and Indiana were 
heavy, Missouri ranking next to Texas and Illinois 
following. It will perhaps surprise many to see how 
small a customer Iowa was of the yellow pine mills, its 
purchases during 1900 being but little more than half 
those of Nebraska, but this is because Iowa is still 
largely a white pine consumer and is so located as to 
be readily supplied on the most favorable terms. 


THE BALTIMORE EXPORTERS’ PROJECT. 


As recently chronicled in the AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN, the leading lumber exporters of Baltimore have 
completed an organization to further the export lumber 
interests of that locality. An institution known as the 
Locust Point Storage & Forwarding Company has been 
organized. The company is made up of the leading ex- 
porters of the Baltimore market, and several outside 
capitalists, and has purchased an extensive dock property 
contiguous to the terminal of the Baltimore & Ohio 
railroad. The property has a dockage of upward of 1,000 
feet and a corresponding depth. The present capital is 
ample, but provisions are made whereby it can be in- 
creased to meet all demands. The dock property affords 
water for the landing of the largest ships in the Atlantic 
service. Spacious warehouses and sheds will immediately 
be erected and every facility afforded for the proper 
housing of logs and lumber intended for both export and 
domestic trade. 

This procedure for a long time has been regarded as 
necessary for the profitable handling of the export busi- 
ness. It is confidently expected that by thus affording 
a place for the storage and economical handling of logs 
and lumber intended for export a great economy in the 
expense attached to this business will be effected. It 
will provide a place for the accumulation of stocks of 
various woods, in both lumber and logs, and it will give 
an opportunity for grouping these stocks and storing 
them where they can be held for a considerable period 
without deterioration. It will give the foreign buyer an 
opportunity to see the goods which he buys, and actually 
have them inspected on this side of the water. 

The plan promises much—not only for the future of 
the export trade of Baltimore, but to exporters the 
country over. The plan itself is admirable in its way. 
but beyond that it is financed and managed by people of 
long experience in the export trade. The success of the 
venture is almost beyond peradventure. 

Heretofore, while Baltimore has been one of the chief 
export lumber markets in the United States, it has been 
verv difficult to group stock for foreign vessels. The 
facilities of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company. 
though very large at the Baltimore terminal. have not 
been of sufficient size to give storage facilities for cargoes 
of lumber and logs intended for ocean going vessels. 
Demurrage has been a serious item of cost by reason of 
the necessity of holding lumber aboard cars until it was 
possible to discharge lumber immediately upon arrival, 
and not only not await a satisfactory status of the 
foreign market. but will also put shippers in a position to 
hold their stock until sailings can be obtained at reason- 
able rates. The plan will appeal to all interested in the 
lumber trade whether they be American export ship- 
pers or foreign buyers. 
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AFFECTING TIMBER VALUES. 


There is a factor in the timber business that has 
attracted comparatively little attention on the part of 
lumbermen, but which seems likely to have a marked 
influence on the development of the trade within the 
next few years. What has been done so far has been with- 
out any special blowing of trumpets, and this influence 
is at work under the surface in a number of directions 
unsuspected by most well informed lumbermen. It is 
a matter which will directly affect sooner or later oper- 
ating lumbermen in the south and west, and so it seems 
but fair that the mill men should be put on their guard 
in order that they may protect their interests. 

The factor of which we speak is the aggregation and 
segregation of extensive tracts of timber by means of 
syndicate operation, whereby large bodies of timber, in 
some cases affecting the major part of the timber in 
whole states that is not owned by the sawmill men, will 
be withdrawn from the market and held for a speculative 
advance in values. 

There are a great many mill men east and west who 
are so well fortified with timber back of their plants, 
perhaps sufficient to last them for twenty or thirty years, 
or as long as they care to continue the business, that 
they can view such a movement without apprehension 
and in fact may feel that their own investments are 
safeguarded thereby. But on the other hand there are 
a large number of mill men who have timber supplies 
for but a few years and are depending upon their ability 
to purchase adjoining tracts who are likely to feel the 
pinch of this new factor before many seasons have 
passed. 

This investment movement takes various forms, but 
the effect will be practically the same in all cases. It 
consists in buying up large bodies of timber that are on 
the market and that can be handled in connection with 
each other and mutually support each other. 

The new plan of handling these timber propositions 
seems to be to bond them and so to carry out the trans- 
action that the proposition will be self-supporting with- 
out drawing heavily upon the timber itself. In some 
instances it is undoubtedly a purely speculative and 
promoting scheme, but in others it seems to be an en- 
tirely legitimate investment plan of operation, based on 
the theory that the control of the now available timber 
in any manufacturing district will give its holders a 
very handsome profit in the course of a few years, say 
from five to twenty-five, according as to how development 
progresses. ; 

This increment in value will be realized very largely 
at the expense of operating lumbermen. Consequently 
it would seem to be the part of wisdom for those who 
are not well supplied with standing timber to provide 
themselves with it while they may, or in other ways so 
tolay their plans as to be independent of this new fac- 
tor. It may or may not affect the interests of any 
given operator, but if it extend as it now promises to 
do and as would be in harmony with the financial devel- 
opments of the times, it may have a very marked effect 
on timber values and cause an advance more rapid and 
more marked within a given time than would otherwise 
be the case. The possibilities that lie in this method of 
investment, where immense capital is aggregated to 
handle correspondingly immense interests, should be 
recognized by those engaged on the industrial side of 

the timber business, 





ILLINOIS LIEN LAW CONSIDERED. 


That the human mind is prone to prejudice, even with 
all the benefits of education of culture and of the broad- 
ening effects of an extended business experience, has not 
lately been better illustrated than in the differences of 
opinion which have been evoked by the discussion over 
the question of lien legislation in Illinois—a subject to 
which the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN has given, and expects 
to continue to give, considerable attention, feeling that 
the question of adequate lien legislation is one of interest 
to the lumber trade everywhere and that the effort now 
making in Illinois is for the complete establishment and 
vindication of a lien attachment that may well serve as 
a model for other states to copy. 

Upon one side we are assured that the lien law which 
has been proposed in the Illinois legislature is practically 
the same law which was placed upon our statute books in 
1874, with amendments which had been made to it at the 
time it was replaced by the present law of 1895. Upon 
the other hand, we are told that it is a re-enactment of 
that law, but with all the sensible and equitable pro- 
visions of that law studiously omitted. Upon one hand 
We are assured that the present law works a hardship to 
the owners of property and the loaners of money, which 
the proposed act is to cure without working a hardship 
to anyone else; on the other hand it is pointed out that 
the proposed act relieves the owner of all responsibility 
Whatever except in so far as lien notices may have been 
filed upon him. There is no equity in such a require- 
ment. The owner does not need a notice in order to 
know that a certain amount of labor and of material will 
Fequired in the work, and the principle of all lien 
egislation is that it is his duty to see that this labor 
and \naterial receive recompense before settling with the 
contractor, 

P But the proposed law may be dismissed without 
pa comment. With the light which the AMERICAN 
OMEEEMAN has shown upon its peculiar provisions, the 
7 a of its friends are claiming for it today that it 
at a better basis for amendment than does the pres- 
pnt aw. Perhaps it does, because it is more in need of 

endment; but the rock around whose base the battle 


is raging is not the proposed act but the Coleman act, 
which is now the law. 

The critics of that law claim that it is ambiguous and 
incomprehensible, but these claims are not substantiated, 
and lawyers who have had more practice in lien cases 
than finds its way to the ordinary law office are to be 
found upon the opposite side. To say that there are 
things in the act which were settled law years before its 
enactment, or to criticise its length and explicitness, or 
to hint a wool-gathering as one of the intellectual char- 
acteristics of its owner, is much like criticising the 
declaration of independence because of its literary style. 
The question is, “Does the law accomplish its purpose?” 
That question will in the main be authoritatively 
answered by the supreme court within a few weeks. The 
AMERICAN LUMBERMAN has carefully followed this case— 
indeed, it took the initiative steps which led to the 
arrangement for Mr. Coleman to come into the case as a 
representative of the interests concerned in a general way 
in the principles involved, and to prepare a brief which 
should properly cover the whole ground at issue; and 
after a careful study of the briefs in the case the pre- 
diction is confidently made that the supreme court will 
give the Coleman law the liberal construction for which 
it provides, and make all its provisions effective for the 
just purposes for which they were designed. 

However that may be, the first effort should be to see 
that the Kitt Gould act is scotched beyond all hope of 
resurrection. In the interests of conciliation of all 
adverse opinions it would then be well to examine thor- 
oughly the present law, listen to all definite criticisms 
that may be offered, and in a spirit of the broadest lib- 
erality and justice, and after a hearing of all the parties 
interested, frame and present for the consideration of the 
legislature any amendments needed in order to modify 
the practical workings of the act. The primary object 
of lien legislation is to promote building by safeguarding 
the interests of those furnishing the necessary material 
and labor, and if it goes so far as to become an actual 
menace to the owner of the capital and real estate also 
necessary to building operations, it overshoots its mark 
and restricts rather than encourages building operations. 
At the same time the moneyed interest which seeks a 
lien law under which the owner shall never be required to 
pay out his money a second time can hardly expect the 
support of the other interests involved; for the essential 
object of all lien legislation is to make the owner pay a 
second time if he does not before paying the first time 
take those precautions which in common honesty and 
justice he should take. 

It will be noticed that at the present time this matter 
of a careful review of the lien law is in the hands of a 
very able committee, including the best legal talent, and 
the result of its labors will be presented in next week’s 
LUMBERMAN, 


\/ THE MAPLE SUPPLY. 


The largest body of good rock maple to be found in the 
United States is in the northern part of the lower pen- 
insula of Michigan with Traverse City as its trade cen- 
ter, though the belt extends almost entirely across the 
state. This maple district not only contains the largest 
amount of standing timber, but that of the finest aver- 
age quality to be found in the country, and consequently 
it is depended upon as the chief source of supply for all 
dealers in and consumers of maple. The conditions in 
that district are, therefore, of interest to all departments 
of the maple business. 

About 70 percent of the mills manufacturing Michigan 
maple for the market are members of the Michigan Hard- 
wood Lumber Association and hold. monthly meet- 
ings for the purpose of keeping in touch with the situa- 
tion and with each other. This is not a price organiza- 
tion and does not assume any control over the situation 
except such as will naturally result from a clear under- 
standing of conditions. The meetings of the association 
are merely conferences, but out of them has come much 
good to maple producers. At the monthly meeting of 
the organization held in Traverse City this week a good 
many facts of general interest were developed which 
throw light on a somewhat perplexing market. 

As is well known, the chief maple flooring producers 
of the United States have an organization of their own. 
Some of these producers have their own mills, but the 
majority of them buy on the market, chiefly in the Tra- 
verse City district. The maple flooring people have felt 
that the _ asked by the leading producers were too 
high and have insisted that $5, $10 and $15, for shipping 
culls, common and firsts and seconds, respectively, were 
prices as high as under the circumstances should 
be asked by the mill men. The latter, however, insist 
that $7, $12 and $17 are prices that are fully justified by 
conditions both of cost of production and of supply, and 
announce their individual purpose of obtaining those 
prices or holding their stock. The latter they profess 
no apprehension of being obliged to do, inasmuch as 
from the best of their information the stock available 
for the year’s trade will be less than the demand. 

From various sources of information, in and out of that 
association, the LUMBERMAN can say that a considerable 
number of sales involving a heavy amount of stock has 
been made at the top prices named. Another consider- 
able number of sales has been made at $6, $11 and $16, 
and a small amount of stock has changed ownership at 
$5, $10 and $15. It cannot be learned that these lowest 
prices have been accepted by any member of the asso- 
ciation or by any of the larger manufacturers whether in 
or out of the association. They are prices that have been 
accepted in a few instances by some of the small, isolated 
operators. This low price is about the basis following 
the panic of 1893. The mill men argue that the business 
































































































has far passed the point when conditions of seven or eight 
years ago should govern quotations. 

It is stated that within the last four years maple 
timber lands have more than doubled in value. Four 
years ago the average price was about $10 an acre, while 
now it is $20 and some tracts are held at $25. As the 
amount of timber on good lands is estimated at about 
6,000 feet an acre, this means an advance of about $1.50 
a thousand. The mills are willing to pay at the present 
time $8 a thousand for logs, though buying some at lower 
prices, farmers’ logs being occasionally bought at $7. 
It is evident, therefore, that a considerable advance in 
the price of lumber is warranted on the stumpage basis 
alone, while the cost of logging and mill operations has 
also increased materially within two or three years. 

From the standpoint of supply it is estimated that the 
total output of stock suitable for flooring will not be 
more than half of the normal demand. Following is the 
argument along this line: It is estimated that the out- 
put of the association mills last year was 70,000,000 
feet, and the total of the district about 100,000,000 feet. 
Careful estimates as to the winter’s log cut indicate a 
shortage of 40 percent, which would bring the total north- 
ern Michigan cut down to 60,000,000 feet, leaving out 
the flooring mills which cut their own logs. Not much 
more than half of this product is available for flooring 
manufacture, while the demands of the recognized floor- 
ing factories are 60,000,000 feet a year or more. As to 
stock left over in the hands of the mills that cut for the 
market, it is said that there are probably 20,000,000 
feet of all thicknesses and grades of maple. Further- 
more, 40 to 50 percent of this year’s cut is already con- 
tracted. From the standpoint of the manufacturers, 
therefore, it is evident enough that they are justified in 
demanding at least $2 a thousand more than the old 
prices. f 


Tales of the Trade. : 


Improving Southern Insectivora, 

Manager Aiken, of the Klondike Lumber Company, 
Winthrop, Ark., one of the Long-Bell Lumber Company 
group of yellow pine mills, is one of the good story tell- 
ers of the southwest. The other day he, in company with 
H. H. Wheless, of Whited & Wheless, Alden’s Bridge, La., 
and the southwestern representative of the LUMBERMAN, 
was riding down the Kansas City Southern railway to 
Shreveport. Mr. Aiken said that he always made the 
rounds of the mill and camp early every morning and 
late every night to see that things were running smoothly. 
He was making his rounds as usual one evening just 
about dusk and came upon a party of log men, unob- 
served because of the half darkness. He paused to watch 
them roll logs into the pond, and as he did so he heard 
one of them say to the other in their peculiar vernacular: 
“By Gawd, Bill, I believe the old man would cross bees 
with lightnin’ bugs if he could, jes’ so he could make ’em 
work all night.” 











A Veteran Amateur Engineer. 

“Will” Wadley, manager of Allen Bros. & Wadley, 
large manufacturers of yellow pine lumber at Allen- 
town, La., whose output is handled by the Frost-Trigg 
Lumber Company, of St. Louis, Mo., were at Texarkana 
the other day and in company with C. E. Smith, of the 
Atkins Saw Company, and the southwestern represen- 
tative of the LUMBERMAN, was indulging in reminis- 
cences of the tri-state town and of the saw mill busi- 
ness. “Will” was a boy in Texarkana and he knows 
every nook and corner of that burg. He was on a hunt 
for negro labor for his mill and after he corralled a 
dozen or fifteen husky specimens who never heard of 
the fifteenth amendment and ne them to Allentown 
he sat down and said: “Boys, 1 want you to come out 
to the mill, and shoot over the finest bird dog in Louis- 
iana. I'll give you the best day’s sport you ever had 
or ever will have.” The southwestern representative 
inquired if W. G. Wadley, “Will’s” father, still took an 
active part in the management at Allentown, when 
Smith broke in with: 

If he does, and you see him at the mill, I want to warn you 
right now not to take a ride with him on the log road loco- 
motive. I tried it once, and I never was so scared in my 
life. He loves that little piece of railroad and he knows 
every inch of it. He would rather get his hand on the 
throttle of the engine than eat a big dinner. I got gay one 
day, hopped into the cab with him and the old gentleman 
sulted the throttle out to the full limit with twenty cars of 
logs behind us, stuck his head out of the cab window and 
started for the mill. We ran like a scared deer. I didn’t 
dare look at him for I knew he’d laugh, so I just grit my 
teeth and tried to look pleasant. But how he did enjoy it! 
His eyes sparkled as we flew along the rails, and with his 
head far out of the window, looking straight ahead, he was 
a picture of contentment. When we pulled up at the mill I 
was as limp as a rag. but we went in with a whoop and hur- 
rah without a coupling pin breaking. I asked him how fast 
we ran, and he laughed and said, “Oh, about forty miles, I 
reckon.” But we ran a mile a minute or I don’t know what 
a band saw is. 

W. B. Wadley is now practically retired, although he 
still visits the mill two or three times a week. He has 
taken up his residence in Shreveport, La., where he may - 
be seen almost any day astride of a magnificent black 
horse taking his constitutional. Hale, hearty and cheer- 
ful, he numbers his friends by legion. 


Raiding Louisiana Saw Mili “Jointists.” 


H. H. Wheless, of Whited & Wheless, yellow pine manu- , 
facturers at Alden’s Bridge, La., was talking about the 
difficulties in getting rid of the liquor sellers at the saw 
mill camps on a Kansas City Southern train recently. 
These dispensers of “red eye” are a tough lot of citizens 
and the stuff they sell would make a man climb a tree 
after two or three drinks, make a “rough house” and stir 
things up generally. One of these free born citizens 
appeared at Alden’s Bridge recently and planted his outfit 
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close to the property of the company, armed with a gov- 
ernment hag Mr. Wheless promptly notified the 
sheriff, who appeared on the scene, summoned a posse 
commitatus and opened up parley with the dispenser of 
corn juice. The fellow showed fight and, drawing a docu- 
ment from an inner pocket with his left hand and whip- 
ping out a “gun” a foot long with his right, he announced, 
“This document is my government license and this (tap- 
ping his six shooter) is my state and county license. 

The booze dispenser’s nerve made everybody laugh, despite 
the serious aspect of the situation, but after a little 
further parleying he agreed to leave the camp the next 
day, provided the sheriff would not place him under 
an weeks later another mixologist of the ardent 
appeared on the scene and opened a joint of the Carrie 
Nation order of aversion. The recollection of the other 
saloonist was fresh in the minds of the mill men and the 
sheriff, and after a council of war it was decided to sur- 
round the joint and capture the offender. Fifty or 
seventy-five men volunteered, all heavily armed, and com- 
pletely surrounded the joint after the sun was set and 
advanced cautiously to the attack. A charge was made 
upon the cabin and the jointist captured and taken to 
the mill office, surrounded by as formidable an armed 
escort as would be necessary to capture Aguinaldo, The 
prisoner was very meek and penitent, begged for mercy 
and upon being searched did not have even so dangerous 
a weapon as a pocket knife upon his person. 


Law for Lumbermen. 


An Individual Partner’s Rights. 

Two brothers who were engaged in running a lumber 
yard entered into a contract to sell the real estate, 
office, sheds and scales of their designated * lumber 
company,” agreeing to execute a contract to the pur- 
chasers binding themselves im $2,000 damages not to 
start a new lumber yard in that city for the term of 
three years, and they later executed such a contract, 
which they signed in their individual names. About a 
year and a half thereafter, however, one of the brothers 
opened a new lumber yard in his wife’s name, claiming 
that his commection therewith was as her manager only. 
Then the purchasers of the first yard sued him for the 
damages stipulated for breach of contract and obtained 
a judgment in their favor. But that judgment the 
supreme court of Iowa reverses, Streichen vs. Fehleisen, 
84 Northwestern Reporter, 715. It says that there can 
be no question as to the character of the contract for 
the sale of the yard and stock. Each partner held an 
urdivided interest in all they contracted to convey and 
transfer, and both were charged with the obligations of 
the contract in its entirety. The manner of signing it 
could in no way change or modify these imposed obliga- 
tions, because the contract itself showed what they were 
in fact. ‘The interests of the brothers im the subject mat- 
ter of the contract of sale were clearly joint, and hence, 
under well settled rules, the contract of sale was joint. 
And the contract sued on, being to carry out the pur- 
poses of the original contract of sale, the court holds, 
must be read in conmection therewith, to arrive at the 
true intent of the parties; and, when so read and con- 
sidered, it must also be considered a joint contract, 
providing only that the partnership of the brothers 
would not start a new lumber yard in the city. _ So if it 
be conceded that one of the brothers, and not his wife, 
started the new lumber yard, the court holds that there 
was clearly no violation of the contract, for he had 
never agreed not to engage in the business as an indi- 
vidual. His contract, as a member of the, partnership, 
was that the firm would not enter the business within 
the time specified. True, the contract might have been 
so drawn as to cover the individual acts of each part- 
ner, and it may have been the intention of the pur- 
chasers to reach such a result, but the contract did not 
do so; and the law, not favoring contracts in restraint 
of trade, the court says, would strictly construe it. Nor 
does the court comsider applicable to such a case a 
statute providing that “where two or more persons 
are bound by contract or by judgment, decree or statute, 
whether jointly and severally or severally only, the 
action may be brought against any or all of them.” It 
says that if the partnership had broken the contract, 
then the statute would have applied, but until the 
obligations of the contract had been broken suit could 
not be maintained against any one. 

Saw Mills Along Highways. 

It is not negligence in and of itself, the court of 
appeals of Kentucky holds, to erect and operate a saw 
mill along a public highway or street. Of course, if the 
owner of the mill obstructs the highway, which results in 
an injury to a person passing by on the highway, a cause 
of action will exist. Likewise, the court holds, Goodwin 
vs. Fuson, 60 Southwestern Reporter 203, if the operation 
of the mill frightens a horse and places the rider or 
driver in a perilous position, and if by stopping the mill 
after their discovery of his peril the injury can be 
avoided, it is the duty of those operating the mill to do 
so, and if it is not done a cause of action will exist for 
the resulting damages, 


Fellow Servants. 

A woodecutter and a locomotive engineer in charge of 
a train used for the purpose of hauling timber to a 
saw mill and of transporting employees of their com- 
mon master from the mill to their respective places of 
work, the supreme court of Georgia holds, in Railey vs. 
Garbutt, 37 Southeastern Reporter 360, are fellow 
servants, and the master will not be liable for injuries 
to the woodcutter arising from the negligence of the 
engineer. 

















Place of the Wisconsin Meeting. 

All of you have heard of Milwaukee. Her beer product 
has made her famous. A lumberman who recently re- 
turned from the holy land told me that wherever he went 
Milwaukee beer was for sale. He also said that in that 
country one could buy enough pieces of the true cross 
to start a lumber yard. Milwaukee no doubt is the 
greatest brewing town of the world. There are a half 
dozen large breweries and several small fry. There is a 
division of judgment ‘as to the value of this product. 
It would please people of the Mrs. Nation stripe to get 
at every barrel containing this Milwaukee output with 
their little hatchets. A very intelligent man remarked, 
“It saves souls.” “How is that?” I asked. “By keeping 
people away from stronger drink and thus preventing 
drunkards,” was the answer. Thus you see Mrs. Natior 
would spill the liquid on the ground while the gentle- 
man referred to would save souls with it. There is 
enough territory between the two extremes for an in- 
tellectual empire. We were disappointed that some of 
the big brewers did not invite us out to see their estab- 
lishments and permit us to roam through the vaults. 
At the beginning of every session there were those of us 
who were expecting the secretary to read a communica- 
tion of that nature. We should have felt grateful for the 
distinction and besides it would have saved us several 
nickels, 

There are benighted souls wuo really think that in 
Milwaukee nothing but German is spoken, nothing but 
beer drank and nothing but sauer kraut eater. They 
think it is a German city pure and simple, but in this 
they are mistaken. I looked through the city directory 
and though I came near having the lockjaw several 
times when attempting to pronounce the names I also 
found that plain Smith, Jomes and Brown live there very 
numerously. 

Milwaukee is a great convention town. They try to 
get all the conventions there. You who were at the 
Northwestern association at Minneapolis in January 
may remember that we received an invitation from 
Mayor Rose to come to Milwaukee mext year. The mayor 
is inviting organizations from far and wide to meet 
there. Probably next to Des Moines it is as much of a 
convention town as we have. If it were situated as 
Des Moines is it might run neck and neck with the 
Iowa city. Conventioms go to Des Moines by gravity. 
To go to Milwaukee from some sections necessitates a 
little friction. An immense territory surrounding Des 
Moines may be likened to a big hopper and when the 
people in that territory get a move on themselves they 
are landed through the spout of the hopper right into 
Des Moines. It is no particular virtue of Des Moines 
nor of the people; simply the effect of a cause. 

The Merchants’ & Manufacturers’ Association in 
whose rooms we held our meetings is alive to having 
people visit Milwaukee. Then there is the Business 
Men’s League, or of a name akin to that, that is working 
along the same line. You of course observed that a 
pretty girl made out your certificates which entitled 
you to return home at reduced rates. That pretty girl 
does little else thar to make out certificates, ‘Ordi- 
narily you will see some railroad man doing this work— 
some man who ought to have shaved yesterday and whose 
necktie is not of the latest butterfly style. We would 
all prefer a pretty girl to make out our certificates to 
such a coarse creature as that. It is a question of 
gravity just as the Des Moines convention proposition is. 

In this certificate business they work the co-operative 
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business plan. For instance, the delegates to ome meet- 
ing may not be sufficiently numerous to entitle them to 
reduced fare. When this is the case these Milwaukee 
men say, “Don’t let that bother you. Other people will 
be here at the same time you are and we will bunch your 
tickets—pool your issues as it were—and thus have a 
sufficient number to give you all the advantages that 
can be had ir rates.” All this is done for the good of 
the town of course. Every visitor who goes there drops 
a few or more dollars. No doubt the people who at- 
tended our convention left at least $1,000 in Milwaukee. 
This convention business helps the town and that is 
what they are after. 


Hotel Headquarters. 
The great Plankinton is where we put up and it is 
my duty to report how well we were treated there. 








Whether for or against, it is my mission to tell these 
thimgs. It wasn’t much like the Kansas City hotel 
proposition that we have endured for two years. When 
we came to pay our hotel bills in Milwaukee we couldn’t 
figure up how they could afford to give us so much for 
the money. But say, mister, the old Plank is a fine 
hotel. It was a little.too rich for the blood of the most 
of us, but we managed to wiggle through. Hailing from 
the Iowa cornfields as I do, such a diet comes mighty 
near knocking my appetite higher than old man Gilde- 
roy’s kite. They don’t call a bill of fare a menu—and 
may the good Lord bless them for it. To call a bill of 
fare a memu is like wearing paste diamonds. I counted 
the dishes at one meal and there were seventy-five on 
the list. We went in to get the worth of our money, 
and many of us left the gorgeous dining room, that seats 
300 people, with our vests unbuttoned. The appetites 
of several of them got so knocked out that they couldn’t 
eat more than one fig. We country Jakes could not 
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understand all the dishes, but they tasted good just the 
same. At one dinner we had wiener schnitzel with 
noodles stuck into it and to this day we don’t know 
whether it was a land, sea or sky product. Then we had 
turkey livers en brochettes, and that stumped us. We 
winked Sam Pine, of the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, over 
and said to him that seeing he was a printer once maybe 
he could tell us whether they intended to say the livers 
were in brackets, but.he said he didn’t know. He as- 
serted that having been born in St. Louis he knew no 
language except the one spoken in that city. We also 
had pate of fat livers. Over this item we Jaid our heads 
together. We did not know that livers had pates. We 
were too country for it, so we learned to say nothing 
and keep the waiters busy. The buckwheat pancakes 
were as good as anybody’s mother can make and no 
doubt Mr. Plankinton raises the buckwheat on his farm 
and gives it to his customers undefiled. A lumberman 
could find but ome fault with this hotel and that is 
there is so much marble in it. There is a sweep of floor 
to the extent of an acre, it seemed to my unsophisti- 
cated eyes, and every foot of it is marble. We fellows 
who amble around in the mud at home are liable to slip 
up on these floors. We had to set our feet down square 
else away we would go. One of us measured his length 
on the polished marble. Another thing, the building of 
these marble palaces doesn’t give the lumbermen a 
chance. The sash amd door men are in it, but we yard 
men have also got to live. 

I must not forget to state that we had the honor of 
sleeping under the same roof with Fitzsimmons. His 
company was playing at one of the theaters to standing 
room only and he made his headquarters with us. He 
knows what good living is as well as we cross-roads 
yard men do. On the surface there were fifty lumber- 
men there who could put him to sleep im three minutes. 
If occasion required, and I didn’t know him, I would 
not hesitate to attempt to punch him out myself. 1 
rather like the cut of Lanky Bob’s jib. His head is no 
bigger than his hat, and there is an element of greatness 
in any man who in any lime has been as successful as 
this fighter who does not get a swelled head. He is as 
unassuming as though he ran a 7x9 retail yard some- 
where up in Waushara county. His wife and little boy 
were with him and he seemed to be as domestic as any 
of us. I am inclined to think he is a good sort of 
fellow. 

Charter of the Meeting. 

The meeting was mot a record breaker in attendance, 
but it was in spirit. They did not plant their feet on 
the mountain top, but they climbed higher than _ the 
foot hills, In common with other associations the Wis- 
consin is getting its eyes open. They are beginning to 
understand that success is bought with money and work. 
This is an excellent thing for all of us to understand in 
matters even outside of association work. Secretary 
Hollis made a talk that not only set the Wisconsin re 
tailers thinking but acting. The way things are being 
done im their sister state of Minnesota was a revela- 
i. 5aid Fred Barnett, “The story sounds like 4 
novel, 

President McGrath, of the Illinois, Secretary Hotch- 
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kiss, of that association, and W. H. Hunter, of La Salle, 
ex-president of the same organization, were present and 
morally supported the association like so many big 
props. Brother Hotchkiss was so full of vigor and 
enthusiasm that his hair fairly stood on end. For years 
Mr. Hunter has been a busy and able association worker, 
and every man present, inspired by his talk, must have 
given his suspenders a fresh hitch in a determination 
to push forward with new zeal. Mr. McGrath is a man 
who creates confidence by his earnestness and I look for 
him to be a growing man in the association world. His 
physique is such as to warrant hearty and cordial treat- 
ment at his hands, and when I come in contact with 
such men I sometimes wish that I weighed a ton. lf 
I could have had a say in the matter I would have been 
a strapping big fellow. ; 

President McGrath related an amusing incident in 
connection with some windows which were bought of a 
firm of noted Chicago poachers by a carpenter of his 
town. These windows were bought for double strength 
and proved by weight to be only single. The carpenter 
kicked and then the ingenuity of the poachers was 
brought into play to explain why the carpenter didn’t 
know double thick glass when he saw it. It was argued 
in a long letter that the scales would not detect the 
difference. Even by breaking the glass the difference 
could not be told, the carpenter was informed. The only 
difference anyway is in the “pulp” used in the two 
different kinds. Mr. McGrath spelled out the word, 
p-u-l-p, so that no dealer present might fail to know 
how wise these Chicago poachers are when it comes to 
the art of glass making. Maybe it is not that so much 
as it is the fools they consider their customers to be. 
Still I hear of something similar every week. These 
poachers regard their customers so ignorant that they 
can run in on them any kind of grades. They know 
how to flimflam them to a confidence man’s taste. 

It seems to me it would be an excellent idea for the 
Wisconsin association to put a man in the field to reclaim 
the dead outside the association fold, and to prick the 
living when they might need it. It seems strange that 
such effort should be necessary to arouse the retail lum- 
bermen to a sense of their duty, but association history 
has proved that it is. Secretary Lachmund stated that 
70 percent of the dealers of the state are members of 
the association. Many of the remaining 30 percent ought 
to be gathered in, They ought to be made aware that 
wolves will catch them unless they do come in. Some 
such man as Judge Morse should be sent after them 
and give them no rest day or night until they become 
converted to the doctrine that it is their duty to assist 
the association in protecting their business. It should be 
beaten into their heads that in order to receive protection 
from the association they should raise a hand them- 
selves. 

The Insurance Feature. 


Off and on they all talk about it. An appreciation of its 
advantages is taking deeper root every day. Secretary 
Lachmund is a double secretary, acting in that capacity 
for both the retail association and the insurance organ- 
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ation. Personally I like to know the caliber of the 
officials of our associations, and looking to that end I 
made several inquiries about Secretary Lachmund. Not 
one unfavorable word could be heard. He is a sturdy 
German, broad minded and conservative. “He under- 
stands insurance to a dot,” one of the prominent associa- 
tion men said to me. He has a mind of his own, as every 
man should have and as every man has had who ever 
amounted to shucks, 

Such an exposition of lumber insurance as was pre- 
sented in Secretary Lachmund’s report is seldom seen. 
a association has been doing business since April 23, 

97, and its loss by fire up to date is $4.31. An annex to 
the shed of the Wilbur Lumber Company, at Waterloo, 
comune fire and was damaged to that extent. In a 
ee Sense retail lumber yards do not burn, yet strange 
pectin J there are plenty of yard men who keep right on 
$1 1 t in the old line companies, paying a rate of from 
to ol let when they could save anywhere from $25 

5 yearly by insuring in the companies which were 





organized for the express purpose of saving them money. 
Then I wish every yard man not insured in their own 
mutuals could hear some of the experiences related by 
their brother dealers in regard to settlements when they 
have met with losses and were insured in the old line 
companies. Many of these stories are not very flattering 
to the old line companies, I assure you. 

The insurance feature alone ought to be a lever that 
would raise every yard man of the country into the retail 
associations. But we will come to it after a while—that 
is, the most of us will. There will be a few hangers out 
among us who will do business in a bungling manner, 
paying twice as much for insurance as it is worth, and 
trusting to providence for protection from the poacher, 
but the little think tanks of the most of us will put forth 
the convincing argument and in we will go. It is a slow 
process to acquire knowledge. 

Proposed Change in Lien Law Knocked Out. 


There was considerable anxiety on the part of those in 
attendance over the bill that had been introduced at 
Madison which, if passed, would make the lien law a dif- 
ferent thing than it has been, The bill was sprung by 
Milwaukee politicians, which is another illustration that 
if there is any devil to pay it is in our big towns. The 
bill introduced said that unless the material men notified 
the consumer of the material within ten days from the 
‘date of its purchase he (the consumer) would be held for 
its payment, he would not be liable. Now wouldn’t that 
be a pretty kettle of fish? A carpenter or contractor who 
may not be worth a collectable dime may have agreed 
with Retired Farmer Jones to build him a house and come 
to you and bargain for the lumber. He may buy the 
lumber a month before a foundation stone is laid, but if 
within ten days of its purchase you do not notify Retired 
Tarmer Jones that you shall look to him for payment the 
lien law becomes inoperative and you can look to no one 
but that carpenter or contractor for the pay for the lum- 
ber. Sixty days is now the notification time and the 
yard men say that often it is a short enough time to turn 
themselves in. It was at first suggested in the convention 
that it might be well to send a committee to Madison to 
exercise an influence against the bill. After a brief dis- 
cussion it seemed to be the consensus of opinion that the 
lumbermen at Madison ought to be able properly to watch 
the proceedings and prevent the Milwaukee politicians 
from making the bill a law. There are five lumbermen in 
the senate and four in the assembly, and among these the 
Hon. A. C. Dodge, who represents Green county in the 
assembly, and who runs a yard at Monroe, was named as 
a man who would keep a close watch of affairs. Mr. 
Dodge is president of the insurance association and has 
been an active member of the retail association from its 
start. 

The train which in part was made up of the sleeper 
in which I was to bunk, and which was to carry me to a 
Minnesota point, started from Milwaukee at 5:10. Mr. 
Lachmund, said we could take a 5 o’clock train from Mil- 
waukee and by making the string of the bow beat the 
sleeper into Madison by more than an hour. On the 
way Secretary Lachmund telegraphed Mr. Dodge to meet 
us in Madison. The probability was that considering the 
short time we were to be at the state capital the dis- 
patch and Mr. Dodge would fail to connect, but no sooner 
had we sat down to our oysters and coffee than the gen- 
tleman we wanted to see walked in. He did not lack 
much of beating us at the place named. Mr. Dodge looks 
a good deal like a statesman, but, unlike a true Badger, 
he refused to take a glass of beer. Secretary Lachmund 
informed him of the sense of the meeting and Mr. Dodge 
replied that only the day before—the very day they were 
worrying over the matter in the convention—the bill was 
reported by the committee to the assembly with instruc- 
tions that it be indefinitely postponed. So away goes the 
proposed change in the Wisconsin lien law. I should have 
telegraphed the news to the LUMBERMAN that night, but 
as it was the evening the paper goes to press I did not 
know but the big editors might have sent the last forms 
to the printing house and gone home. There are 500 yard 
men in Wisconsin who will be glad to read this news. Mr. 
Dodge was on the committee on cities and gave it to the 
blamed bill in the jugular. The statesman-lumberman 
wanted us to go up to the capitol and see the place where 
the state laws are made, but we did not have the time. 
At the Madison station the train with the sleeper pulled 
in, I went to my little bed and Mr. Lachmund started 
for his home in Sauk City, both feeling like fighting 
cocks. 

Here is another mission of the retail associations, name- 
ly, to prevent, if possible, any legislation that may be 
detrimental to the interests of the yard man. I could 
tell you, if at this time it was my business to do so, how 
representatives of the associations have hung around the 
state capitals, using their influence to thwart objection- 
able bills. This is another reason why I want to see 
every yard man in every state which has an association 
become a member. The politician, schemer though he 
may be, will think twice before he will go dead against 
the wishes of every man in the state who sells lumber. 
Your average politician has an eye to the windward. 
Every step he hopes may lead to a higher one. It’s votes 
that get him there, and every time it’s votes he wants. 
Around every Wisconsin yard there are from two to five 
of these votes. The rule holds good in other states. I 
hope you see the point. 

The New President. 

Nels Holman, of Deerfield, the new president of the 
Wisconsin association, took hold of the gavel when he 
was inducted into office just as if he were “to the man- 
ner born.” It was quite evident, even to the casual 
observer, that he waa not a novice in parliamentary 
usage, and from surface indications he will make the 


Wisconsin association one of the best presidents it has 
ever had. Mr. Holman was born on a farm one mile 
from Deerfield, May 3, 1861, of Norwegian parents. He 
worked on the farm until 21 years of age, and during 
the winter months attended the common school, Marshall 
academy and Red Wing seminary. In 1888 he was 
graduated from the law school of the University of Wis- 
consin, but owing to illness did not engage in the prac- 
tice of law and has never taken it up since. 

Prior to this, however, he started in the retail lumber 
business in partnership with P. B. Grinde, in 1885, and 
the firm of Grinde & Holman has remained unchanged to 
this day. Mr. Holman’s experience in public affairs 
has been large and of a character that has brought him 
in contact with his fellow citizens to the eminent satis- 
faction of all. In his candidacy for office Mr. Holman 
has been defeated but once, and that was the first time 
he ran, when he was nominated for town clerk on one 
ticket and for justice of the peace on another. It lodked 
like a cinch, but he was defeated for both positions. 
Since then he has learned the ropes and has never again 
met with defeat. In 1888 he was elected town clerk of 
Deerfield and was re-elected during the two succeeding 
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years. In 1891 he was chosen chairman of the town 
board of supervisors, and a member of the board of 
trustees of the newly incorporated village of Deerfield 
in 1892. In 1898 he was elected president of the village 
and was re-elected in the following year. He has been 
a member of the Dane county board of supervisors con- 
tinuously since his first election in 1891. This body has 
the control of the county affairs and is composed of 
fifty-two members. In 1892 he was elected to the lower 
house of the Wisconsin assembly on the republican ticket 
and served one term. 

In addition to his other qualifications for association 
leadership, Mr. Holman is a newspaper editor. In 1895 
he published the Deerfield Enterprise, which he sold out 
in 1896. He established the Deerfield News in Septem- 
ber, 1899, a paper that he still edits and controls. 

Mr. Holman enjoys the friendship of Senator Knute 
Nelson, of Minnesota, as the farm upon which the for- 
mer was born adjoins that where Senator Nelson spent 
his boyhood days. Senator Nelson still owns the farm 
and visits it often during the recesses of congress. 


Convention Squibs. 


I didn’t see a man who was not glad he was there. 

There is more scrapping in Wisconsin than is good for 
the trade. 

My, but what a good lot of fellows there are in the 
Wisconsin association. 

“Earle, of Darlington,’ was greeted with applause 
when he entered the convention hall, 

The joke of it was that our own Lu Fuller was taken 
for a confidence man. 

Laun Bros., Elkhart Lake, run the unusual combina- 
tion of lumber and furniture. 

Alexander Mathewson, first secretary of the associa- 
tion, now practicing law in Janesville, dropped in on 
Wednesday night. 

Rietbrock & Halsey are lawyers as well as lumbermen. 
Mr. Halsey is circuit judge. W.T. McGuire, who travels 
for the firm, is about to make a visit to Pennsylvania. 

Grip had to get in its work on some of the members 
of the association about the time they expected to start 
for Milwaukee. 

Not a single lumberman brought his best gir] along. 
In this regard the Wisconsin dealers are a little in the rear 
of the procession. 

I wish we knew how much money was represented by 
the steel tape rules which the Paroid roofing people have 
handed out at the conventions this season. 

When introduced to M. J. Hand. he says his name is 
easy to remember and then he gives your hand an extra 
squeeze to make it stick in your mind. 

Sam Pine, of the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, at times 
had to wrestle to make the yard men believe that his 
name really was Pine. They regarded him as they would’ 


had he told them his name was hemlock or basswood. 
The published list is never an accurate record of those 
in attendance. Somebody always gets left out. Jack 
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Hughes graced the lobby of the Plankinton, yet the list 
does not show that he was on earth at that time. 

John Beck, of Benton, was not with us this-year. He 
says it cost him $25 to attend the convention last winter 
and that this year, instead, he will go to the Galena fair. 

President Pierstorff was so informal that he could pre- 
side with one foot on the table. Mr. Pierstorff is some- 
thing of a politician, at one time having run for state 
treasurer. 1 believe he has seriously thought of tackling 
the congressional proposition. 

Wednesday night when the rest of them had gone off to 
the naughty Star theater Frank Crowley and I| sank into 
soft seats at the hotel and talked literature. Mr. Crowley 
is acquainted with the literature that tells. He is a fellow 
of fine tastes and handed out the only lithographed card 
1 saw at the convention. 

A salvation army sister struck a Klondike among the 
lumbermen. She would pass her tambourine, and small 
coins by the handful were thrown in. The first time 
she held out the tambourine toward Peter Olson, of 
Blanchardville, that gentleman thought she was dis- 
tributing nickels among the crowd, and took one. The 
sister was going to protest, when Billy Ridd whispered 
to her to never mind and threw in a dime to make it 
more than square. 

For several months, J. L. Stewart, of Baraboo, is sur- 
rounded on three sides by the winter quarters of the 
Ringling show. This close contact with wooden sheds 
and barns has prevented his getting insurance in Mr. 
Hollis’ company. He has become so used to the roar of 
the lions and the snort of the other man eating animals 
that he does not give them a passing thought. He has 
become so animalfied, as it were, that he did not even 
go in and take a look at the baby elephant that died. 
‘Lhe showmen pay him several thousand dollars every year 
for material. 

All told there were forty traveling boys in Milwaukee, 
and it does beat the dickens that these boys are always 
doing something for their friends. C. B. Boutelle, of the 
Flambeau Lumber Company, stirred around among his 
brother salesmen and got up a little theater party for the 
out of the state association officials and some of us im- 
pecunious lumber journalists. Then the boys presented 
the association with the convention badge, and when I 
had hung it on the portier with a score of others my best 
girl said it was one of the neatest of the lot. Without the 
boys our conventions would be dryer aiffairs than they 
are, 





MUTUAL INSURANCE. 


The following very careful review of the subject of 
fire insurance was prepared by W. A. C. Miller, to be 
read at the banquet in connection with the Michigan 
Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association meeting at Detroit. 
At his own suggestion, however, the reading was at that 
time omitted in order to shorten the program, with the 
suggestion that it be printed in the AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN, and it has purposely been withheld until it could 
be given in its entirety. 1t will be found worthy of 
careful perusal, 


In the United States we have an annual fire waste of 
$150,000,000, also paid fire departments that cost $150,000,- 
vvO more. Wach man here and everyone who pays $10 or 
$100 or $1,000 in premiums or taxes is paying so much of 
this waste. ‘To bring this a little nearer to your mental 
vision, let us suppose that a city the size of Detroit is de- 
stroyed by tire each year; the assessed valuation of Detroit 
without the land is $150,000,000. ‘The fires in the United 
States actually destroy such a city annually. ‘The proper 
remedy is to reduce the risks with proper construction, regu- 
lated by law, with a fire marshal in each state authorized to 
investigate thoroughly the cause of a tire and lay the blame 
and responsibility upon the guilty or negligent. 

In France the loss on each $100 is about 6 cents, in New 
York 58 cents, in Massachusetts 60 cents, in Arkansas and 
Texas very much higher, thirteen times the cost of insurance 
in Great britain and twenty-eight times the cost of insurance 
in rance, because of the code Napoleon, which provides that 
every person is liable for any loss or damage or injury caused 
by his carelessness or neglect. Under this law jt is pre- 
sumed that every tire is caused by the act or neglect of some 
tenant, and the burden of proof rests with him that the fire 
originated from a defect in the building or some cause beyond 
his control In the absence of such proof the tenant is re- 
sponsible to his landlord and neighbor. If the fire originated 
from a defect in the building the landlord is held responsible 
to the tenant and to the owners of adjoining property. 

An effort is now being made to secure the appointment of 
a fire marshal for Michigan and the project is worthy of 
your support. In states where a fire marshal has en 
appointed with proper authority it is claimed that the losses 
have been reduced from 25 to 40 percent. ‘The annual fire 
loss for Michigan is about $3,000,000 and you are paying 
$5,000,000 in premiums to cover that loss; if this loss can 
be reduced 25 percent through the influence of a fire marshal 
and better inspection, your share of the fire waste can be 
reduced more than $1,000,000, and your premiums reduced 25 
percent. Good construction, good care, sprinkling systems, 
fire extinguishers, water barrels and water buckets and an 
authorized investigation into the origin of all fires will reduce 
the cost of fire insurance and protection. 


The following paragraphs Mr. Miller quoted from the 
AMERICAN LUMBERMAN of February 2: 


Mutual insurance, meaning thereby a form of insurance in 
which men co-operate for their own protection, with their own 
insurance as a primary object and profit if introduced at all 
as a secondary one, has taken many forms and still exists in 
some cases with eminent success. One form of this kind of 
insurance is especially honored by the term mutual. The 
most eminent examples of success in this line are found in 
the so called “factory mutuals’’ of New England and in the 
east and some s ful organizations of the sort in the 
west. These concerns are distinguished by an extremely con- 
servative management and close inspection of risks, and con- 
sequently a minimum of losses and a maximum of saving to 
their members. 

Mutual fire insurance has to a certain extent an unsavory 
reputation in the west, where concerns carelessly conducted 
have gone to the wall with sometimes disastrous results; but 
there are eminently successful organizations of this sort 
which depend not upon a paper guaranty, but upon the pos- 


session of actual cash, or its equivalent, as a basis for their 
solvency. Among them in the general field are such institu- 
tions as the Mill Owners’ Fire Insurance Company and the 
Protection Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Chicago. In 
the lumber line there are a half dozen or more successful 
mutuals, also on a strictly cash basis and with a close selec- 
tion of inspection of risks. 

Another class of insurance concerns sometimes mutual in 
their organization are the Lloyds, but for the most part they 
are conducted for profit and go out for business in competi- 
tion with the stock companies. On the whole, it is probable 
that the experiences of these organizations have not been 
entirely satisfactory, largely because there is not the thor- 
ough mutuality of interest that obtains in the strictly mutual 
companies of which each of the insured is a member. 

A third form of insurance is what may be called mutual 
underwriting. ‘This is a form of insurance where each one 
who enters into it underwrites, in proportion to the policy he 
carries, the insurance on each of his associates. It is claimed 
that no organization of this sort has ever failed, although 
some may have passed out of existence. The intent of such 
an underwriters’ association, if so it may be called, is to 
enable members to exchange insurance in equal amounts with 
each other. There are several examples of this class of insur- 
ance in the lumber trade of the west. One is found in the 
white pine northwest, where what are known as the Weyer- 
haeuser mills and some others entered into an agreement by 
which in case of fire loss at any one mill each of the others 
will pay to that mill a specified amount. The business is done 
practically without expense, and there is such a number of 
mills in the arrangement that a loss of any size which would 
cripple the association is practically impossible. The Lum- 
bermen’s Exchange Association, as it is called, of Kansas 
City, is a similar organization, applied to the retail lumber 
trade, having several hundred members each of whom under- 
writes the risk of the others. This organization also has 
been extremely successful. In the southwest also is found 
an example of this class of insurance as applied to saw mills, 
known as the Manufacturing Lumbermen’s Underwriters of 
Kansas City, Mo. In this case something above fifty selected 
mills co-operate in insurance. Both the moral and physical 
hazard must be unexceptional. No mill which is not backed 
by suflicient timber to insure a long life for it is admitted, 
and in every particular the physical conditions must be satis- 
factory, both to all the others insured and to the managers of 
the agreement, 

To this end indemnity or insurance Is exchanged with mem- 
bers only, and under no circumstances is a policy issued to 
anyone not a member. Prospective members are selected by 
the manager and their names submitted for approval to the 
members who have signed the agreement, any objection made 
by any subscriber preventing further solicitation and the 
party becomes ineligible. As the members are all engaged in 
the same line of business, they form a class by themselves, 
and are intimately known one to the other by their trade 
relations. ‘Therefore, only the best and strongest, morally 
and financially, are accepted, and the moral hazard is thus 
practically eliminated. ‘That this point is important is shown 
by the fact that well posted people attribute 45 percent or 
more of the annual fire losses to what may be called the 
moral hazard, leaving 55 percent or less for accidental fires. 
By the moral hazard it is not meant that incendiarism is 
practiced necessarily, but that fires are the result of care- 
lessness which should be impossible with a first class, going 
concern, 


Mr. Miller’s paper concluded as follows: 

To get the lowest rates we should encourage insurance com- 
panies that confine their risk to our line of business. The 
stock companies’ rates in Detroit on lumber yards are $22.25 
per $1,000 to $82.50 per $1,000 on planing mills, and the 
lumber mutuals from $10 to $12.50 per $1,000 on lumber. 
The records show that 10 percent of the premiums paid since 
1820 in Detroit has paid all the fire losses. As a contrast to 
rates on other lines of business, one large wholesale dry goods 
concern had a rating in Detroit of 85 cents upon the $100, 
and when a fire started in that establishment the employees 
could not get out of the building and many of them were 
burned with the building and contents; and yet this fire was 
not investigated or the blame attached to the negligent par- 
ties or the rates changed. Is it a wonder that we pay 60 
cents a hundred fur insurance and the I’'renchmen pay but 6 
cents a hundred dollars for the same protection, 

OBA PDPD PID LILI ID DD 
A GROWING EASTERN HOUSE. 

In the record of business changes in the LUMBERMAN 
of February 16 appeared a notice to the effect that 
George I’, Lance would establish a lumber yard at Read- 
ing, Pa. This was literally correct, but incorrect inas- 
much as it inferred that it was a new business which 
was being established, whereas George F. Lance has beer 
in the lumber business at that point more than twenty 
years, during which time he has had three different 
plants, each one larger than the former one, and his 
fourth is one of the best equipped establishments in the 
country for the class of trade handled by Mr. Lance. He 
is a wholesale amd retail dealer in hardwoods, cypress, 
hemlock etc. The new yard occupies three acres, having 
a street frontage of 390 feet, a depth of 440 feet and a 
railroad frontage of 700 feet. It is located at Third and 
Butterworth streets, The yard has been very carefully 
prepared and the improvements now being erected are of 
the finest sort. The yard is perfectly level and topped 
out with two feet or more of furnace cinders and oyster 
shells. When completed it will have 1,000 feet of rail- 
road track arranged so that the stock can be handled 
very largely direct from the cars to the piles or into 
sheds. The first shed has just been completed, measuring 
60x210 feet and 20 feet high. Another under construc- 
tion will be 24x150 feet, of the same hight, one end of 
which will be a stable with room for sixteen horses. 
Both of the sheds will be covered and sheathed with gal- 
vanized corrugated iron. In this plant Mr. Lance han- 
dies a general assortment of lumber and timber suitable 
for the retail trade, from hemlock joists amd studding to 
12x16-50 yellow pine, as well as the woods mentioned 
above. Reading has now a population of 90,000, is hav- 
ing a rapid and healthy growth, and the factories there, 
which are numerous and varied, are prosperous and con- 
stantly adding to the population of the city. Mr. Lance 
says that business looks very promising in Reading and 
vicinity. The city will build during the next season prob- 
ably 800 dwelling houses and some business places nine 
to ten stories high; also a large steel plant, and locomo- 
“tive and other factories. 


PABA 
Cal Balmer has bought the interest of his partner, P. 
Althaus, in the business of Althaus & Balmer, at Bluff- 
ton, Ohio, will add new and modern. machinery and 
None gpa tae hardwood lumber and farming tool 
andies. 





REVIEW OF THE TRADE. 

If everything goes well the lake trade season will start 
off with considerable activity, for the docks at upper 
lake ports are well swept and there is a relish for good 
sized stocks. Elements that may interfere with this 
vigorous beginning of what promises to be an active 
season of navigation are the possible strike in the 
anthracite regions, which would shut off the supply of 
coal for shipment, and the threatened strike of marine 
engineers on the great lakes. The latter is perhaps the 
more probable of the two, though a crisis has not been 
reached and there is ample time for adjustment during 
the next two months. Some vesselmen would not look 
with unmixed disfavor upon a contingency delaying for 
a few weeks the opening of navigation, for the impetus 
thereby imparted to traffic would tend to make firm car- 
rying rates for the remainder of the season. A strike in 
the anthracite mines would of course exert the same 
effect upon anthracite trade, though not to the same 
degree as if it were to occur in the fall when demand 
for fuel attains greatest hight. With these indetermi- 
nate clouds somewhat misting the outlook, anthracite 
shippers are nevertheless making active preparations 
for the start of lake transportation, It is reported that 
many vessels at Buffalo and Erie have already taken on 
coal cargoes and that as soon as the word is given big 
fleets will start and distribute their aggregate large 
tonnage among upper lake ports. A comfortable amount 
of anthracite coal is now in the east but it cannot be 
learned that any great quantity is being stored, demand 
from consumers continuing good, 

This low temperature is keeping the anthracite market 
in better shape than usual with the departing season. 
That the cold weather is the mainstay of the market is 
indicated by the softness which creeps into prices here 
and there whenever the weather moderates enough to 
relax the demand. It is believed that there are no large 
stocks on hand throughout the west, or very few. As 
is usual and timely for March, orders are not large, a 
10-car requirement being the exception and half that 
amount from one dealer about the maximum. ‘The 
northwest continues to call upon Chicago for anthracite 
and constant shipments from this city meet demands 
for coal at the Twin Cities and tributary territory. The 
yard trade at Chicago is exceedingly good and there is 
not a little difficulty in keeping up with demand. Owing 
to excellent railroad service this winter these docks have 
been enabled to piece out their deficiencies with acces- 
sions of all-rail coal and even those docks most gener- 
ously supplied when the season of navigation ended have 
been helping themselves lavishly to the cars that have 
been arriving so freely. The eastbound roads still have 
at many side tracks a large number of cars, which is a 
remote menace to strength but which may with continu- 
ing cold weather be absorbed by the western trade during 
the present month. 

The chronic heaviness of the bituminous trade also 
yields to the down dipping of the thermometer. Febru- 
ary weather at Chicago was the lowest with one excep- 
tion since 1875, the mean temperature for the montli 
being 17 degrees as against a mean of 26 degrees through 
a series of twenty-nine years, or 9 degrees below normal. 
There was also about the usual amount of brceziness, 
which adds not a little to fuel burning needs. Yet in 
the February weather there were no excessively low 
plunges, 1 degree below zero being barely reached twice. 
The comparative evenness of the temperature deceived 
in a measure. March so far has been doing well by the 
coal man and eating steadily into fuel accumulations. 
Domestic coals are now in fair shape. Hocking valley 
has struck a level at $2.75, Chicago; Indiana block is 
steady and Wilmington and other of the better grades 
in Illinois are apparently on hard ground. But the 
increasing needs of the country, growing out of larger 
consumption, are met without difficulty, for many min- 
ing properties have been running on partial time and a 
steadier operation brings out the needed fuels. The 
railroads are well disposed towards the producers, when 
assured that the coal is going direct to definite destina- 
tion and not scheduled for long summering at some inter- 
mediate way station. Consumption may be exceeding 
production but, if so, it is not apparent, on account of 
the large drafts made upon storage holdings. 

When business for the coming year is regarded there is 
scope for conjecture, affecting prices and supplies. Rail- 
road traffic officials are still poising aloft to study the 
question of rates for the new coal year, beginning April 
1, and are slow to arrive at a decision in reference 
thereto. The meeting called for Pittsburg for last week 
was postponed but action is expected within the current 
month on the subject of rates and may come within a 
few days. There are those who do not look for any 
material reduction from present tariffs. The recent 
filing of a complaint against a West Virginia railroad 
for making a cut rate on a large contract for railroad 
coal delivered at Chicago and the wide publicity given 
thereto by the newspapers may instill cautiousness 
among carriers in respect to the entire coal traffic, 
though the contract in question had no reference to gel 
eral commercial trade. 

Coke continues to look upward. Production is heavy 
and there has been announced by the largest producing 
interest an advance of 15 cents a ton. Producers seem 





to have acquired a dislike for heavy stocks at Chicago, 
for gear | exists and the demands are more than suffi- 
e care of current receipts. 
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Association News. 


Lumber Association Meetings. 


March 14—North Carolina Pine Association banquet. 
Point Comfort, Va. 

April 9—Texas Lumbermen’s Association. Dallas, Tex. 

April 16—Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association of Mississippi. 
Jackson, Miss. p 





Old 





MISSISSIPPI RETAILERS. 


Secretary W. G. Harlow, of the Retail Lumber Dealers’ 
Association of Mississippi, under date of February 27, 
has issued the following circular letter to members of the 
association and “all lumbermen”: 


Our next annual convention will be held at Jackson, Miss., 
Tuesday, April 16, at such place as may be later selected. 
We anticipate that the business of the association can be 
finished in a one day session, by close attention and work. 
On Tuesday night the Jackson lumbermen —— to en- 
tertain the members of the association and all visiting lum- 
bermen; the exact form of entertainment has not been an- 
nounced but will be named in the April bulletin. 

Wednesday morning, the 17th, it 


8 proposed to have an 
excursion over Gulf 


Ship Island railroad to Gulfport, 
Miss., stopping at Saratoga, Mount Olive, Ora, Seminary, 
Hattiesburg, McLaurin, McHenry and other towns enroute, 
visiting the many mills at these points and reaching Gulf- 
port at 6 p. m. That night at 9 o’clock a Hoo-Hoo con- 
eatenation will be held by Vicegerents Hill and Rawlins 
at the Gulfport hall. 

Thursday, the 18th, a steamship excursion will be run 
from Gulfport to Ship Island, taking in, en route, the 
many ships anchored In the sound loading with lumber for 
foreign ports and reaching Ship Island in time to give those 
who desire ample time for fishing, hunting etc., and return- 
ing to Gulfport in the afternoon and thence to Jackson 
that night. a 

This will be in all a most delightful meeting and excur- 
sion, and an inexpensive one—information as to rates will 
be furnished later. 

The directors of this association desire that every mem- 
ber be on hand, and that those so fortunate as to have 
them bring their wives or sweethearts. All lumbermen are 
invited and urged to meet with us and the privileges of the 
excursion are extended them. 





TEXAS LUMBERMEN’S ASSOCIATION. 


The date of the annual meeting of the Texas Lumber- 
men’s Association has been set as April 9; the place, 
Dallas, Tex., with headquarters at the Oriental hotel. 
Secretary Carl F. Drake was in consultation with the 
local committee at Dallas this week and preparations 
were perfected for what doubtless will be a rousing meet- 
ing and a splendid entertainment. 





MEETING OF HEMLOCK MANUFACTURERS. 


Secretary F. W. Shepard has called a meeting of the 
Northwestern Hemlock Manufacturers’ Association, to be 
held at Milwaukee on Tuesday next, March 12. We 
are not informed as to the place of the meeting, but 
presume that it will be held at the Plankinton house. 
The conditions of the hemlock market are such, Secre- 
tary Shepard says, that a meeting is absolutely neces- 
sary in order to take stock of the situation and see if 
some uniformity cannot be obtained in prices, as there 
seems to be at the present time considerable discrep- 
ancy as between various shippers. 





NORTH CAROLINA PINE MEN TO BANQUET. 


The AMERICAN LUMBERMAN is in receipt of an invi- 
tation, over the signature of Secretary C. S. Russell, 
to participate in a banquet to be given by the North 
Carolina Pine Association. The event is to be in recog- 
nition of an annual observance and the banquet will 
be given at the Hotel Chamberlain, Old Point Comfort, 
Va., beginning at 2:30 p. m., March 14, for which point 
the association members will leave Norfolk at 12 noon 
that day. The banquet unquestionably will be a thor- 
ough exemplification of that deservedly and time hon- 
ored phrase “southern hospitality.” 





THE MASSACHUSETTS WHOLESALERS’ 
ANNUAL. 

Boston, Mass., March 6.—The annual meeting of the 
Wholesale Lumber Association of Massachusetts was 
held at the Parker house, Boston. on February 27. fol- 
lowed by the annual dinner. The election of officers 
resulted in the choice for president of Horace M. Bick- 
ford, of the H. M. Bickford Companv; vice president, 
Charles C, Batchelder, of the Boston Lumber Company, 
and the re-election as secretary and treasurer of F. A. 
Kimball, of A. & F. A. Kimball. The treasurer’s report 
showed the association to be in a satisfactory financial 
condition. Resolutions were adopted, prepared by a 
committee previously appointed, upon the death of 
Theodore Badger, late of Boston. The following firms, 
all of Boston. were admitted to membership in the 
association: Jones & Witherbee, Wood, Baker & Co., 
and the Chequasset Lumber Company. 

The committee of the association for the revision of 
the inspection rules on lumber presented a report show- 
ing Drogress had been made toward a more uniform and 
intelligent construction of the existing rules, and the 
revision of such parts as are conflicting or have become 
obsolete. D. A. Sullivan, of the Union Lumber Com- 
panv, Jamestown. N. Y., and E. A. Beckley, of Crosby 
& Beckley, New Haven, Conn., were present as guests 
and took part in the discussion of the question of survey 
and inspection. 


~~ 


AN IOWA LOCAL ASSOCIATION ANNUAL. 


(Special to the AmMprican LUMBERMAN.) 
H Stoux Crry, Iowa, March 7.—When the Northwestern 
owa Retail Lumbermen’s Association was called to order 





here today at the Hotel Mondamin there was gathered 
together the largest number of its members in the his- 
tory of its annual conventions. This was the sixth 
annual meeting of the association, and was called to 
order at 11 a. m. Among the principal business trans- 
acted was the election of officers, which resulted as fol- 
lows: President, W. H. Perry, of Lemars; vice president, 


W. D. Shuttleworth, of Ocheyedan; secretary and treas-- 


urer, James F. Weart, of Cherokee, re-elected. A paper 
on “Trusts versus Associations” was read by Platt B. 
Walker jr., and, with the paper presented by Met L. 
Saley, of the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, met with a hearty 
welcome. Addresses were made by A. F. Frudden, of 
Dubuque, James A. Smith, of Osage, and others. It 
was decided to hold the semi-annual meeting in August, 
at Spencer. In the evening a theater party was given, 
the attraction being West’s minstrels and the hosts 
the Curtis Sash & Door Company. 

{A full detailed report of the association’s annual 
meeting, including the reports and papers read, will 
appear in the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN of March 16.— 
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THE NATIONAL WHOLESALERS’ ANNUAL. 


(Special to the AMBpRICAN LUMBERMAN.) 

Pitrspure, Pa., March 7.—The nirth annual meeting 
of the National Wholesale Lumber Dealers’ Association, 
held in this city yesterday and today, was the most 
largely attemded in the history of the organization and 
one of the most enthusiastic. Three hundred people 
were present, representing 130 wholesale firms and 
eleven retail associations. The joint conference of whole- 
salers and retailers was entirely harmonious and re- 
sulted in actior limiting the time for making classifica- 
tions so that unnecessary delay might be avoided and 
also looking toward united efforts against the “scal- 
per,” either wholesale or retail. 

Reports from the officers showed a much wider use 
of the bureau of information during the last year than 
previously. Since the last annual meeting 42 members 
have been added and 17 lost, making the present mem- 
bership 270. The new association emblem, designed to 
identify as such members of the association, was widely 
distributed to members present—in exchange for $5 
bills—and was much admired. 

An amendment offered by John N. Scatcherd, of Buf- 
falo, was adopted, in accordance with a recommenda- 
tion in the secretary’s report providing for an execu- 
tive committee of officers and three trustees elected by 
the president, to relieve the board of trustees of minor 
duties. M. M. Wall, of Buffalo, surveyor general of the 
National Hardwood Lumber Association and chairman 
of the committee on hardwood inspection, presented the 
report of that committee, following which the meeting 
heartily indorsed the National inspection system and 
the National Hardwood Lumber Association. 

John J. McKelvey, general counsel of the association, 
ir an interesting report on behalf of the legal depart- 
ment, discussed the effect of the national bankruptcy 
law upon claim collections, commending it except upon 
one point—the interpretation making all payments 
within four months prior to the failure preferences. 

The hearing sought by the department against the 
Norfolk & Western railroad will soon come up before 
the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

A public inspection system under state authority was 
discussed and tentatively recommended. 

The committee on legislation reported that nothing 
could be done with the Cullom interstate commerce bill 
at the last session, but thought that with united effort 
the mext congress might be induced to do something. 

President Lippincott was highly complimented by the 
association for his conduct of its executive department 
during the past year and was re-elected, with no other 
candidate presented. 

At the trustees’ meeting following the regular con- 
vention, the recommendation havimg been made by unani- 
mous vote in open meeting, all the old officers were re- 
elected and Secretary Perry and Counsel McKelvey were 
re-engaged. 

Of the seven retiring trustees, C. H. Bond, C. E. Row- 
land, Pendennis White amd J. A. Cheyne were re-elected. 
Alfred Haines declined re-election, having served two 
years. The new trustees elected were: George D. Bur- 
gess, Memphis, Tenn.; E. L. Fisher, Cleveland, Ohio; 
and Edward Hines, Chicago. 

President Lippincott said that invitations for the mext 
place of meeting had been received from business organi- 
zations in Milwaukee and elsewhere, not connected with 
lumber, and invited further suggestions for the guidance 
of the board of trustees. Lewis C. Slade, of Sagimaw, 
Mich., strongly advocated the importance from a strate- 
gic standpoint of Chicago as the place of the next meet- 
ing in order to strengthen the membership of the asso- 
ciation in the-west. President Russe, of the Memphis 
Lumbermen’s Club, extended an invitation from Mem- 
phis. J. E. Defebaugh, editor of the American Lum- 
BERMAN, stated that if the board decided in favor of 
Chicago he would guarantee, personally and on behalf 
of the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN and of the Chicago trade 
and the west generally, a large attendance and royal 
welcome. The sentiment seemed to be in favor of going 
west for the next meeting. 

Pittsburg entertained with lavish hospitality, giving 
a vaudeville smoker Wednesday night, an excursior to 
the Carnegie steel mills Thursday morning and a ban- 
quet on Thursday night. In many informal ways it 
further expressed the individual and collective hospi- 
tality of Pittsburg, of all of which and of the meeting 
more will be said later, for the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN 
has for some years made the official stenographic report, 
which will be published mext week. 


Hoo-Hoo Doings. 





South Carolina’s First Concatenation. 


Two concatenations were held at Sumter, 8S. C., Feb- 
ruary 23, the first ever held in the state. The officiating 
Nine at the afternoon concatenation were: Snark of the 
Universe, W. B. Stillwell; Senior Hoo-Hoo, H. J. Lane- 
aster; Junior Hoo-Hoo, W. F. Baker; Bojum, Z. W. 
Whitehead; Scrivenoter, Walter P. Ott; Jabberwock, 
George V. Denny; Custocatian, C. W. Howard; Arcan- 
oper, T. J. Davis; Gurdon, W. F. Baker. The following 
were the initiates: 

Charles Holmes Evans, of D. W. Alderson & Sons Co., 
Aleolu, 8. C. 

Henry James McLaurin, jr., Sumter, 8. C. 

— Lacy Rankin, W. L. Rankin & Bro., Mars Bluff, 


“William Hooper Haigh, Mars Bluff, 8. C. 


In the evening the Nine was the same as during the 
afternoon concatenation, excepting that G. V. Denny 
acted as Senior Hoo-Hoo, W. B. Dozier as Jabberwock, 
H. J. McLaurin, jr., as Arcanoper, and H. J. Lancaster 
as Gurdon. The initiates were: 


Robert Joseph Alderman, D. W. Alderman Sons Co., Alco- 
lu Cc 


le, & C. 
ts 7 Diggers, Diggers Lumber Company, Colum- 

* oC, 
od nee Coffin Shand, Shand Blacksmith Supply Co., Colum- 

a, S. ©. 

Lawrence Ward Gorfall, Santee River Cypress Lumber Co., 
Ferguson, 8S. C 

Supreme Snark Stillwell reports both concatenations 
to have been successful in every way and both most 
enjoyable occasions, An “on the roof,’ in which the 
fun was fast and furious, followed the evening con- 
catenation. Supreme Scrivenoter J. H. Baird announces 
that the result of the two concatenations has been to 
give the state of South Carolina a sufficient number of 
members to entitle her to a Vicegerent, and Snark Still- 
well has appointed to that position F. H. Seeley, of 
Ferguson, 8. C., connected with the Santee River Cypress 
Lumber Company, and one of the best known lumber- 
men in the state. Arrangements have been made for a 
series of concatenations at Ferguson, Columbia and other 
places throughout South Carolina. Scrivenoter Baird 
adds: “It seems at last that Hoo-Hoo has a foothold 
on the Atlantic seaboard that will result in a wide 
extension of its membership among a very desirable 
class of lumber business people.” . 

reer 


Joseph Gurdon Granbery, D. W. Alderman Sons Co., Alco- 
Cc 


His First Concatenation. 


Sam R. Guyther, the tank man of Patterson, La., sends 
the announcement of a maiden concatenation in his 
capacity as one of the Vicegerent Snarks of Louisiana, 
February 23, at Franklin, La., home of former Governor 
Foster, a town eminently intellectual, in the famous Teche 
country and immortalized by Longfellow’s “Evangeline.” 
Guyther is nothing if not original. He may not be able 
to lead a cotillion, but he can lead victims through the 
Hoo-Hoo gardens right and left after Snark Stillwell’s 
most approved methods, with certain Louisiana variations 
of his own. The red cypress fraternity know his versatil- 
ity even if the outside world doesn’t, and that Hoo-Hoo 
class at Franklin went through an educational experience 
to last a lifetime. Guyther is a tank man, and some of 
his subjects it is unkindly intimated on this occasion 
imitated his wares, but that is neither here nor there; 
those who know him best say that he did not fall down in 
this his first concatenation. 





Vicegerent Snark W. J. T. Saint, of Pennsylvania, 
announces a concatenation to be held at Marienville, 
that state, Tuesday evening, March 12. 





FORESTRY LEGISLATION IN INDIANA. 


Senate bill No. 153, recently passed by the Indiana 
house of representatives and reported favorably to the 
serrate, covers the appointment of a state board of for- 
estry to consist of five members to be appointed by 
the governor, one from the State Forestry Association, 
one from the Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association of 
Indiana, one from the faculty of Purdue University, and 
an actively engaged mechanic from the woodworkers of 
the state, and one member who shall have special 
knowledge of the theory amd art of forest preservation 
and timber culture, who shall upon his appointment and 
qualification become the secretary of the board and ex- 
officio state forester. The members shall hold office for 
four years and, with the exception of the secretary and 
state forester, serve without compensation. The meet- 
ings of the board are to be held at least once during 
each quarter of the year at Indianapolis, or upor five 
days’ notice. The duties of the board are to collect, 
digest and classify information respecting forests, tim- 
ber lands, forest preservation and timber culture and 
to recommend plans and methods for forest preservation 
and timber culture and for the establishment of state 
forest reserves, amd annually make its report to the 
governor. The duties of the secretary as prescribed by 
the bill or as may be required by the board are that 
he shall so far as possible submit to associations and 
meetings of timber dealers, woodworkers, farmers and 
engineers of maintenance of way of railroads, informa- 
tion and facts as to forests and timbers. The secretary 
and state forester shall receive an annual salary of 
$1,200 amd an allowance for traveling expenses and 
office help not exceeding $600. 
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CHEMICAL PRODUCTS OF THE FOREST. 





A Competence from Discarded Material—Processes of Paper Manufacture and the Woods 
Employed—Progressive Rise in Wood Pulp Price—Examples of 
Profit from Utilization of Waste. 


ere 


[The AMERICAN LUMBERMAN has recently had a number of 
inquiries regarding the distillation of wood alcohol and the 
production of other chemicals from the waste of lumbering 
operations. We are pleased in this connection to be able 
to present the following article prepared by H. O. Chute, 
chemical engineer, who has had large experience in this 
special line, and who adds to his theoretical education as a 
chemist a long practical experience. He has had experience 
in the superintendence of plants for the production of char- 
coal, wood alcohol, acetate of lime and also in the erection 
of such plants, and is at present located in Cleveland, Ohio, 
as consulting specialist in this line-—Ep1Tor.] 

The lumber industry is one in which much raw 
material is sacrificed to produce a small quantity of 
merchantable product. Usually of the many kinds of 
timber found in any locality only one or two are cut 
and brought to the mill, the others being left to be 
consumed later by the forest fires which usually fol- 
low in the wake of lumbering operations. Even of 
that which is brought to the mill a large portion inev- 
itably goes to the burner to be consumed. , 

That the lumberman who is rapidly consuming the 
forest may have his attention called to the value of 
the chemical resources and may be led to utilize them 
is the object of this article. At first sight it would 
seem to be foreign to the business of lumbering to 
give any attention to chemistry; but in these days of 
close competition and necessary saving of everything 
of value it becomes advisable to consider every means 
to increase the merchantable products from a given area 
of operations. 

It is only a few years ago that the head of one of 
the largest packing firms boasted that he needed no 
chemist to aid in butchering; yet today that same firm 
is paying the greatest attention to chemistry, having 
a large corps of chemists and manufacturing an exten- 
sive line of widely advertised extracts which a few 
vears ago were neglected, but which today materially 
increase the profits. One of the greatest benefits of the 
industrial combinations which have taken place to 
such a great extent of late is the facility they offer 
in development of all the by-products which were for- 
merly in many cases difficult to dispose of. 

It is true that within recent years much economy 
has been introduced in the manufacture of lumber; but 
this effort has been directed to getting more lumber 
from a given log, without thought that there might 
be something more than lumber in it. As the lumber- 
man usually owns the forest and thus controls the raw 
materials and as during the logging operations the whole 
of the timber resources could be removed more econom- 
ically than at any other time, these conditions make 
it advisable to work the chemical manufacture in con- 
nection with the lumbering operations. Especially is 
this true where temporary railways are used in trans- 
porting the logs to the mfll, as then the cost of 
transportation while the railway is in operation is 
only nominal, while after it is removed the handling 
of the raw material would be difficult, even if it 
had not been destroyed by fire. 

Pennsylvania is a state in which the forest resources 
have been very largely developed’ in manufacturing chem- 
ical products, and it is hoped that the description which 
it is purposed to give of some of the factories in this 
state and methods of work will prove of interest to 
those who control raw materials which might thus be 
profitably utilized. 

On account of the mountainous character of much 
of the land in this state and its unsuitability for agri- 
culture much of its forest land has been spared from 
the settler’s ax and the timber has remained to be 
utilized in the chemical industries which now flour- 
ish there. These industries depend on those woods 
which are not valuable for timber, as those woods 
which can profitably be sawed into lumber are so used. 
Being one of the older states has given it time to develop 
those industries which are of somewhat minor impor- 
tance and which are always neglected in newer countries. 

Chemistry deals with matter without regard to form, 
and a chemical product is valuable for the substance 
of which it is composed without regard to its size 
or sha The various classes of chemical products 
which are obtained from the forests may be divided 
into the following classes:. 

Cellulose products. 

Products of destructive distillation. 
Soluble extracts. 

Gums and resins. 

Inorganic salts. a 

The solid part of all wood, as of all vegetable mat- 
ter, consists largely of cellulose in a fibrous condition, 
and these fibers when matted together form paper. 
Vegetable fibers have been used from the earliest times 
as writing materials, although it is only recently that 
wood has been used for this purpose. Although the 
Japanese have used the paper mulberry for paper manu- 
facture for a long time, until recently rags were used 
principally in paper making, on account of the extreme 
ease with which they can be worked; but the enor- 
mous demand of late has compelled the use of a more 
abundant and cheaper raw material, which has been 
supplied by wood. 

Pennsylvania has always been prominently engaged 
in this industry. In 1690 William Rittenhausen and 
William Bradford established a paper mill in Roxbor- 
ough, near Philadelphia, on Paper Mill run. The paper 
was made from linen rags from flax raised in the 
vicinity. In 1770 there were in Pennsylvania, New 
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Jersey and Delaware forty mills whose combined prod- 
uct was worth $500,000 a year. About 1864 wood began 
to be substituted largely and in that year there was 
an active trade in poplar wood in Chester county, Penn- 
sylvania. The mills at Springfield paid at that time 
$4 a cord for this wood on the line of the Chester 
Valley railway. 

To come down to the present there are three ways of 
manufacturing wood = These methods: are known 
as the “ground wood,” the “soda pulp” and the “sul- 
phite process,” respectively. 

The grinding process consists in finely grinding the 
wood with millstones or similar machinery and, as 
its name implies, it is merely the wood ground to a 
pulp, there being no chemical reaction or separation 
of the gums and other impurities from the cellulose 
of the wood, as in the chemical processes. The pulp 
is bleached more or less perfectly, however, and this 
is a chemical operation and a difficult one on account 
of the impure quality of this product. This furnishes 
the material for the cheapest grades of paper, being 
almost exclusively used for newspaper and other cheaper 
publications. When it is considered that the Sunday 
edition of such a paper as the New York World requires 
the consumption of the product of forty cords of wood 
the enormous quantity used can easily be imagined. 

Spruce has always been the favorite wood for this 
industry and a large part of the supply has come from 
Canada, where abundant supplies still remain. After 
much political agitation Canada has prohibited the 
export of spruce wood to the United States, thereby 
hoping to compel the manufacture of pulp in Canada. 
It remains to be seen, however, whether the mills will 
move to Canada or whether we will not take steps 
to utilize our own resources a little more carefully. 
The lumber trade has just had some experience in 
this same line and no doubt a number feel that it 
is safer to invest at home rather than to find after 
investing a large amount of capital in a foreign coun- 
try that the investment is rendered worthless by hos- 
tile legislation. Ground wood pulp requires for its 
production an enormous quantity of power and this 
has led to the location of factories at water powers. 
At_ present there is a scarcity of all kinds of pulp 
and paper products and quotations on them are con- 
sequently high. In 1898 wood pulp was produced at $11 
a ton; in November, 1899, it sold for $22.50 and at 
present it is quoted at $26. This industry has been 
developed in New York state, especially in the vicin- 
ity of Niagara Falls, and along several rivers in Wis- 
consin, notably in the Fox river valley, where there 
are excellent water powers, rather than in Pennsylvania 
where cheap fuel could be obtained, 

Chemical wood pulp is of two kinds, called “soda 
pulp” and “sulphite pulp.” Both of these are true 
chemical products, as in both processes the cellulose 
oo is separated from the wood by a chemical opera- 
ion. 

In the production of sulphite pulp the wood is chipped 
after having the bark removed and the knots bored out, 
and these chips are put into a digester, which is a 
large, heavy, wrought iron or steel cylinder. A solution 
of sulphite of lime is then run in and the mass is 
cooked by injecting live steam under high pressure. 
In this operation the gums and other substances are 
separated from the pure cellulose fiber, which is washed 
and bleached. For the purpose of drying it and making 
it easy of transportation it is made into a large sheet 
resembling blotting paper and this is run over heated 
cylinders which dry out the moisture. 

Sulphite pulp is a high grade article bringing a high 
price and being used in the finer grades of paper, such 
as book and some writing qualities. The present quota- 
tions on this are about 34 cents a pound. 

At Johnsonburg, Pa., there is a mill which now con- 
sumes about forty coras of wood a day and of late 
it has been using hemlock slabs exclusively and pro- 
ducing at least 500 pounds of fiber to the cord. At 
present prices this would give a return of $15.50 a cord 
for what a few years ago was a worthless product. 

The plant for making sulphite pulp is quite costly 
to install, and the wear on machinery is great owing 
to the corrosive action of the chemicals and acids used 
in the process. Notwithstanding this there has been 
a great development of this industry of late, many 
plants of enormous capacity having been built. Yet 
at present the demand for the product is greater than 
the supply. 

Soda pulp, like sulphite pulp, is produced by dis- 
solving out the other substances and leaving the cellu- 
lose in a pure state: but instead of using an acid 
solution of sulphite of lime for this purpose a solution 
of caustic soda is used. While from a chemical point 
of view there is not much difference between the two 
processes yet in the practical working there are very 
different problems to be solved. In the sulphite process 
there is considerable cost for chemicals but in the soda 
process the soda solution after being used is evaporated 
down to dryness and the impurities it has absorbed 
are burned out and the soda is made caustic with lime 
and used over again. In this way 90 percent of the 
soda is saved. In this process the principal cost is 
for fuel for evaporating and recovering the soda. This 
process would seem to be particularly adapted to be 
used in connection with a saw mill where the refuse 





which now goes to the burners could be used in fur. 
nishing steam which would be used in evaporating the 
soda solutions above referred to. This process, as it 
uses alkaline solutions, does not destroy the machin. 
ery, and the cost of installation is comparatively cheap, 

For this process a wide range of woods can be used, 
Of these the soft woods such as spruce, basswood, soft 
maple, cucumber and — are preferable in about 
the foregoing order. ithin a few months some fac. 
tories in Pennsylvania have begun to use beech and 
maple, on account of the growing scarcity of soft woods 
in the vicinity of the works. One soda pulp mill which 
the writer visited in the fall of 1899 was using about 
thirty-five cords of beech and maple and seven cords 
of basswood daily. This is over 80 percent hardwood, 
and this mixture was yielding nearly 1,200 pounda of 
pulp to the cord. This at the present prices, which 
are 2% to 3 cents a pound, would give a product of 
more than $30 a cord for the wood consumed, 

(To be concluded in future issues.) 


Letters to the Editor. 


A Problem for Mr. Pinchot, 


Editor AMericAN LUMBERMAN: A friend of the Lum. 
BERMAN and of the writer has practiced what the Lum- 
BERMAN calls “new forestry” for a number of years, 
The 5,000-acre tract selected for the experiment happens 
to lie between swamps and rivers and is naturally pro- 
tected from fire. Here our friend thought forestry 
would show its best. 

As a matter of fact, without any great increase of 
logging expenses by the thousand feet, the spruce was 
cut down to twelve inches diameter only. Last month 
that friend and I, traversing the tract, were delighted 
to see the small spruce, which had shown a stunted ap- 
pearance before the removal of the old timber, growing 
healthily and vigorously. I cut a chip with my hunt- 
ing knife from a small tree and showed my friend what 
a growth the young tree had recently made. 

“Tt is a full success,” I said to my friend, and my 
friend thought it might be advisable to extend the ex- 
periment over larger tracts adjoining the experimental 
area, 

A few days later, when smoking our after dinner 
havanas, we touched the prospects of the future. Look- 
ing up page 80 of “The Adirondack Spruce,” by Gifford 
Pinchot, we found that we might cut either 

After 10 years 1,000 feet b. m.; 

After 20 years 1.800 feet b. m., or, 

After 30 years 8,300 feet, b. m. 

Of course we cannot look into the future any better 
than into the sun, although the one is bright and the 
other is dark. Still, my friend, who is at the same 
time president of the Lumber City National bank and a 
sort of a mathematician, was anxious to find what. 
scheme would be best. Either 

To log 1,000 feet after 10 years; 


To log 1,800 feet after 20 years, or, 
To log 3,300 feet after 30 years. 


Which, respectively, are about identical with obtain- 
ing . 

$1.50 after 10 years; 

33:40 after 20 years; or, 

5.00 after 80 years. 

My friend soon came out with the mathematical con- 
clusion that the first proposition was the proper one to 
select. 

“What do you make at it, then,” I asked him mod- 
estly, “if all goes well?” He took a long breath and a 
small glass of maraschino, and finally a big book con- 
taining nothing but figures—a sort of interest table, I 
guess—and after five minutes he put aside the big book 
and took another maraschino and said, slowly, “Well, 
as the land is worth $4 and as I pay 3 cents taxes or 80 
annually, I make just 3 per cent on my money.” “ 

Now, I wonder whether my friend made a mistake in 
figuring or a mistake in adopting “new forestry.” 

Avaur. 











The accompanying picture is of a door 16 feet wide, 
8 feet 5 inches high, 1} inches thick. It is made of 
yellow pine with white pine rails and contains thirty 
panels, as will be noted by the illustration. It is one 











of a pair made by William Snider & Co., Somerset, Ohio, 
for the new high school building at Pleasantville, Ohio, 
and is by the manufacturers believed to be the 

door ever built in that state. 
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THE WHITE PINE NORTH. . 





Labor Troubles Imminent at Minneapolis—Threats of Canadian Tariff Retaliation—Heavy 
Sales at Duluth and Ashland—Beginning of the End of Logging 
—A Train Load Order for Cedar. 





THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., March 6.—Two weeks or longer 
ago Senator Daly, of the Minnesota legislature, intro- 
duced an amendment to the anti-trust law of the state, 
known as Senate file No. 113, to prevent the regulation 
of prices on commodities by an association of sellers of 
those commodities or by the pooling of manufacturers 
etc. The matter has been in the legislature a little 
over two weeks, but it is now definitely announced that 
the bill has been practically killed. Granger legislation 
of this character is encountered at every session of the 
legislature of this state. Two years ago an anti-trust 
law was enacted which it was stated would prevent any 
trust from doing business in Minnesota. The law was 
passed and received the signature of John Lind, who 
was governor at that time, and that was the last heard 
of it. The attorney general of the state found that his 
staff of assistants were busily engaged with litigation 
which came to them in the natural course of events, 
and that it would be impossible to begin actions against 
the several hundred outside trusts doing business in 
Minnesota. As the same attorney general is still in 
office there is no reason to believe he would have any 
more time to enforce this proposed granger legislation 
should it be enacted than the other, and so lumbermen 
and members of other associations are not worrying 
nor are t doing anything to prevent the passage of 
the law, other than to protest most vigorously at the 
injustice of such a measure. 

Woodworkers Active Again. 


The first of March in recent years has always brought 
about an agitation on the part of the union wood- 
workers employed by the Twin City sash and door fac- 
tories. This year has been no exception and for some 
days the representatives of the union have been making 
an effort to get the manufacturers in both cities to 
sign an agreement adopting a new wage scale. This 
agreement, of course, would not go into effect until May 
1, but the matter is brought up at this time so it may 
be settled before that date so there will be no open 
rupture. At the beginning the woodworkers’ union 
asked that nine hours instead of ten be made a day’s 
work and that a steward be installed in each factory 
who should look after the cards of the union employees 
and see that employees join the union within the speci- 
fied time after they began working in the factory; this 
steward also to look after and see that the union label 
and stamp were properly affixed to or placed on the 
product of the union factories. 

There is reason to believe that not all of the manu- 
facturers will make the concessions demanded of them. 
One of the largest factories, it is said, will refuse to 
meet the demands of the union unless a more satis- 
factory basis for an agreement shall be reached. It is 
still too early to tell what the outcome of this badly 
mixed condition of affairs will be. It is stated on 
the part of the union that some of the manufacturers 
are now ready to accept the agreement, but it is added 
that one of the largest firms has not yet decided to 
sign it. 

A Series of Speeches. 

Secretary W. G. Hollis, of the Northwestern Lumber- 
men’s Association, had a successive lot of oratory last 
week. He was in Milwaukee on Wednesday at the con- 
vention of the Wisconsin Retail Lumber Dealers’ Asso- 
ciation and returned to the city to find the Minnesota 
Hardware Association in session here. He was called 
upon quite unexpectedly to make an address before 
that association Thursday morning and explained to it 
the plan of the mutual fire insurance company of the 
Northwestern association and how it had worked to 
the advantage of the members. It was one of the most 
interesting addresses delivered before the hardwaremen 
and was heartily appreciated. 

Oppose Beltrami Bill. 

Lumbermen are keenly interested in the legislation 
introduced into the state legislature in behalf of Belt- 
rami and Cass counties of this state. The act creating 
these sections as separate counties provided that each 
Should raise $20,000 revenue through taxation to pay 
the expenses of the county government. Last year 
Beltrami county raised by assessment $94,000, or $74,000 
in excess of the amount provided for by the bill creat- 
ing the counties, An act was introduced into the legis- 
lature validating this assessment and was referred to 
the judiciary committee of the senate. Last week T. 
B. Walker and other lumber owners in that section 
appeared before the committee to oppose the passage of 
this law. They claimed that ninety-five one-hundredths 
of the taxes were paid by the pine land owners and 
that the administration of the affairs of the county 
had been rnost extravagant and that the taxes were 
assessed high in order to pay county officers high salar- 
les. The interests of the offending counties were de- 
fended, but it is probable that the bill will be amended 
before it shall become a law. 


on Canadian Lumberman Talks. 

Edwin C. Whitney, a lumber manufacturer and dealer 
at Ottawa, Canada, was in the city recently at the 
West hotel, and said that there is a movement on foot 
among the lumber dealers of the Dominion to retaliate 
against the Dingley tariff law. He said: 
are is widespread sentiment in that part of Canada from 

ult Ste. Marie to the Pacific ocean that something 





should be done to offset the Dingle tariff law on our side 
of the line. Parliament opened a few weeks ago at Ottawa 
and since that time there have been numberless delegations 
in the capital urging that laws be passed protecting Cana- 
dian lumbermen against the shipments from the United 
States. As the matter stands at present we are prohibited 
from shipping lumber into the United States, while there is 
practically no barrier to the lumbermen on this side of the 
line shipping all they care into our territory, free of duty. 
This competition has seriously affected the Canadian lum- 
ber trade from the Soo to the Pacific coast. It seems fairly 
certain we will secure this much needed legislation. 


Minor Mention. 


Building permits issued in Minneapolis during Feb- 
ruary show a total of $121,148 against $137,930 for 
the corresponding month a year ago. Several large 
permits were taken out during February, 1900, whereas 
those taken out during February this year were for 
comparatively small buildings. 

The Cataract Barrel Company is the name of a new 
cooperage firm that will engage in business in this 
city. It will be conducted on the co-operative plan 
and quarters in the milling district have already been 
secured. 

The J. R. Clark Company, manufacturer of boxes 
= in this city, has increased its capital stock to $100,- 
00. 

M. L. Elsmore, of the Commonwealth Lumber Com- 
pany, Frazee, Minn., has resigned his position for the 
purpose of going to the Pacific coast to locate timber 
lands. I. G. Chisholm, who for some time has been 
running a line of yards in southwestern Minnesota 
and South Dakota, has been engaged as sales manager 
for the Commonwealth Lumber Company, to take the 
place made vacant by the resignation of Mr. Elsmore. 

E. O. McLaughlin of Anoka, Minn., eastern repre- 
sentative of the Northwestern Lumber Company, of 
Hoquiam, Wash., was in the city this week after being 
confined to his home at Anoka for some time with small- 


Ox. 

The Lampert Lumber Company, of Mankato, Minn., 
will shortly move its headquarters to Minneapolis. The 
company will open for business about April 1. 

The L. Lamb Lumber Company, of Minneapolis, has 
sold its yard at Lanesboro, Minn., to Thompson & Hab- 
berstad, of that place. 

L. P. Dolliff & Co., of Minneapolis, have purchased 
the retail yard at Delhi, Minn., formerly owned by the 
Lampert Lumber Company, of Mankato. 

The Jenkins-Hesla Lumber Company, of Minneapolis, 
has recently put in a new yard at Truesdale, Iowa. 

M. H. McCarthy, of the Standard Lumber Company, 
Dubuque, Iowa, passed through the city this week on 
a return trip from the Canadian woods. 

James G. Wallace and Emory White, of the Wallace 
& White Lumber Company, have established offices at 
831 Lumber Exchange. They will handle fir, cedar, 
spruce and yellow pine lumber and red cedar shingles. 

Among northwestern buyers in the Minneapolis mar- 
ket this week were: A. Litchfield, Dodge Center, Minn.; 
J. R. Swearinger, Perry, Iowa; Mr. Ulseth, Bjarie & 
Ulseth, Calumet, Mich.; O. Miracle ,of Miracle & Mir- 
acle, Sioux Falls, 8. D.; David Bryden, Faulkton, S. 
D.; B. D. Bascomb, Clark, 8. D. 





AT THE HEAD OF THE LAKES. 

DuLuTH, MINN., March 5.—At the end of the week 
more than the additional 25,000,000 feet that it was 
predicted last week would be closed out had been taken. 
The largest sale not reported a week ago was for $240,- 
000 by the Clark-Jackson Company—21,000,000 feet to 
the Cleveland Box Company. Of this 12,000,000 feet 
are Nos. 3 and 4 and sorts to be sawn and 9,000,000 
feet of box lumber of last fall’s cut. This cleans up all 
the Clark-Johnson cut for 1900 of the grades sold and 
all it has on hand on dock of the grades taken. A week 
ago the great bulk of dry stock held here was on the 
Clark-Jackson and Lesure docks, D. C. Thompson & 
Co. will inspect and ship the lot. 

Richardson & Avery have sold 2,000,000 feet to the 
east and several other sales have been made, some of 
which are kept back for a time. The activity is really 
quite remarkable and is a splendid augury for business 
this season. 

Vessel interests assert that the opening rate on lum- 
ber from the head of Lake Superior will be at least 
$2.50, but the shippers think $2 plenty. It would 
appear that $2 will be a rate likely to be reached a 
little later, anyway. 

Cloquet is to have a fine hotel, something it has long 
needed. The Northern Lumber Company will fit up 
the Nelson block as a first class hotel. The Nelson block 
is well located. 

Among eastern buyers here this week was M. S&S. 
Tremaine, of Montgomery Bros., Buffalo. Speaking 
of trade he said conditions were good and a normal 
business was looked for; prices he said would prob- 
ably be stable all season at about the present level. 
Speaking of navigation he said $2 would probably be 
the opening rate. 

Frank R. Webber, of the Franklin Lumber Company, 
has just returned from Honolulu. He and his wife 
had their plans made and their tickets bought to come 
back to San Francisco on the ill-fated Rio Janeiro. 
They finally came away on the Mariposa and so per- 
haps saved their lives. Mr. Webber’s health is much 
improved by his trip. 





The Duluth Match Company is buying timber for its 
works. It is taking out old machinery from the old 
Prescott iron works at West Duluth, much of which 
is to go to the scrap heap. Its own machinery is on 
the way. 

Pile driving for the new international bridge across 
Rainy river is begun. The bridge will be of steel set 
on concrete posts on pile foundations and will cost 
about $1,000,000. 

As an instance of how great the demand is for logs 
the Backus-Brooks Company is hauling into Grand 
Rapids a lot of small norway on which there is an 
11-mile haul. 

The steel elevator the Great Northern has built at 
West Superior is now almost ready for operation. This 
house, if of wood, would have consumed about 12,000,000 
feet of plank; now there is not a board or piece of 
wood in it. Wood was the universal material for ele- 
vator construction up to four years ago. 





CHEQUAMEGON BAY NOTES. 


ASHLAND, WIs., March 5.—W. H. Gilbert reportsa sale 
of No. 4 pile run at Duluth for $10.50 and one of 1,000,- 
000 feet of white pine shorts at Duluth and Ashland. 
He has also made several other sales of a minor na- 
ture which will in their total aggregate quite an amount. 

The John O’Brien Lumber Company has sold to the 
Detroit River Lumber Company about 1,000,000 feet 
of white pine, located at Washburn and Duluth. It will 
be shipped as soon as possible after the opening of 
navigation. 

The contract to build an 800-foot breakwater at the 
mouth of Sioux river was let last week by the Brown- 
Robbins Lumber Company to Contractor A. J. Lindsey 
of this city. As previously explained, the company 
wishes to have this breakwater for the protection of 
the logs which it will dump into the Chequamegon bay 
at this point. 

County Clerk Theodore R. Yankee sold 240 acres of 
county lands in the town of Butternut, Ashland county, 
last week, to George Silverthorn, of Wausau. The lands 
in the deal are forty acres in section 23, township 41, 
range 1, east, and 200 acres in sections 15, 16 and 17, 
and also in 20, township 42, range 1, east. Mr. Silver- 
thorn paid the back taxes for eight years in order to 
= possession of the property. There is considerable 

ardwood timber on these lands. It is said to be a very 
good investment. 

The largest norway pine deal of the season has just 
been closed by the Lake Shore Saw Mill & Lumber 
Company, of Cleveland, Ohio, for about 400,000,000 feet, 
comprising all of the norway piece stuff and timber 
on the docks of the Bigelow Lumber Company, of Wash- 
burn. Mr. Krauss, a member of the firm, closed the deal. 

President John O’Brien, of the John O’Brien Lumber 
Company, of Chicago, returned last evening to his home 
in Chicago, after transacting business in Ashland and 
vicinity. 

W. R. Durfee, the saw mill man, returned this morn- 
ing from an extended trip to the Pacific coast and 
other points in the great west. 

C. C. Barker, of the Barker & Stewart Lumber Com- 
pany, returned to his home in Bay City, Mich., last 
evening, after looking over his business interests in 
Ashland. 

George W. Johnson, of the Ashland Lumber Company, 
left last evening for Hot Springs, Ark., where he will 
stay several weeks regaining his health. 

S. G. Cook, of the Minneapolis, St. Paul & Ashland 
logging railroad, arrived in the city last night from 
Minneapolis. 

John R. Meade, a prominent Toledo lumberman, was 
in the city a portion of the week looking over stocks. 

Lumber Inspector W. A. Riordan is in Chicago this 
week on a business and pleasure trip. 

Louis A. Cartier yesterday sold his log towing tug 
Annie L. Smith to M. J. Jacques, of Duluth. 

George E. Foster, of the George E. Foster Lumber 
Company, of Mellen, has decided to make Ashland his 
home instead of moving to Méllen as he at first in- 
tended. He left this morning for Mellen to look after 
his interests there. 

A. E. Gifford, of the John O’Brien Lumber Company, 
returned last night from a business trip out on the 
Northern Pacific. 

W. G. Saunders, of the Keystone Lumber Company, 
left this morning for a trip out on the Northern Pacific 
railway in the interests of his company. 





A WEEK AT WAUSAU. 


Wausau, Wis., March 6.—Last week’s thaw put a 
stop to log hauling in this. vicinity. Since then the 
weather has changed, two light falls of snow have been 
had, another freeze up and activity renewed in logging 
circles. 

Thousands of feet of hewn ship timber are being 
brought to this city for export to the ship yards of 
England. These timbers are made of rock elm and 
range from 40 to 60 feet in length. It is said that 
when they reach their final destination they bring 
about $200 a thousand, ordinary lumber measure. 

At John Mauser’s camp on the Eau Claire on Satur- 
day last was hauled a sleigh load of logs that throws 
in the shade everything in the line attempted this 
season in this vicinity. The load consisted of twenty- 
nine logs that scaled 16,660 feet. The haul was two 
and one-half miles, and only one team of horses was 
used. 

The Underwood Veneer Company continues to receive 
large train loads of logs from Marathon City. The 
company’s yard is being abundantly supplied with stock 
this season. 

Joseph Wanta’s saw mill at Besent was seized for 
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debt last week. The mill had been sawing only seven 
days and had a fairly large stock of logs on hand, most 
all of which belonged to farmers living near. 

C. S. Curtis returned home on Sunday from Clinton, 
Iowa, where he was called the first day of last week on 
account of the illness and subsequent death of his 
father, John 8S. Curtis, of that city. The deceased was 
one of the well known and popular men of that place. 
The survivors are three sons, Hon. G. M. Curtis, C. F. 
Curtis, of Clinton, and C. S. Curtis, of this city. The 
funeral was held at Clinton on Friday. 

The Clifford & Fox Lumber Company’s mill at Stev- 
ens’ Point has been practically completed and steamed 
up. The mill will begin making lumber about the 12th 
or 15th. Large quantities of logs by rail have already 
been received and more will be received by the river 
route in the spring. The mill is modern and first class 
in all of its appointments, equipped with the best of 
machinery and starts off under the most favorable 
auspices. 

A telegraph order was sent one day last week by 
MacGillis & Gibbs, lumber and cedar dealers of Mil- 
waukee, to Daniel MacGillis, who was a visitor in this 
city at the time, for thirty-four cars of cedar posts 
and poles for immediate shipment to parties in Iowa. 
Mr. MacGillis was in this city for the purpose of look- 
ing over the lumber stocks with a view of purchasing 
for the spring trade. 

Arntsen & Hirsch’s mill, which has been closed down 
for a few days on account of failure to receive stock 
during the soft weather, has resumed operations. 





ON THE MENOMINEE. 

MARINETTE, Wis., March 6.—This was a quiet week 
for the lumber trade. There have been only a few buy- 
ers in the market and no deals of consequence are 
reported. . 

In the woods the logging weather has continued per- 
fect and it will be the middle of March before logging 
for the winter of 1901 shall begin to see its end. This 
week Clem Willman, for the Menominee River Boom 
Company, left on his annual tour of inspection to esti- 
mate the winter’s log crop on the Menominee. 

©. R. McCormick, the well known Menominee lumber 
inspector, left this week for Portland, Ore., where he 
will open a commission office. His Menominee office 
will be in charge of his brother, Hamlin McCormick. 
A number of other Menominee inspectors contemplate 
locating in the west. 

Two camps broke up this week. One belonged to the 
Kirby-Carpenter Company and the other to the Saw- 
yer-Goodman Company. They are the first to suspend. 
Several cases of smallpox have been brought into Mari- 
nette recently from the camps. 

Cedar men have adopted a unique method of marking 
their cedar which is floated down river. The ends of all 
ties, posts and poles are being painted, each company 
using a certain color, and it will accordingly not be 
necesary for sorting men to lift the piece out of the 
water to ascertain the mark, as where a stamping ham- 
mer has been used. 

Isaac Stephenson is in Washington this week attending 
the inaugural ceremonies, 

This has been the coldest week of the winter in Mar- 
inette. At Iron Mountain it was 24 degrees below zero 
Tuesday morning. 


THE BLACK RIVER DISTRICT. 

LA Crosse, Wis., March 6.—We have had continued 
cold weather except Saturday and Sunday last, when 
it warmed up and the snow disappeared. Since that 
time we have had zero weather and flurries of snow. It 
now looks as if most of this month will be cold. On 
Black river they are still at work, but another week 
will pretty much end logging; that is, most of the tim- 
ber will be in, but some jobbers that have a short haul 
will continue to log until the break up. Trade is pick- 
ing up and the outlook is very good for spring trade. 

Levi Withee will leave tomorrow evening for Water- 
town, Fla., where he is interested in the East Coast 
Lumber Company. He will spend a month or more 
there. 

David Aiken and Ear] Pooler, who have been out in 
Washington and Oregon for a month, returned home on 
Saturday last. 

W. W. Cargill, accompanied by his wife and son, left 
for California on Monday evening, to be absent a month 
or more. 

John D. Young will leave for Duluth this week to 
look over the lumber market with an idea of buying 
several million feet. 

The Holway Estate has its mill now in readiness to 
commence sawing as soon as the ice shall begin to move. 
It has about 10,000,900 feet of logs on hand here in the 
booms. 


FROM FURNITURE HEADQUARTERS. 

GRAND Rapips, Micu., March 5.—The Crane Lumber 
Company, South Frankfort, has started the erection of 
another saw mill and shingle mill. The company has a 
large stock of cedar which will be utilized. 

The Detroit Timber & Lumber Company has increased 
its capital stock from $40,000 to $140,000. The stock 
has all been subscribed for. 5 

The Case Bros. Lumber Company, Benzonia, is get- 
ting things in shape for a large cut of lumber this 
spring. 

T. Stewart White, of White & Friant, Grand Rapids, 
has gone to California. 

The Grace Harbor Lumber Company is building a new 
hardwood mill at Grace Harbor, Presque Isle county. 

T. D. James is fitting up a planing mill at Duncan 
as a novelty turning factory. 

8. R. and C. F, Braden, of Braden Bros., Owosso, have 








sold their lumber yard to George Peabody, of Allegan. 

Crookshank, Somers & Co., of Ionia, general contrac- 
tors and manufacturers, have opened a lumber yard in 
connection with their business. 

The Grand Rapids Match Company is doing a large 
business now. Nearly every retail dealer in the city is 
buying homemade matches. ‘The company’s sales in 
Grand Rapids in January amounted to over 1,000 cases. 
Eighteen different grades of matches are manufactured. 

The Duluth match factory will be ready to start in 
about three months and the Toledo factory in five 
months. The factories are under one management, with 
headquarters in this city, and are independent of the 
trust. 

T. R. French, of the Michigan Soo, has bought the mill 
property of Hesson & Co., of the Canadian Soo. Mr. 
French was formerly a member of Wixson, Bronson & 
French, of Rhinelander, Wis. 

The Bradley-Watkins Company, of Algonquin, Chip- 
pewa county, is making important additions to its plant. 
The mill will give employment to about 100 men. 

Kelly & Mayer, of Algonquin, are driving piles for the 
foundation of a 34x60-foot tie mill, which will be com- 
pleted about May 1. The mill will have a capacity of 
1,000 to 1,500 ties a day. 

A YOUNG EAU CLAIRE LUMBERMAN. 

When George 8. Long left the North Western Lumber 
Company, Eau Claire, Wis., the first of last year, George 
H. Chapman, who had been his assistant in the office of 
the company at Eau Claire for a number of years, as- 
sumed the charge of the sales department of the com- 
pany. Mr. Chapman is a young man of more than ordi- 
nary ability, and during the eleven years that he has been 
connected with the lumber business has acquired a knowl- 
edge of the trade that is of value to him in his present 
position. 

Mr. Chapman, who is but 33 years old, is a native of 
Indianapolis, Ind., where as a boy he attended school and 
afterward took a course in mechanical engineering at the 
Rose Polytechnic Institute at Terre Haute, Ind., being 
graduated in 1888. In March, 1889, he went to Eau 
Claire and entered the office of the North Western Lum- 
ber Company. Since that time he has been connected 
with the company at Porter’s Mills one year and at Ster- 
ling several months, besides spending one year at Giles, 








GEORGE H. CHAPMAN, 
of Eau Claire, Wis. 


Wis., with the Montreal River Lumber Company, a con- 
cern closely allied to the North Western Lumber Com- 


any. 

Mr. Chapman is a nephew of the late D. R. Moon, for 
so many years president of the North Western Lumber 
Company. His brother, L, G. Chapman, has charge of 
the North Western Lumber Company’s big mill at Stan- 
ley, Wis., where he is proving himself to be a good busi- 
ness man and a thorough lumberman. 

George H. Chapman usually attends the different lum- 
bermen’s association meetings in the" interest of pine, 
hemlock and hardwood, where he is now becoming well 
known to the association members, but in order that 
those who have not met him may be able to recognize at 
sight one of the growing and active men in association 
work the LuMBerMAN herewith prints his portrait. 
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THE SAGINAW VALLEY. 

Bay City AND SaGinaw, Micu., March 5.—A num- 
ber of lumbermen are away this week either looking 
after business interests or on pleasure trips. W. B. 
Mershon, E. Germain, George Boyd, F. E. Parker and 
some others have gone to Pittsburg to attend the whole- 
salers’ gathering, and L. C. Slade, who has been assist- 
ing Mack and Teddy in working off the inauguration 
deal, is also to be at Pittsburg this week. It is alleged 
that he did some business on the side while in the east 
and pocketed a number of juicy orders. Selwyn Eddy 
returned the last of the week from Blind river, where 
his firm is putting up a large saw mill, and reports 
good progress with both the construction and the log- 
ging end of the business. The Spanish River Lumber 
Company is getting in a full stock for next season. 

Mershon & Co. are having a heavy business in domes- 
tic doors and some other lines, but report the box trade 
as badly cut up. The methods of those engaged in send- 
ing box stuff from Canada into the east by undervalua- 


tions, and which seems to result from an understanding 
of the situation by the customs officers at Rouse’s Point, 
have materially injured the box business in this part of 
the country. The resaw branch of the business of the 
firm is good and has all that it can attend to. Mr. 
Mershon says they are filling an order for one of their 
machines to be shipped to St. John’s, New Foundland; 
that a large business in the manufacture of box stuff 
has been developed in the island the last two or three 
years, Mershon & Co. have, with what they have con- 
tracted for to be sawed the next season, about 30,000,000 
feet in Georgian bay alone, and a fine stock of lumber in 
their Saginaw yard. They sold their mill culls in Can- 
ada at $10.50. 

Thomas Jackson, of Jackson & Co., has gone to Eng- 
land on a business trip. His firm is largely interested 
in the manufacture of doors for export. 

Campbell & Brown Lumber Company is running its 
plant and Mr. Brown said today that it has stock enough 
secured to run the mill right through the spring and 
summer, 

Beside the saw mill of Campbell & Brown Lumber 
Company, those of J. J. Flood, W. D. Young & Co. and 
the Hargrave mill are in operation, the latter plant hav- 
ing started sawing last week. It is stocked by logs 
brought down from the north ‘by rail. 

The Jenison Lumber Company, of Grayling, Mich., 
has been incorporated with capital stock of $125,000. 
The Haak Lumber Company, operating near Wolverine, 
Mich., on the Mackinaw division of the Michigan Cen- 
tral, has been incorporated with a capital stock of $150,- 
000. This company bought the plant of the John Spry 
Lumber Company at Sailor’s Encampment, moved it to 
a point near Wolverine and has been operating there 
about a year. The company owns a large quantity of 
mixed timber in that locality. 

A petition for bankruptcy filed in Chicago last week 
for the members of the firm of Naugle, Holeomb & Co., 
of Chicago, is of interest in eastern Michigan, as the 
firm has been operating in cedar extensively here and 
had an office and representative located at Alpena. 

Alpena mill firms are putting repairs upon their 
plants and getting them in shape for the season’s run. 
The logs for these mills are all cut in the region tribu- 
tary to Thunder bay, as no logs were rafted to Alpena 
from Georgian bay last season. The cut of the mills 
there will be about the same as last season, it is ex- 
pected. 

¥. L. Richardson, of Alpena, returned Sunday from 
Mexico, where he has been traveling the last thirty 
days. He was not particularly impressed with lumbering 
in Mexico, saying the natives have very little idea of the 
lumber industry, and lumber is not used in that country 
to the extent that it is in the northern country. 

W. Schuette says that his firm and Eastman & Co., 
in which he is a stockholder, are busy and running full 
crews. The last named firm is doing more business than 
at any time before since last fall. He says he has con- 
tracted for 4,000,000 feet of white pine to be cut up 
north and delivered on the Saginaw river next summer; 
also that the big.plamt of Schuette & Co., at Bell Haven, 
N. C., is running day and night. 

The Lufkin Rule Company, at Saginaw, is running 165 
hands at present and working the plant full time. The 
business of the firm has increased wonderfully of late. 
Beside lumber rules the company manufactures steel, 
cotton and linen tapes, which find a ready market all 
over the world. 


A WISCONSIN DECISION. 

Wausau, Wis., March 6.—The Wisconsin state su- 
preme court has affirmed the finding of the circuit court 
in the case of W. H. Stubbings et al., of Chicago, vs. 
Curtis Bros. & Co., of this city, which has been in liti- 
gation since 1890. The facts in the case are as fol- 
lows: In November, 1886, Leahy & Beebe purchased of 
W. H. Stubbings about 9,000,000 feet of pine stumpage, 
the consideration being $45,000. In the contract there 
was a stipulation that the title should remain with 
Stubbings until the timber was paid for. In 1889 Curtis 
Bros. & Co., now the Curtis & Yale Company, purchased 
a portion of ‘the logs cut and manufactured them into 
lumber, paying Leahy & Beebe in full. In November, 
1890, Leahy & Beebe failed, owing $25,000 on the tim- 
ber. Stubbings then sued Curtis Bros, & Co. and the 
case was tried before a jury in circuit court at Grand 
Rapids. The finding was that Curtis Bros. & Co. were 
bona fide purchasers without notice and that Stubbings 
by his conduct had waived and abandoned his reserva- 
tion of title and relied personally upon Leahy & Beebe 
for his money, this dismissing the complaint. The case 
was taken to the state supreme court, where this judg- 
ment has just been affirmed. 


NORTHERN NEWS NOTES. : 

A memorial has been presented to the Idaho legis- 
lature by Representative Louis Smith, asking for the 
vacating of the Bitter Root and Priest river forest 
reserves, on the ground that the maintenance of such 
large areas excludes the settlement, occupation or pul- 
chase of such lands and causes a stagnation of enter- 
prise, tending to hinder the prosperity of the state. 

The Michigan Slack Barrel Cooperage Association has 
been organized at Saginaw, Mich., where its first meet- 
ing was held on January 31. This is a branch of the 
National association and is expected to include sixty 
firms in Michigan, The officers are: President, WiJliam 
Goldie, of Bay City; vice president, A. H. Wells, of 
Standish; secretary and treasurer, M. C. Moore, of Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

The Lake Shore Sawmill & Lumber Company, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, has bought the schooner Kingfisher 
from, August Jean, of Buffalo, for $6,000. The boat has 
a net tonnage of 491 and will be used for carrying lum- 
ber as soon as the season opens, 
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Logging Department. 


IN NORTHERN MINNESOTA. 


DutuTH, Minn., March 5.—The unusually warm 
weather of early March is a serious matter for loggers. 
They want at least a month of good hauling and the 
thaw has injured ice roads, pulled down the snow and 
made men restless. If the ice roads hold through, 
however, things will be all right. 

Woodsmen are restless, teamsters especially demand- 
ing higher wages when they know they are indispensable. 

The amount of pulpwood that is being taken out this 
winter is no less surprising than is the wide extent of 
the industry. There is not a siding on any of the three 
iron ore roads where piles of spruce logs, intended for 
pulp, do not appear. The same condition exists on all 
roads through the spruce country. The eastern Min- 
nesota line running north from Anoka to Hinckley, 
built last winter through a country settled in part a 
generation ago, is lined with pulp and tie camps, cedar 
post and pole camps, little portable mills, both pine and 
hardwood, and the settlers are all reaping a harvest 
from what is left of the timber they have been indus- 
triously destroying for so many years. A great deal of 
logging is under way, mostly in small jobs, along this 
road. 

Some logs are being hauled to Hinckley to the site of 
the old Finlayson mill, destroyed in the fire of September 
1, 1894. This is the first logging to be done in that dis- 
trict since that fire. A little mill has been built at the 
creek side, by the old dam, and it is busily at work. 
It seems strange that logs can be found in a district 
logged, as this has been, for a generation, and then 
utterly swept out by fire and abandoned. 


AROUND DEER RIVER. 


Deer River, Minn., March 2.—The loggers in this 
vicinity have been blessed with exceptionally fine weather 
throughout February, although during the past few days 
there have been strong winds and light snows which have 
drifted the roads considerably. But the conditions have 
been such that some record logging has been done and the 
size of the crews in the various camps, where possible, 
has been materially increased. 

There has been some trouble between the loggers and 
government inspectors relative to the cutting of green 
timber on the reservations near Cass lake, and the result 
has been that one cainp, that run by J. Dempsey, has been 
closed, but the men thus thrown out of employment have 
had no difficulty in finding work with other crews. 

George Sardam, of the Langford & Hall Lumber Com- 
pany, Fulton, Ill., arrived here on February 26, in com- 
pany with F. C. Gerhardt, of the Itasca Lumber Com- 
pany, to look over the winter’s work of the Itasca com- 
pany in this vicinity. Mr. Sardam is also identified with 
the W. T. Joyce interests in the Itasca company and one 
of the objects of his trip here was to look over the exten- 
sion of that company’s railroad toward the Rainy lake 
district. ‘The right of way has already been graded for 
some distance in that direction and camps are now being 
established to get out the necessary piling and timber. 

J. Newton Nind, formerly secretary of the Mississippi 
Valley Lumberman’s Association, was a visitor here dur- 
ing the past week. 








OPERATIONS IN THE DOMINION. 


Orrawa, Ont., March 2.—Although the winter thus 
far has been favorable to logging in Ottawa, the output 
of white pine is not likely to be excessive. A recent 
estimate placed the output of the Georgian bay and other 
northern districts at 500,000,000 feet, but this quantity 
seems likely to be reduced through the prevalence of 
smallpox in some of the camps, which may cause a cessa- 
tion of work for a time and consequent falling off in the 
production of logs. There are 707 camps on the north 
shore which will break up shortly and many men are 
believed to be infected. The Canadian Pacific railway 
has placed a “smallpox car” at the disposal of the gov- 
ernment for transportation of patients to be isolated. 
Michigan camps are also reported to be much affected; 
the year’s cut there is almost completed and there is lit- 
tle doubt that the Michigan woodsmen will go to the 
Sault to get work on railroad construction. 

In the dominion house of commons this week it was 
moved that in-the opinion of the house an export duty 
should be imposed upon all saw logs cut on Indian lands 
inCanada. Reference was made to the beneficial effect of 
legislation which compelled lessees of provincial timber 
lands to cut the timber into lumber in Canada, and it 
was urged that the law be extended to cover all logs cut 
in the dominion. Last year there was exported from 
Canada 25,000,000 feet of logs cut on Indian reserves, a 
quantity sufficient to operate several Canadian mills. 
The minister of finance replied that for the present the 
fovernment did not wish to commit itself to any particu- 
lar line of policy. 





THE MICHIGAN WOODS. 


Bay City, Micu., March 5.—Cold weather continues 
and logging conditions are favorable. It is evident the 
quantity of logs put in will be somewhat larger than 
- €xpected thirty days ago, when the open weather raised 
doubts in the minds of operators. The fact that the 
Industry is in healthy condition and that lumber is 
beginning to be called for at all points in the northwest 
1s acting as a stimulus to the logging business, Log trains 
are being pushed to the limit. The Detroit & Mackinac 
— Mackinaw divisions of the Michigan Central are very 
usy hauling logs and cedar to various points. The in- 


terior mills are getting in fair stocks. The Churchills 
are hauling hardwood and hemlock logs by the train load 
to Black river; the Louds and other concerns at Oscoda 
are getting logs down from the tributaries of that point 
by rail and some are being banked on that stream; on 
the Mackinaw division every firm is working to secure 
a stock, and a dozen trains are engaged in hauling logs 
daily to this river. Some camps are about ready to 
quit, while others will hang on so long as the weather 
shall be favorable. 

Reports from Georgian bay are highly satisfactory, 
the winter proving excellent for logging and with the 
old stock held over the firms operating there will have 
a full stock. There has been some talk that the On- 
tario government will endeavor to stop the rafting of 
Indian reserve logs to Michigan, but the quantity to be 
moved this season is limited and had the Ontario people 
seen their way clear to check the movement it is believed 
they would have done so long ago; hence it is not likely 
that they will interfere. Some Michigan lumbermen 
who are operating over there are still restive over the 
action of the Ontario people and would like to see 
retaliation, but they do not expect it, having realized 
that Uncle Sam seems to have lost his claws in protect- 
ing the interests of eastern Michigan capitalists. 

Some logging camps in the northern part of the state 
have closed down by reason of the smallpox scare. 





THE MAINE WOODS. 

Banaor, Mr., March 4.—A ery of distress comes from 
the lumber woods, where, on account of the roads being 
blockaded by tremendous drifts, it is in many cases prac- 
tically impossible to get fodder and provisions to the 
camps. A man who has just arrived in Bangor from the 
lake region says that the snow is deeper on a level than 
at any other time for eight years and that many oper- 
ators are practically out of provisions for either men 
or horses. It is said that at one camp the horses have 
had nothing but spruce boughs to eat this week, and that 
at last accounts their owner was considering the advisa- 
bility of shooting them to prevent further suffering. 

It is reported from various localities on the West 
branch that the snow is not less than five feet deep on the 
level, and in some places six feet is reported. Hauling 
from the yards to the landings has been suspended in 
many places, but most of the operators have nearly fin- 
ished and it is likely that before the end of March the 
snow will shrink sufficiently to allow of the complete 
cleaning up of the yards. 

The crew that has been operating on township 7, Steu- 
ben, for Charles Kk. Stover, of Ellsworth, has been obliged 
to come out on account of the great depth of snow. 
William A. French, the owner of the land, has taken off 
and shipped to North Ellsworth by rail a large quantity 
of logs and pulp wood. 





OREGON ACTIVITY AND PROSPECTS. 

PORTLAND, ORE., March 2.—Heavy rains during the 
latter part of February proved highly beneficial to the 
loggers in the interior, where much “hand logging” is 
still being done along the small streams. Business on 
some of the interior watercourses is of large propor- 
tions, there being over 15,000,000 feet of logs banked on 
the Grande Ronde river a distance of thirty miles. The 
Grande Ronde Lumber Company at Perry, Ore., is inter- 
ested in the greater part of these logs. Its mill has a 
daily capacity of 110,000 feet and the supply of logs 
needed for the season is secured at this time of year. 

There are about 10,000,000 feet of logs coming down 
the Palouse river in Washington, the Palouse River 
Lumber Company, of Palouse, having about 5,000,000 
feet, and William Codd, of Colfax, nearly 3,500,000 feet. 
Lack of snow in the mountains prevented these con- 
cerns from bringing out al! that was cut and each of 
them will leave about 1,000,000 feet in the woods until 
next season. 

The Globe & Nehalem Railroad Company is now 
dumping about 75,000 feet of logs a day into the Colum- 
bia river, to be towed to Portland. 

Broken booms on the Mohawk river let out about 
2,000,000 feet of logs which Thomas L. Gilliam was 
taking down. for the Booth-Kelly Lumber Company. 





LOGGING NOTES. 


The Susquehanna Boom Company, of Williamsport, 
Pa., will cut a channel through the ice accumulated 
in the river, to extend from that city to sixty-eighth 
pier. There are many logs in the boom this spring and 
the ice is from fifteen inches to two feet thick. The 
cutting of a channel will relieve the pressure on the 
boom and on the piers and allow the ice to pass out 
without disturbing the logs or piers. 

BABA I III 


LITIGATION IN MINNESOTA. 


DututTH, MInN., March 4.—The Shevlin-Carpenter 
Company has lost its rights in what is known as the 
Gourdette homestead, at Dewey lake, John Kleffman 
having finally beaten the company in a contest. Gour- 
dette homesteaded and sold his pine to the Shevlin- 
Carpenter Company for $1,650. The company cut a 
lot of pine under its purchase and now it is expected 
will have to settle with Kleffman. 

John A. Humbird and F. Weyerhaeuser have enjoined 
W. A. Avery and the Scott-Graff Lumber Company from 
cutting pine on lands in 53—17, which are in contro- 
versy between the Avery and other local interests and 
the Northern Pacific road. The secretary of the interior 
has held with the Northern Pacific, which granted to 
Humbird and Weyerhaeuser. The fight will carry the 
case to the court of last appeal. 


NEW MILLS. 





Alabama. 

Birmingham—E. C. and W. V. Grace have removed stave 
plant here from Morehead, Miss. 

Mobile—The Bay City Lumber Company will rebuild its 
plant, recently burned. 

Tuscumbia—Freeman Bros. are building a mill. 

Wylan (near)—The Southern Car & Foundry Company is 
building a plant. The general offices of the company are at 
Birmingham. 

Arkansas. 

Arkansas City—The Kansas City & Southern Lumber 

Company, of Kansas City, Mo., has installed a box factory. 


California. 
Crescent City—-Hobbs, Wall & Co. will build a shingle mill. 
Georgia. 

Lumber City—-The Erie Lumber Company is building a 
mill.———J. A. Stetson and Alfred Short will build a veneer 
factory. 

Winder—Pledger & Vanderbeth will build a planing mill. 

Indiana. 


Clinton—William Brown and Richard Cornwall have re- 
moved their saw mill from Newport to this city. 

South Bend—The Sanders & Egbert: Company, of Goshen, 
will build hardwood lumber mills. 


lowa. 
Des Moines—The East Side Planing Mill Company will 
add buildings to double the capacity of its plant. 


Louisiana. 
Berwick—Hanson Bros. will erect a shingle mill. 


Michigan. 

Algonquin—Kelly & Mayer are building a tie mill. 

Bay City—Fred G. Eddy and Edward Carrington will 
build a box factory. 

Grace Harbor—The Grace Harbor Lumber Company is 
building a new hardwood mill. 

South Frankfort—The Crane Lumber Company is build- 
ing a saw and shingle mill. 

Missouri. 

Hattiesburg—J. M. Carley & Sons are building a sash, 
door and blind factory. 

Kansas City—The Kansas City & Southern Lumber Com- 
pany is building a box and woodworking factory. 

Kansas City—The Brunswick-Balke-Collender 
will build a warehouse. 

New York. 

North Tonawanda—The Swan-Donogh Lumber Company 
has purchased the lock corner box factory of the Crump 
Manufacturing Company, of Bay City, Mich., and will add 
to its plant here. 


Company 


Pennsylvania. 
Carrollton—D. A. Luther, jr., will build a shingle mill 
and handle factory. 
' ie" ~ ualean a White & Co. will build a saw and plan- 
ng mill, 
South Carolina. ; 
Kdgefield—G. W. Hyde, D. Jones and Major Jones have 
establisbed a saw mill. 
South Point—Thomas Lewis and J. R. Gaston are build- 
ing a saw mill. 
Tennessee. 
‘ Maxim—wWalker & Co. will build a stave and barrel fac- 
ory. 
Virginia. 
Norfolk—The Roanoke Railroad & Lumber Company may 
possibly erect a planing mill at its plant here. 


Washington. 

Aberdeen—The Western Cooperage Company will build 
a shingle mill. % 

Anacortes—Storm & Co. are building a shingle mill. 

Pee tale Bros. will erect a double block shingle 
mill. 

Francis—The Custer Mill Company is building a saw mill. 

Goshen—The Hastings Shingle Mill Company, of Sumas, 
Wash., will probably build a shingle mill. 

aati Seattle Lumber Company will add a shingle 
mill, 

Tacoma—T. F, Peterman is rebuilding his planing mill. 
——Carlson Bros. & Co. will build a saw mill. 

Ontario. 
Meyrickville—Brinston & Mills are building a sash and 


door factory. 
PPro 


CASUALTIES. 





Alabama. 
Brewton—The Blacksher-Miller Lumber Company lost its 
dry kiln by fire on February 28. Fifty thousand feet of 
lumber were destroyed, the total loss being estimated at 


$20,000. 
Florida. 


De Funiak Springs—The saw and planing mills of Beach, 
Rogers & Co. were burned on February 25. Loss estimated 
at from $3,000 to $5,000. No insurance. 


Michigan. 
Santiago—Welling & Sones’ saw and shingle 
burned recently. Loss $3,000, no insurance. 


Minnesota. 

Duluth—The lumber yards of Alger, Smith & Co., at Rice’s 
Point, were damaged by fire February 28, when eighteen 
piles of lumber were nearly consumed. The grade was No. 2 
and better, worth $16 to $18 a thousand feet. The loss Is 
estimated at $6,000. 


mill was 


Missouri. 

St. Louis—Fire in the yards of the Knapp, Stout & Co. 
Company on March 4 resulted in damages estimated at 
$2,000. Loss fully covered by insurance. 

New Jersey. 

Elizabeth—A blaze in the lumber yards of Sidney S8. 
Thompson resulted in a loss of $7,000, partly covered by 
insurance. 

Ohio. 


Greenville—The lumber warehouse of P. Kuntz & Wright 
was burned with contents on March 5, resulting in a loss 
estimated at $75,000. The property was insured for $22,000. 

Pennsylvania. 

Kushequa—Fire at the saw mill of Elisha K. Kane on 
February 28 resulted in damages estimated at $8,000; partly 
insured. , 

South Carolina. 

Charleston—The Anderson Lumber (‘ompany’s plant was 

damaged by fire recently. Loss $5,000, partly insured. 
Vermont. . 
M. A. Ladd was 


Grand Isle—The saw mill owned by 
burned on February 27. No insurance. 
Virginia. 


Capron—tThe planing mill and box factory of G. W. Truitt 
were burned on March 1, ‘The property was partially in- 
sured, 


Quebec. 
St. George de Windsor—Joseph Gibson’s saw mill was 
Loss $2,000. 


burned on February 26. 
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THE EASTERN LUMBER FIELD. 





The Exodus to Pittsburg—Buffalo Lumbermen Preparing for Exposition Visitors—Tona- 
wanda Harbor Improvement Assured—The Baltimore Exchange’s New 
Committeemen—The Week in Ohio Lumber Centers. 





THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT. 


New York, March 4.—If it were not that the local 
lumber dealers of the wholesale stripe are at the pres- 


ent moment planning and scheming to get to the Pitts- 
burg convention, the marked improvement in trade the 
past week or so might take up more of their time and 
attention. There is no doubt that a much better feeling 
is in evidence on every side. Weather conditions may 
prove helpful, of course, but aside from that there is 


hardly a stock that has not felt something of an impetus 
in orders and inquiry. Rumblings are heard now and 
again of conditions not wholly satisfactory—conditions 
that organization has thus far helped to check—but 
these disturbances are not loud enough to cause worry, 
and time may bring either their alleviation or their 
remedy. . 

By actual count a full score of concerns which belong 
to the National Wholesale Lumber Dealers’ Association 
and which have New York offices will be represented at 
the Pittsburg convention, though some of the attendance 
may not come from New York. The gentlemen from 
this city who have declared their intention to be pres- 
ent are: 

Henry Cape. 

Charles Corkran and C. W. Manning, of the Chequasset 
Lumber Co, 

Frederick W. Cole. 

W. R. Creed and George W. Cropsey, William R. Creed 
& Son. 

Robert W, Higbie. 

R. BE. Holcomb and C. R. Caskey, Holcomb & Caskey. 

William B. Millard, Millard Lumber Company. 

J. W. Hussey. 

H. Hirschberg. 

G. H. Lemay. 

J. H. MecClennen, Marsh & McClennen. 

John L. Roper, Roper Lumber Company. 

Cc. E. Kennedy, Shepard & Morse Lumber Company. 

Gouverneur FE, Smith. 

G. M. Wiley and John C. Harker, Wiley, Harker & Co. 

Pendennis White, L. P. Rider and W. C. Frost, White, 
Ryder & Frost. 

Much regret will be felt, of course, over the absence 
in Europe of Ernest M. Price, of Price & Hart, who is 
the chairman of the committee on railroads and trans- 
portation. His report will be read by C. W. Manning. 

Visitors have been quite numerous the past week. 
They included: Horton Corwin, jr., of the Brenning 
Manufacturing Company, Edenton, N. C.; J. B. Ransom, 
of J. B. Ransom & Co., Memphis, Tenn.; J. Q. Barker, 
Kanawha Hardwood Company, Charleston, West Va.; D. 
A. Sullivan, Union Lumber Company, Jamestown, N. 
Y.; both Messrs. Boyce & Grogan, Boston; R. C. Lippin- 
cott, Philadelphia; W. B. Willard, Willard Lumber 
Company, Rouse’s Point, N. Y.; Owen Bearse, Bearse & 
Son, Boston, and E. B. Nettleton, Philadelphia, repre- 
senting John E. Du Bois. 

Paper box makers, more than lumber dealers, are in- 
terested in the announcement of the incorporation of the 
Composite Board Company, of this city, with a capital 
of $250,000, to manufacture lumber, ground wood and 
wood pulp. The directors are: Edward Hill, N. Y. City; 
W. S. Huntington, Watertown, and A. E. Seibert, 
Brooklyn. 

Frederick R. Stevens, who represents a number of 
Pacific coast firms and whose office hitherto has been at 
Plainfield, N. J., has established office relations at 18 
Broadway. 

J. C. Turner, of the J. C. Turner Cypress Company, is 
expected back from the south next Monday. . 

Some of the New York lumber dealers who will attend 
the Pittsburg convention leave tonight, but the majority 
will not go until Tuesday evening. Included among the 
latter are the delegation from the New York Lumber 
Trade Association. 

A recent visitor in the city was C. I. Millard, secre- 
tary of the Chicago Lumber & Coal Company, St. Louis. 
Mr. Millard intends being in the neighborhood of the 
Hotel Schenley this week. 


FROM WESTERN NEW YORK. 


Burrao, N. Y., March 6.—City lumbermen are hard 
to find just now as they have embraced in unusual num- 
bers the chance of attending the wholesalers’ conven- 
tion in Pittsburg, which is much nearer home than us- 
ual. It was unfortunate, though, that some elected to 
go by day, some by night, as it prevents the sending out 
of a solid delegation. 

A move to fit up a special reception room for the 
entertainment of lumbermen who will visit the Pan- 
American Exposition next summer has been decided 
upon. The funds will be raised by subscription among 
the members of the trade, though the Lumber Exchange 
has the matter officially in hand and has appointed a 
committee to make the arrangements, with a good man, 
A. G. Hauenstein, as chairman. All the world will 
want to come to Buffalo this summer, but so far only 
the lumbermen appear to have taken active steps to 
welcome the members of their trade in a fraternal 
way and gone down into their pockets to do it. 

Howard A. Hamilton, who left Buffalo two or three 
years ago to take up the sash and blind factory at 
Middleport, was in the city within the week. He re- 





ports business active. Among his new specialties is a 
patent door that he appears to be pushing to some pur- 
ose. 

: Letters from the east announce the death, on Febru- 
ary 28, of J. H. Park, long the head of the sash and 
blind factory of Park, Winton & True at Addison, 
N. Y. The firm was a regular buyer in this market and 
Mr. Park was well and favorably known by the trade. 

D. Y. Leslie is preparing to handle considerable lake 
lumber over his dock for other people in addition to 
his own consignments, which are of neat proportions. 

There is a theory among some of the older hardwood 
dealers that the day of quartered oak is past to a cer- 
tain extent. One man says that it was once all wal- 
nut and then it was cherry; then they went out of 
fashion and oak came in. The theory is somewhat 
borne out by the report of Hugh McLean & Co., that 
they are now selling more cherry than they can buy, so 
that their stock is running down. Taylor & Crate also 
report a greatly increased trade in mahogany this win- 
ter, which of course tells against oak for the time, 
whether it shall last or not. 

John T, Stewart is at present at El Paso, Tex., where 
he went a few days ago from New Mexico for a change 
of scenery. The six-story brick block being built by 
Stewart Bros. is now roofed and will be completed for 
May renting. : 

An effort is being made to upset the disposition of 
the property of the bankrupt Tonawanda Planing Mill 
Company and throw all proceedings into bankruptcy, 
but it seems that too long a time has elapsed. Some of 
the creditors who received real estate for their share 
have already sold it and it would injure innocent part- 
ies to do anything now. 

Buffalo lumber carriers and the trade generally are 
very well pleased with the agreement reached with the 
lumber shovers at Ashland. It was feared that the 
handlers would insist on all of the abuses of former 
seasons. 

John J. Boland has sold the lumber schooner Ida 
Keith to Frank Andrews, of Detroit, who will form a 
new lumber tow by placing her and probably another 
schooner after the steamer Homer Warren, which was 
lately rebuilt from the passenger steamer Atlanta. 
There are no lumber freight rates yet. 





THE TWIN TONAWANDAS. 


North TonawanpAa, N. Y., March 4.— Springlike 
weather has prevailed since the last day of February, 
with occasional rain storms. Freight is moving more 
freely and local lumber dealers do not experience the 
difficulty of a week or so ago in securing cars. Mills and 
yards are again operating steadily with their full quota 
of seasonable employees. General opinion prevails among 
the dealers that with continuation of open weather trade 
will gradually increase to unusual proportions. 


The greatest activity exists among owners of vessels . 


wintering at this point in getting their boats ready for 
the lumber carrying season, which is less than six weeks 
away if navigation shall open at this port as early as 
usual. Repairs on the fifty or more vessels here will cost 
in the neighborhood of $150,000. Among vessels receiv- 
ing attention in this line are the steamer Seattle, con- 
trolled by the H. M. Louds’ Sons Lumber Company, the 
carrying capacity thereof being increased 150,000 feet, 
and the Ed. Smith, owned by White, Rider & Frost, 
which is receiving extensive repairs to decks and hull. 

Coatrary to reports that the river and harbor bill 
would not likely receive favorable consideration by the 
federal authorities at this session of congress, the meas- 
ure was passed by the senate, greatly to the satisfaction 
of local lumbermen and owners of vessels that carry lum- 
ber to this port. From the most recent advices the bill 
as passed by the house and senate carried an appropria- 
tion of $257,700 for providing a 400-foot wide and 18-foot 
deep channel from Lake Erie to the northern limit of the 
local harbor. This amount is twice as large as any here- 
tofore provided for the improvement of the Niagara river 
and the local harbor. 

Among recent purchases of lumber in the west are 
those by the Eastern Lumber Company, 2,000,000 feet of 
white pine at Marinette, Wis.; by the National Lumber 
Company, about 1,000,000 feet of pine at Ashland, Wis. ; 
by Frank I. Alliger, 3,500,000 feet of various grades of 
box lumber at Duluth, Minn, Mr. Alliger has also con- 
tracted for several million more of the same commodity 
to be delivered during the season of navigation. He re- 
ports having found prices very stiff in the west. Among 
dealers from this market in the west looking after pros- 
pective purchases is Hugh McLean, of McLean Bros, 

J. E. Williams, who has been connected with various 
lumber enterprises in the Tonawandas, is in Virginia 
looking over the lumber situation with a view to purchas- 
ing timber and operating a shingle mill. 

A number of local dealers are figuring on attending the 
annual meeting of the National Wholesale Lumber Deal- 
ers’ Association at Pittsburg Wednesday and Thursday, 
accompanying the delegation from Buffalo. 

The Tonawandas were well represented at the annual 
meeting of the retail lumber dealers’ association at Syra- 
cuse on Wednesday. 

W. W. Robertson, of the Robertson & Doebler Lumber 


ey 


Company, and wife attended the inauguration exercises 
at Washington, D. C. 

Herbert L. White, of White, Rider & Frost, and bride, 
formerly Miss Dorothy Johnson, of St. Paul, Minn., have 
returned from a southern tour and are occupying apart- 
ments at the Markeen, Buffalo. 

Included among those here recently in connection with 
lumber interests were: G. H. Dikeman, of Cleveland, 
Ohio; George M. Warren, Toronto, Ontario; Charles H. 
Jagger, Chicago; J. ‘A. Buch, Reading, Pa.; H. L. Teib- 
bett, Boston, Mass.; G. L. Cookren, New York; E. V. 
Cooke, Cleveland, Ohio; J. Hobbs, Newark, N. J.; W. J. 
Rouse, Easton, Pa.; W. H. Crabb, West Bay City, Mich.; 
D. L. Higgins, Ashland, Wis.; J. Edwards, New York; 
C. L. Mackley, Philadelphia, Pa.; W. P. McKinnon, 
Finch, Ontario.; A. McCall, Simcoe, Ontario; James H. 
Bacon, Detroit, Mich.; J. N. McLean, Philadelphia, Pa. ; 
J. E. Jackson, Lockport, N. Y.; George C. Hollister, 
Rochester, N. Y.; C. W. Stanley, Batavia, N. Y.; L. L, 
Hotchkiss, Victoria Harbor, Ontario; N. J. Reynolds, 
Detroit, Mich.; E. Bradley, Paterson, N. J. 

A number of retail firms have received considerable 
lumber from the Georgian bay district and other lumber 
sections of Canada during the past week with which to 
replenish their rapidly decreasing stocks, and much more 
is scheduled to arrive here from the same points during 
the next few weeks, 

Word was received here Saturday by lumbermen of the 
death of W. H. Parks, of Addison, Steuben county, N. Y., 
Thursday. The deceased was the senior member of the 
Parks, Wenton & True Company, of Addison, sash, door 
and blind manufacturers. He had been actively identi- 
fied with the trade for many years and was well and 
favorably known among lumbermen. 

Two directors of the Niagara Falls (N. Y.) Lumber & 
Coal Company made application Friday in the special 
term of the supreme court for the dissolution of the 
corporation, filing claims that the company is insoly- 
ent. The other directors were represented by an attor- 
ney, who opposed the motion on the ground that the 
conecern’s assets exceed the liabilities by $]4,000. A 
reference was granted. 





TRADE AT THE HUB. 


Boston, Mass, March 2.—When March comes in like 
a lion it goes out like a lamb, so says an old weather 
proverb—and all lumbermen will heartily wish for the 
fulfillment of the latter part of the prophecy. In this 
vicinity March is considered to furnish a somewhat 
reliable indication as to conditions which will prevail 
in the lumber business for the balance of the year. A 
mild and pleasant month comparatively will encourage 
building operations which, if too long delayed by bad 
weather, are sometimes indefinitely postponed; but even 
should adverse weather and a backward season prevail 
the exceptionally strong business outlook throughout the 
country, together with plenty of money and a disposi- 
tion to spend it and a steadfast faith in the future, 
are conditions which even a backward season cannot 
easily overthrow. Therefore, a pessimist among lumber- 
men is hard to find. 

The weather in Boston has been cold and seasonable, 
and from present indications the temperature at Pitts- 
burg during the next week will be exceedingly high 
and charged with large quantities of electricity and 
ozone. The Boston contingent are evidently in a state 
of high excitement regarding the trip, and it is ex- 
pected that several records and other things will be 
broken. 

H. M. Bickford, of the H. M. Bickford Company, 
has returned from a tour of the south for business 
purposes, and appears to be in prime condition to resist 
the wearing strain of the convention at Pittsburg, 
which he purposes to attend. 

E. A. Smith & Co., formerly of Providence, R. L., 
have announced in a circular the opening of their new 
Boston headquarters at 153 Milk street. 

W. E. Silverthorne, of Silverthorne & Co., of North 
Tonawanda, N., Y., has been making a visit to the Hub 
and entertaining and being entertained by his friends 
at the Touraine. 

The trade in the Boston district has met a severe 
loss in the death of S. B. Balkam, of S. B. Balkam & 
Co., of Hyde Park, Mass. 





SMOKY CITY TRADE NOTES. 


PirtspurG, Pa., March 5.—A generous fall of the 
beautiful and clear skies with crisp cold winter will 
greet the couple of hundred wholesale dealers who are 
expected to arrive this evening and tomorrow morning. 
Business locally is being hurried for the temporary sus- 
pension of two days, as all the members of the Pittsburg 
association expect to be in their offices but little in that 
time. Brarvthies is in order for the convention, which 
if all expectations are realized will be one of great 
moment socially and in the amount of important busi- 
ness transacted. 

Trade is quiet but steady and dealers to a man are 
expecting a splendid spring trade at good prices. — 

Flint, Erving & Lindsay have entered suit against 
Clark & McCullough, the Bear Creek Lumber Company, 
and J. B. Flint, trustee of F. C. Wampler, for $7,011.22 
on a contract. 

The National Lumber Company, of McKeesport, has 
sold its interest to the Tube City Lumber Company. 1t 
is the third company that the Tube City company has 
purchased since January 1. The plant of the National 
company will be torn down and removed to the Tube 
City plant in McKeesport. 

The plant of the J. M. Hastings Lumber Company, at 
Dunham, Pa., is working full time with capacity © 
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50,000 feet daily. The plant embraces a large tract of 
timber, recently purchased, on which has been erected 
a large circular saw mill now cutting hardwood. The 
company expects to cut from 8,000,000 to 10,000,000 
feet of timber this year. 

J. N. Woollett, formerly of Albany, N. Y., lately of 

Boulder, Col., has taken charge of the Norfolk office 
of the American Lumber & Manufacturing Company. 
W. D. Johnston, president, will go to Norfolk on Sat- 
urday. 
ELV. Babcock & Co. report little change in the hem- 
lock situation. The bitter weather and heavy snows 
have told somewhat on the lumber business. ‘The firm 
pooked an order this week for 300,000 feet of yellow 
pine to be shipped to New Brighton, Pa., for street car 
improvement. ; 

Frank Leisher, the well known contractor and builder 
of Pitcaim, Pa., has opened a new yard in that town. 

R. G. Porter & Son, of Claysville, Pa., have sold the 
planing mill at Claysville and will open a yard in or 
near Pittsburg. 

On the Seventh Avenue hotel register this week are 
found the names of the following dealers: F. L. An- 
drews, New Bethlehem, Pa.; G. B. Daniels, of the Grand 
Rapids (Mich.) branch of the Daniels & Collin Company, 
of this city; J. W. Kitchen, of Van Sant, Kitchen & Co., 
Ashland, Ky.; O. M. Bruner, president of O. M. Bruner 
& Co., Philadelphia, Pa.; A. J. Somerville, Mansfield, 
Ohio; Mr. Rowland, of the Mitchell & Rowland Com- 
pany, Toledo, Ohio; George Stacy, Toledo, Ohio; A. J. 
Swan, Adrian, Mich.; Charles Schriver, Cleveland, Ohio; 
J. T. Parsons, Toledo, Ohio; J. C. Scofield, Toledo, Ohio; 
H. C. Kreith, Toledo, Ohio; T. A. Griffith, Morgan Sash 
& Door Company, Chicago. 

Roland Erving and Mrs. Erving have returned from 
their bridal trip to the Pacific coast. 





THE MONUMENTAL CITY. 


BALTIMORE, Mp., March 7.—The only uncertain fac- 
tor appears to be the unusually open winter, which 
enabled the mills to run nearly all the time and so 
stimulated production that stocks in some directions 
are rather larger than would seem conducive to highest 
prices. But even this will not necessarily detract from 
the favorable business conditions, especially if, as there 
is ample reason to believe, consumption this year shall 
greatly exceed that of last year. : 

The first meeting of the recently elected managing 
committee of the Baltimore Lumber Exchange was held 
February 21. Standing committees were named with 
the following chairmen: Arbitration, Francis E. 
Waters; inspection, William M. Burgan; transportation, 
§. P. Ryland; membership, Richard W. Price; house, 
Henry P. Duker. Norman James, John L. Alcock and 
Charles T. Stran, the latter the secretary of the ex- 
change, were chosen to represent the Baltimore organi- 
zation at the annual meeting of the National Wholesale 
Lumber Dealers’ Association in Pittsburg this week, and 
the National Lumber Company and the Canton Lumber 
Company were elected to membership. The Baltimore 
delegates to the annual meeting left for Pittsburg on 
last Monday evening, accompanied by a number of other 
members, among them Lewis Dill, president of the ex- 
change, and §. P. Ryland. 

The direct importation of mahogany to Baltimore 
from Cuba and other islands in the West Indies is an 
enterprise which has just been started here. A con- 
signment of costly woods is already on the way to this 
city to the Baltimore Mahogany Company, which has 
established offices at 11 South Gay street. Efforts are 
being made to charter a steamer for a full cargo. James 
R. Bate is the guiding spirit of the new undertaking. 

Col. Francis E. Waters, of R. T. Waters & Son, has 
been confined to his house for several weeks with a stub- 
born attack of the grip. He is greatly improved, but 
until the early part of this week had not sufficiently 
recovered to resume his place in the office. Mr. Dix, 
another member of the firm, was laid up at the same 
time. 

The Roanoke Railroad & Lumber Company, R. S. 
Cohn, secretary, contemplates the erection of a large 
lumbering plant at or near Norfolk, and it is expected 
that the plants will be completed in a few days. 

The R. J. Anderson Company, of Danville, Va., has 
been incorporated with a capital of $50,000. It will 
manufacture lumber, sash ete. The officers of the com- 
pany are: R, J. Anderson, president, and T. B. Fitz- 
gerald, vice president. 

The well known hardwood exporting firm of R. 
P. Baer & Co., of this city, has just completed a 
deal whereby it has purchased the export business of 
J. van Hall & Co. This latter concern has been long 
and prominently identified with the export log and 
lumber trade, notably in France, and the addition of the 
line of trade established by van Hall & Co. will very 
rr round up the extensive export trade of R. P. Baer 
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THE PENOBSCOT DISTRICT. 

BANGor, Me., March 4.—The latest news of interest 
on the Penobscot is the announcement of two more pulp 
and paper enterprises. N. M. Jones, of Lincoln; Charles 

- Mullen, of Bangor, and others are to erect on Mat- 
taceunk falls, five miles above Mattawamkeag, on the 
West branch, a ground wood mill of fifty tons’ daily 
capacity. Engineers are now at work surveying for a 
Spur track of the Canadian Pacific railway from Matta- 
Wamkeag to the mill site. A few miles above Lincoln 
os M. Jones and others, of the Katahdin Pulp & Paper 

ompany, will erect a paper mill to have a capacity of 
thirty tons of manila daily. 

The big mill of the Ashland Manufacturing Company, 
at Ashland, will be started for the season on March 11. 


This mill is supplied with logs from the headwaters of 
the Aroostook river and saws about 30,000,000 feet of 
lumber annually, all of which is shipped by rail to 
Bangor; a large part of it is transshipped from this port 
by veasel. 

George Fabyan Archer, of Amherst, died at his home 
in that town February 26, aged 75 years. He was one 
of the best known men in Hancock county, and was for 
many years a prosperous lumberman. 

The M. G. Shaw Lumber Company and ex-Sheriff 
Plummer, of Portland, will erect fifty dwelling houses 
this year in Bath, where the shipbuilding boom has cre- 
ated a great demand for rents. 

Hon. Llewellyn Powers, of Houlton, one of the 
wealthiest timber land owners in Maine, was on Febru- 
ary 28, at Bangor, nominated by the republicans as can- 
didate for congress, to succeed Hon. Charles A. Boutelle, 
of Bangor, who resigned recently on account of ill health. 





QUAKER CITY NEWS. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., March 5.—The activity in con- 
struction which should be showing evidence of life at 
about this time has not appeared, but this is largely if 
not entirely due to the wretched character of the 
weather. It must be recorded that March has not 
opened as well as did the last two months; on the other 
hand there is a great deal of inquiry afoot, presaging 
brisker business later. The general impression in the 
trade is that there is a good time ahead. There is 
going to be much more operative building than was an- 
ticipated, and it will be of the good sort, not of the 
speculative kind that hit so many of the retail trade 
so hard during the last three years. 

A large fleet comprising twenty or more craft which 
had been held fast in the ice between this port and 
Baltimore all along the Delaware, the canal and the 
bay, has been practically released by the thaw of the 
last three days and at this writing about half the num- 
ber are in the river or close up. These comprise cargoes 
of both short and longleaf pine. The consignees would 
have preferred they were ice-locked a little longer so 
that stocks might have been farther reduced than they 
have been. 

Eli B. Hallowell, accompanied by members of his fam- 
ily, has gone down to Georgia and Alabama prepara- 
tory to entering the arena of active politics as common 
councilman from the twenty-fourth ward, from which 
he was elected at the February elections. 

E. P. Burton & Co. report a very nice business in 
shortleaf pine. 

Edmund Pennell, whose specialty is white pine, be- 
lieves that the values of the lumber will be well held, 
questioning the probability of an increase. He regards 
the outlook for business as very good. 





EASTERN NEWS NOTES. 


J. M. Murdock & Bro., of Johnstown, Pa., have pur- 
chased 2,500 acres of timber land in Fulton county. The 
tract contains oak and white and yellow pine. 

Taylor & McDonald, of Bigrun, Pa., have purchased a 
tract of timber land in Shade township, Somerset 
county. The land consists of 600 acres, estimated to con- 
tain 10,000,000 feet of hemlock, pine, poplar, ash and red 
and white oak. The purchasers will begin logging oper- 
ations in the spring. 

Jellerson & Buzzell, of Oldtown, Me., have bought 
3,600 acres of pine land at Lagrange. 

Kile & Morgan, who have been manufacturers of West 
Virginia whitewood and other hardwoods for seven years, 
have recently opened an office at 32 Westminster street, 
Providence, R. I., from which all eastern business will be 
conducted. The office is in charge of B. E. Kile, formerly 
vice president of the L, H. Gage Lumber Company, and 
S. D. Morgan will attend personally to the details of 
manufacture at the mills, at Buckhannon, W. Va. 


The Ohio Field. 


FROM THE FOREST CITY. 


CLEVELAND, Ouro, March 2.—As spring approaches 
orders increase in number and quantity of stock wanted. 
Many large river yards have already quantities of broken 
piles. Though most yards yet have a fair stock for this 
time of year, few can fill orders without more or less 
swapping and dickering with their neighbors. Demand 
for good lumber from eastern dealers never was better, 
and to fill all the orders for this class of stock that are 
presented would be a thing impossible. 

Many of the Cleveland dealers are preparing to attend 
the National Wholesale Lumber Dealers’ Association 
annual meeting to be held at Pittsburg on Wednesday 
and Thursday of next week. They expect to leave Cleve- 
land in a special car via the Erie railroad at 3 o’clock 
p. m. March 5. Those expecting to go are John Diver, 
of the Cleveland Saw Mill & Lumber Company; E. L. 
Fisher, of the Fisher & Wilson Company; C. H. Prescott, 
jr., of the Saginaw Bay Company; Mr. Hayward, of the 
M. G. Browne Lumber Company; Guy Gray, of the Mills- 
Gray-Carleton Company; E. E. Teare, of Potter, Teare & 
Co.; F. W. Bell, of F. R. Gilchrist & Co., and Paul Gill, 
of the C. H. Gill Lumber Company. They have apart- 
ments engaged at the Hotel Schenley and are anticipating 
not only a profitable but pleasant trip. 

C. H. Prescott, sr., of the Saginaw Bay Company, and 
wife left on Tuesday of this week for a several wecks’ 
trip through the south and great northwest. 

Eugene Carleton, of the Mills-Gray-Carleton Company, 
returned from his southern trip on Tuesday of this week. 








He is looking hale and hearty and as brown as a berry. 
He has thrilling yarns to spin of alligator experiences 
and his fish stories are simply out of sight—and so are 
his fish. 

A letter received from F. R. Gilchrist, of F. R. Gil- 
christ & Co., written at Bermuda, says: “We are basking 
in the southern summer’s sun, gorging ourselves on trop- 
ical fiuits, vegetables etc. We hope to return to Cleve- 
land some time about April 1, weighing large pounds 
more than when we left.” 





QUEEN CITY TRADE FEATURES. 


CINCINNATI, OnI0, March 5.—Chief Deputy Inspector 
C. E. Morris, of this district, was out of the city sev- 
eral days this week inspecting a big lot of lumber for 
a local firm. Although the utilizing of the national 
inspection system hereabouts has not been without a 
bit of friction here and there, it is beginning to be 
confidently believed by nearly all friends of the system 
that the wisdom of its adoption and of practical sup- 
port will soon be apparent to all connected in any way 
with the trade. 

Walter Quick, with M. B. Farrin, said today: 

January was a very lively month with us and February 
was very good also. It is likely that orders have been kept 
back and business retarded by the recent cold weather. In- 
quiries are frequent and pressing enough as well as orders to 
make certain a fine showing for March, I believe. 

Dry stocks of poplar are short, according to my ob- 
servations, especially as to the better grades. Should tides 
still hold off, that, together with present conditions, would 
seem to indicate a sharp advance at no distant date. 

The next meeting and dinner of the Lumbermen’s 
Club will be at the Burnet house next Tuesday evening, 
March 12. All members unite in most cordially and 
urgently inviting their friends of the trade from out of 
town to arrange to be the guests of the club on that 
occasion. 

One hundred and fifty union coopers are on strike at 
the plant of the Hauser, Brenner & Fath Company for 
the union scale of wages. . 

The Queen City Supply Company, as announced some 
time ago in the LUMBERMAN with its plan, has taken 
possession of the entire mammoth structure a part of 
which it has so long occupied. Its newly arranged, 
handsomely decorated and equipped offices are now 
fully completed and occupied, and the remodeling of 
the rest of the building is almost finished. The estab- 
lishment is now up to date strictly in every detail of 
its equipment as it always has been in enterprise and 
business methods. 

F, M. Possell, of Gage & Possell, spent several days 
of this week in Chicago. L, H. Gage was busy with the 
growing office work of the firm. Business was reported 
fairly good. 

At B. A. Kipp & Co.’s the report was that business 
was dull. Howard Dickerson, with this firm, is on the 
road and has been nearly ever since he became con- 
nected with the establishment. 

H. P. Wiborg has been appointed by the manufac- 
turers’ club as a member of a committee to liquidate 
the saengerfest debt. It was to liquidate this debt that 
the so celebrated Jeffries-Ruhlin boxing match was pro- 
posed. 

O. H. L. Wernicke, of the Globe-Wernicke Company, 
has written the recently organized industrial bureau 
that he will subscribe $500 to each of ten enterprises 
that may be induced to locate in Cincinnati by the 
bureau and having the bureau indorsement. This fol- 
lowed the proposal of Capt. George N. Stone, manager 
of the telephone company, to be one of twenty persons 
to furnish $10,000 each to be invested in concerns 
recommended by the bureau that are willing to remove 
to this city. 

Ben Dulweber, of John Dulweber & Co., is still put- 
ting in considerable time on the road. 

Mr. Robbins, of Maley, Thompson & Moffett, has had 
an extra weight of care and responsibility on his 
shoulders during the illness of Mr. Moffett, but has, 
of course, proven equal and more than equal for any 
emergency. Mr. Moffett’s very many friends will be 
glad to hear of his continued improvement in health. 

J. Watt Graham, of the Graham Lumber Company, 
reports business for the past few days as falling off 
from the several previous weeks. He can see nothing 
but symptoms of a speedy betterment of conditions, 
however, he says. 

Will Borcherding is adding to his fine record by his 
conduct of the office affairs for Bennett & Witte during 
Mr. Bennett’s absence. Bennett & Witte had a remark- 
ably good month in the one just past, and March is 
reported very promising. 

M. B. Farrin is in Pittsburg at the wholesalers’ 
meeting. 

W. B. Hay is as usual putting in telling licks in the 
way of expediting business out at M. B. Farrin‘s big 
establishment. 

The F. Galle Company is the successor to Rodman & 
Raymond at Richmond street and McLean avenue. 





TRADE IN TOLEDO. 


ToLepo, OnI0, March 4.—As far as we can gather, 
trade for February, notwithstanding the cold weather, 
was good and fully up to average output for the season. 
March comes in with warmer weather and brings in- 
creased activity. All report good trade and many have 
quite a little sold ahead for March delivery. 

The market is fairly strong, most lines bringing 
freely full list. Hemlock is showing increased strength, 
the interior mills asking an advance of 50 cents. White 
pine is firm at list. Local trade is active; a number of 
contracts were placed the past month and many are on 
the market for figures. The general outlook is bright 
for both jobbing and local trade. 








AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 
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THE EASTERN LUMBER FIELD. 





The Exodus to Pittsburg—Buffalo Lumbermen Preparing for Exposition Visitors—Tona- 
wanda Harbor Improvement Assured—The Baltimore Exchange’s New 
Committeemen—The Week in Ohio Lumber Centers. 





THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT. 


New York, March 4.—If it were not that the local 
lumber dealers of the wholesale stripe are at the pres- 
ent moment planning and scheming to get to the Pitts- 


burg convention, the marked improvement in trade the 
past week or so might take up more of their time and 
attention. There is no doubt that a much better feeling 
is in evidence on every side. Weather conditions may 
prove helpful, of course, but aside from that there is 


hardly a stock that has not felt something of an impetus 
in orders and inquiry. Rumblings are heard now and 
again of conditions not wholly satisfactory—conditions 
that organization has thus far helped to check—but 
these disturbances are not loud enough to cause worry, 
and time may bring either their alleviation or their 
remedy. : 

By actual count a full score of concerns which belong 
to the National Wholesale Lumber Dealers’ Association 
and which have New York offices will be represented at 
the Pittsburg convention, though some of the attendance 
may not come from New York. The gentlemen from 
this city who have declared their intention to be pres- 
ent are: 

Henry Cape. 

Charlies Corkran and C. W. Manning, of the Chequasset 
Lumber Co. 

Frederick W. Cole. 

W. R. Creed and George W. Cropsey, William R. Creed 
& Son. 

Robert W, Higbie. 

Rk. BE. Holcomb and C. R. Caskey, Holcomb & Caskey. 

William B. Millard, Millard Lumber Company. 

J. W. Hussey. 

H. Hirschberg. 

G. H. Lemay. 

J. H. MecClennen, Marsh & McClennen. 

John L. Roper, Roper Lumber Company. 

Cc. E. Kennedy, Shepard & Morse Lumber Company. 

Gouverneur EB. Smith. 

G. M. Wiley and John C. Harker, Wiley, Harker & Co. 

Pendennis White, L. P. Rider and W. C. Frost, White, 
Ryder & Frost. 

Much regret will be felt, of course, over the absence 
in Europe of Ernest M. Price, of Price & Hart, who is 
the chairman of the committee on railroads and trans- 
portation. His report will be read by C. W. Manning. 

Visitors have been quite numerous the past week. 
They included: Horton Corwin, jr., of the Brenning 
Manufacturing Company, Edenton, N. C.; J. B. Ransom, 
of J. B. Ransom & Co., Memphis, Tenn.; J. Q. Barker, 
Kanawha Hardwood Company, Charleston, West Va.; D. 
A. Sullivan, Union Lumber Company, Jamestown, N. 
Y.; both Messrs. Boyce & Grogan, Boston; R. C. Lippin- 
cott, Philadelphia; W. B. Willard, Willard Lumber 
Company, Rouse’s Point, N. Y.; Owen Bearse, Bearse & 
Son, Boston, and E. B. Nettleton, Philadelphia, repre- 
senting John E. Du Bois. 

Paper box makers, more than lumber dealers, are in- 
terested in the announcement of the incorporation of the 
Composite Board Company, of this city, with a capital 
of $250,000, to manufacture lumber, ground wood and 
wood pulp. The directors are: Edward Hill, N. Y. City; 
W. 8S. Huntington, Watertown, and A. E. Seibert, 
Brooklyn. 

Frederick R. Stevens, who represents a number of 
Pacific coast firms and whose office hitherto has been at 
Plainfield, N. J., has established office relations at 18 
Broadway. 

J. C. Turner, of the J. C. Turner Cypress Company, is 
expected back from the south next Monday. : 

Some of the New York lumber dealers who will attend 
the Pittsburg convention leave tonight, but the majority 
will not go until Tuesday evening. Included among the 
latter are the delegation from the New York Lumber 
Trade Association. 

A recent visitor in the city was C. I. Millard, secre- 
tary of the Chicago Lumber & Coal Company, St. Louis. 
Mr. Millard intends being in the neighborhood of the 
Hotel Schenley this week. 


a a 
FROM WESTERN NEW YORK. 


Burrawo, N. Y., March 6.—City lumbermen are hard 
to find just now as they have embraced in unusual num- 
bers the chance of attending the wholesalers’ conven- 
tion in Pittsburg, which is much nearer home than us- 
ual. It was unfortunate, though, that some elected to 
go by day, some by night, as it prevents the sending out 
of a solid delegation. 

A move to fit up a special reception room for the 
entertainment of lumbermen who will visit the Pan- 
American Exposition next summer has been decided 
upon. The funds will be raised by subscription among 
the members of the trade, though the Lumber Exchange 
has the matter officially in hand and has appointed a 
committee to make the arrangements, with a good man, 
A. G. Hauenstein, as chairman. All the world will 
want to come to Buffalo this summer, but so far only 
the lumbermen appear to have taken active steps to 
welcome the members of their trade in a fraternal 
way and gone down into their pockets to do it. 

Howard A. Hamilton, who left Buffalo two or three 
years ago to take > the sash and blind factory at 
Middleport, was in the city within the week. He re- 


ports business active. Among his new specialties is a 
patent door that he appears to be pushing to some pur- 
ose. 

Letters from the east announce the death, on Febru- 
ary 28, of J. H. Park, long the head of the sash and 
blind factory of Park, Winton & True at Addison, 
N. Y. The firm was a regular buyer in this market and 
Mr. Park was well and favorably known by the trade. 

D. Y. Leslie is preparing to handle considerable lake 
lumber over his dock for other people in addition to 
his own consignments, which are of neat proportions. 

There is a theory among some of the older hardwood 
dealers that the day of quartered oak is past to a cer- 
tain extent. One man says that it was once all wal- 
nut and then it was cherry; then they went out of 
fashion and oak came in. The theory is somewhat 
borne out by the report of Hugh McLean & Co., that 
they are now selling more cherry than they can buy, so 
that their stock is running down. Taylor & Crate also 
report a greatly increased trade in mahogany this win- 
ter, which of course tells against oak for the time, 
whether it shall last or not. 

John T, Stewart is at present at El Paso, Tex., where 
he went a few days ago from New Mexico for a change 
of scenery. The six-story brick block being built by 
Stewart Bros. is now roofed and will be completed for 
May renting. be 

An effort is being made to upset the disposition of 
the property of the bankrupt Tonawanda Planing Mill 
Company and throw all proceedings into bankruptcy, 
but it seems that too long a time has elapsed. Some of 
the creditors who received real estate for their share 
have already sold it and it would injure innocent part- 
ies to do anything now. 

Buffalo lumber carriers and the trade generally are 
very well pleased with the agreement reached with the 
lumber shovers at Ashland. It was feared that the 
handlers would insist on all of the abuses of former 
seasons. 

John J. Boland has sold the lumber schooner Ida 
Keith to Frank Andrews, of Detroit, who will form a 
new lumber tow by placing her and probably another 
schooner after the steamer Homer Warren, which was 
lately rebuilt from the passenger steamer Atlanta. 
There are no lumber freight rates yet. 





THE TWIN TONAWANDAS. 


NortH Tonawanpa, N. Y., March 4.— Springlike 
weather has prevailed since the last day of February, 
with occasional rain storms. Freight is moving more 
freely and local lumber dealers do not experience the 
difficulty of a week or so ago in securing cars. Mills and 
yards are again operating steadily with their full quota 
of seasonable employees. General opinion prevails among 
the dealers that with continuation of open weather trade 
will gradually increase to unusual proportions. 


The greatest activity exists among owners of vessels . 


wintering at this point in getting their boats ready for 
the lumber carrying season, which is less than six weeks 
away if navigation shall open at this port as early as 
usual. Repairs on the fifty or more vessels here will cost 
in the neighborhood of $150,000. Among vessels receiv- 
ing attention in this line are the steamer Seattle, con- 
trolled by the H. M. Louds’ Sons Lumber Company, the 
carrying capacity thereof being increased 150,000 feet, 
and the Ed. Smith, owned by White, Rider & Frost, 
which is receiving extensive repairs to decks and hull. 

Contrary to reports that the river and harbor bill 
would not likely receive favorable consideration by the 
federal authorities at this session of congress, the meas- 
ure was passed by the senate, greatly to the satisfaction 
of local lumbermen and owners of vessels that carry lum- 
ber to this port. From the most recent advices the bill 
as passed by the house and senate carried an appropria- 
tion of $257,700 for providing a 400-foot wide and 18-foot 
deep channel from Lake Erie to the northern limit of the 
local harbor. This amount is twice as large as any here- 
tofore provided for the improvement of the Niagara river 
and the local harbor. 

Among recent purchases of lumber in the west are 
those by the Eastern Lumber Company, 2,000,000 feet of 
white pine at Marinette, Wis.; by the National Lumber 
Company, about 1,000,000 feet of pine at Ashland, Wis.; 
by Frank I. Alliger, 3,500,000 feet of various grades of 
box lumber at Duluth, Minn, Mr. Alliger has also con- 
tracted for several million more of the same commodity 
to be delivered during the season of navigation. He re- 
ports having found prices very stiff in the west. Among 
dealers from this market in the west looking after pros- 
pective purchases is Hugh McLean, of McLean Bros. 

J. E. Williams, who has been connected with various 
lumber enterprises in the Tonawandas, is in Virginia 
looking over the lumber situation with a view to purchas- 
ing timber and operating a shingle mill. 

A number of local dealers are figuring on attending the 
annual meeting of the National Wholesale Lumber Deal- 
ers’ Association at Pittsburg Wednesday and Thursday, 
accompanying the delegation from Buffalo. 

The Tonawandas were well represented at the annual 
meeting of the retail lumber dealers’ association at Syra- 
cuse on Wednesday. 

W. W. Robertson, of the Robertson & Doebler Lumber 


a, 


Company, and wife attended the inauguration exercises 
at Washington, D. C. 

Herbert L. White, of White, Rider & Frost, and bride, 
formerly Miss Dorothy Johnson, of St. Paul, Minn., have 
returned from a southern tour and are occupying apart- 
ments at the Markeen, Buffalo. 

Included among those here recently in connection with 
lumber interests were: G. H. Dikeman, of Cleveland, 
Ohio; George M. Warren, Toronto, Ontario; Charles H. 
Jagger, Chicago; J. ‘A. Buch, Reading, Pa.; H. L. Teib- 
bett, Boston, Mass.; G. L. Cookren, New York; E. V. 
Cooke, Cleveland, Ohio; J. Hobbs, Newark, N. J.; W. J. 
Rouse, Easton, Pa.; W. H. Crabb, West Bay City, Mich.; 
D. L. Higgins, Ashland, Wis.; J. Edwards, New York; 
C. L. Mackley, Philadelphia, Pa.; W. P. McKinnon, 
Finch, Ontario.; A. McCall, Simcoe, Ontario; James H. 
Bacon, Detroit, Mich.; J. N. McLean, Philadelphia, Pa. ; 
J. E. Jackson, Lockport, N. Y.; George C. Hollister, 
Rochester, N. Y.; C. W. Stanley, Batavia, N. Y.; L. L. 
Hotchkiss, Victoria Harbor, Ontario; N. J. Reynolds, 
Detroit, Mich.; E. Bradley, Paterson, N. J. 

A number of retail firms have received considerable 
lumber from the Georgian bay district and other lumber 
sections of Canada during the past week with which to 
replenish their rapidly decreasing stocks, and much more 
is scheduled to arrive here from the same points during 
the next few weeks, 

Word was received here Saturday by lumbermen of the 
death of W. H. Parks, of Addison, Steuben county, N. Y., 
Thursday. The deceased was the senior member of the 
Parks, Wenton & True Company, of Addison, sash, door 
and blind manufacturers. He had been actively identi- 
fied with the trade for many years and was well and 
favorably known among lumbermen. 

Two directors of the Niagara Falls (N. Y.) Lumber & 
Coal Cempany made application Friday in the special 
term of the supreme court for the dissolution of the 
corporation, filing claims that the company is insoly- 
ent. The other directors were represented by an attor- 
ney, who opposed the motion on the ground that the 
concern’s assets exceed the liabilities by $4,000. A 
reference was granted. 





TRADE AT THE HUB. 


Boston, Mass, March 2.—When March comes in like 
a lion it goes out like a lamb, so says an old weather 
proverb—and all lumbermen will heartily wish for the 
fulfillment of the latter part of the prophecy. In this 
vicinity March is considered to furnish a somewhat 
reliable indication as to conditions which will prevail 
in the lumber business for the balance of the year. A 
mild and pleasant month comparatively will encourage 
building operations which, if too long delayed by bad 
weather, are sometimes indefinitely postponed; but even 
should adverse weather and a backward season prevail 
the exceptionally strong business outlook throughout the 
country, together with plenty of money and a disposi- 
tion to spend it and a steadfast faith in the future, 
are conditions which even a backward season cannot 
easily overthrow. Therefore, a pessimist among lumber- 
men is hard to find. 

The weather in Boston has been cold and seasonable, 
and from present indications the temperature at Pitts- 
burg during the next week will be exceedingly high 
and charged with large quantities of electricity and 
ozone. The Boston contingent are evidently in a state 
of high excitement regarding the trip, and it is ex- 
pected that several records and other things will be 
broken. 

H. M. Bickford, of the H. M. Bickford Company, 
has returned from a tour of the south for business 
purposes, and appears to be in prime condition to resist 
the wearing strain of the convention at Pittsburg, 
which he purposes to attend. 

E. A. Smith & Co., formerly of Providence, R. I., 


have announced in a circular the opening of their new - 


Boston headquarters at 153 Milk street. 

W. E. Silverthorne, of Silverthorne & Co., of North 
Tonawanda, N. Y., has been making a visit to the Hub 
and entertaining and being entertained by his friends 
at the Touraine. 

The trade in the Boston district has met a severe 
loss in the death of S. B. Balkam, of S. B. Balkam & 
Co., of Hyde Park, Mass. 





SMOKY CITY TRADE NOTES. 


PirrspurG, Pa., March 5.—A generous fall of the 
beautiful and clear skies with crisp cold winter will 
greet the couple of hundred wholesale dealers who are 
expected to arrive this evening and tomorrow morning. 
Business locally is being hurried for the temporary sus- 
pension of two days, as all the members of the Pittsburg 
association expect to be in their offices but little in that 
time. Everything is in order for the convention, which 
if all expectations are realized will be one of great 
moment socially and in the amount of important busi- 
ness transacted. 

Trade is quiet but steady and dealers to a man are 
expecting a splendid spring trade at good prices. 

Flint, Erving & Lindsay have entered suit against 
Clark & McCullough, the Bear Creek Lumber Company, 
and J. B. Flint, trustee of F. C. Wampler, for $7,011.22 
on a contract. 

The National Lumber Company, of McKeesport, has 
sold its interest to the Tube City Lumber Company. !t 
is the third company that the Tube City company has 
purchased since January 1. The plant of the National 
company will be torn down and removed to the Tube 
City plant in McKeesport. 

The plant of the J. M. Hastings Lumber Company, at 
Dunham, Pa., is working full time with capacity of 
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50,000 feet daily. The plant embraces a large tract of 
timber, recently purchased, on which has been erected 
a large circular saw mill now cutting hardwood. The 
company expects to cut from 8,000,000 to 10,000,000 
feet of timber this year. 

J. N. Woollett, formerly of Albany, N. Y., lately of 

Boulder, Col., has taken charge of the Norfolk office 
of the American Lumber & Manufacturing Company. 
W. D. Johnston, president, will go to Norfolk on Sat- 
urday. 
EV. Babcock & Co. report little change in the hem- 
lock situation. The bitter weather and heavy snows 
have told somewhat on the lumber business. ‘The firm 
booked an order this week for 300,000 feet of yellow 
pine to be shipped to New Brighton, Pa., for street car 
improvement. 

Frank Leisher, the well known contractor and builder 
of Pitcaim, Pa., has opened a new yard in that town. 

R. G. Porter & Son, of Claysville, Pa., have sold the 
planing mill at Claysville and will open a yard in or 
near Pittsburg. 

On the Seventh Avenue hotel register this week are 
found the names of the following dealers: F. L. An- 
drews, New Bethlehem, Pa.; G. B. Daniels, of the Grand 
Rapids (Mich.) branch of the Daniels & Collin Company, 
of this city; J. W. Kitchen, of Van Sant, Kitchen & Co., 
Ashland, Ky.; O. M. Bruner, president of O. M. Bruner 
& Co., Philadelphia, Pa.; A. J. Somerville, Mansfield, 
Ohio; Mr. Rowland, of the Mitchell & Rowland Com- 
pany, Toledo, Ohio; George Stacy, Toledo, Ohio; A. J. 
Swan, Adrian, Mich.; Charles Schriver, Cleveland, Ohio; 
J. T. Parsons, Toledo, Ohio; J. C. Scofield, Toledo, Ohio; 
H. C. Kreith, Toledo, Ohio; T. A. Griffith, Morgan Sash 
& Door Company, Chicago. 

Roland Erving and Mrs. Erving have returned from 
their bridal trip to the Pacific coast. 





THE MONUMENTAL CITY. 


BALTIMORE, Mp., March 7.—The only uncertain fac- 
tor appears to be the unusually open winter, which 
enabled the mills to run nearly all the time and so 
stimulated production that stocks in some directions 
are rather larger than would seem conducive to highest 
prices. But even this will not necessarily detract from 
the favorable business conditions, especially if, as there 
is ample reason to believe, consumption this year shall 
greatly exceed that of last year. ; 

The first meeting of the recently elected managing 
committee of the Baltimore Lumber Exchange was held 
February 21. Standing committees were named with 
the following chairmen: Arbitration, Francis E. 
Waters; inspection, William M. Burgan; transportation, 
§. P. Ryland; membership, Richard W. Price; house, 
Henry P. Duker. Norman James, John L. Alcock and 
Charles T. Stran, the latter the secretary of the ex- 
change, were chosen to represent the Baltimore organi- 
zation at the annual meeting of the National Wholesale 
Lumber Dealers’ Association in Pittsburg this week, and 
the National Lumber Company and the Canton Lumber 
Company were elected to membership. The Baltimore 
delegates to the annual meeting left for Pittsburg on 
last Monday evening, accompanied by a number of other 
members, among them Lewis Dill, president of the ex- 
change, and 8S. P. Ryland. 

The direct importation of mahogany to Baltimore 
from Cuba and other islands in the West Indies is an 
enterprise which has just been started here. A con- 
signment of costly woods is already on the way to this 
city to the Baltimore Mahogany Company, which has 
established offices at 11 South Gay street. Efforts are 
being made to charter a steamer for a full cargo. James 
R. Bate is the guiding spirit of the new undertaking. 

Col. Francis E. Waters, of R. T. Waters & Son, has 
been confined to his house for several weeks with a stub- 
born attack of the grip. He is greatly improved, but 
until the early part of this week had not sufficiently 
recovered to resume his place in the office. Mr. Dix, 
_— member of the firm, was laid up at the same 
ime. 

The Roanoke Railroad & Lumber Company, R. 8. 
Cohn, secretary, contemplates the erection of a large 
lumbering plant at or near Norfolk, and it is expected 
that the plants will be completed in a few days. 

The R. J. Anderson Company, of Danville, Va., has 
been incorporated with a capital of $50,000. It will 
manufacture lumber, sash ete. The officers of the com- 
pany are: R. J. Anderson, president, and T. B. Fitz- 
gerald, vice president. 

The well known hardwood exporting firm of R. 
P. Baer & Co., of this city, has just completed a 
deal whereby it has purchased the export business of 
J. van Hall & Co. This latter concern has been long 
and prominently identified with the export log and 
lumber trade, notably in France, and the addition of the 
line of trade established by van Hall & Co. will very 
rex round up the extensive export trade of R. P. Baer 

0. 





THE PENOBSCOT DISTRICT. 

Bancor, Mr., March 4.—The latest news of interest 
on the Penobscot is the announcement of two more pulp 
and paper enterprises. N. M. Jones, of Lincoln; Charles 
W. Mullen, of Bangor, and others are to erect on Mat- 
taceunk falls, five miles above Mattawamkeag, on the 
West branch, a ground wood mill of fifty tons’ daily 
capacity. Engineers are now at work surveying for a 
Spur track of the Canadian Pacific railway from Matta- 
Wamkeag to the mill site. A few miles above Lincoln 
- M. Jones and others, of the Katahdin Pulp & Paper 

ompany, will erect a paper mill to have a capacity of 
thirty tons of manila daily. 

by se big mill of the Ashland Manufacturing Company, 
at Ashland, will be started for the season on March 11. 


This mill is supplied with logs from the headwaters of 
the Aroostook river and saws about 30,000,000 feet of 
lumber annually, all of which is shipped by rail to 
Bangor; a large part of it is transshipped from this port 
by veasel. 

George Fabyan Archer, of Amherst, died at his home 
in that town February 26, aged 75 years. He was one 
of the best known men in Hancock county, and was for 
many years a prosperous lumberman. 

The M. G. Shaw Lumber Company and ex-Sheriff 
Plummer, of Portland, will erect fifty dwelling houses 
this year in Bath, where the shipbuilding boom has cre- 
ated a great demand for rents. 

Hon. Llewellyn Powers, of Houlton, one of the 
wealthiest timber land owners in Maine, was on Febru- 
ary 28, at Bangor, nominated by the republicans as can- 
didate for congress, to succeed Hon. Charles A. Boutelle, 
of Bangor, who resigned recently on account of ill health. 





QUAKER CITY NEWS. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., March 5.—The activity in con- 
struction which should be showing evidence of life at 
about this time has not appeared, but this is largely if 
not entirely due to the wretched character of the 
weather. It must be recorded that March has not 
opened as well as did the last two months; on the other 
hand there is a great deal of inquiry afoot, presaging 
brisker business later. The general impression in the 
trade is that there is a good time ahead. There is 
going to be much more operative building than was an- 
ticipated, and it will be of the good sort, not of the 
speculative kind that hit so many of the retail trade 
so hard during the last three years. 

A large fleet comprising twenty or more craft which 
had been heid fast in the ice between this port and 
Baltimore all along the Delaware, the canal and the 
bay, has been practically released by the thaw of the 
last three days and at this writing about half the num- 
ber are in the river or close up. These comprise cargoes 
of both short and longleaf pine. The consignees would 
have preferred they were ice-locked a little longer so 
that stocks might have been farther reduced than they 
have been. 

Eli B. Hallowell, accompanied by members of his fam- 
ily, has gone down to Georgia and Alabama prepara- 
tory to entering the arena of active politics as common 
councilman from the twenty-fourth ward, from which 
he was elected at the February elections. 

E. P. Burton & Co. report a very nice business in 
shortleaf pine. 

Edmund Pennell, whose specialty is white pine, be- 
lieves that the values of the lumber will be well held, 
questioning the probability of an increase. He regards 
the outlook for business as very good. 





EASTERN NEWS NOTES. 


J. M. Murdock & Bro., of Johnstown, Pa., have pur- 
chased 2,500 acres of timber land in Fulton county. The 
tract contains oak and white and yellow pine. 

Taylor & McDonald, of Bigrun, Pa., have purchased a 
tract of timber land in Shade township, Somerset 
county. The land consists of 600 acres, estimated to con- 
tain 10,000,000 feet of hemlock, pine, poplar, ash and red 
and white oak. The purchasers will begin logging oper- 
ations in the spring. 

Jellerson & Buzzell, of Oldtown, Me., have bought 
3,600 acres of pine land at Lagrange. 

Kile & Morgan, who have been manufacturers of West 
Virginia whitewood and other hardwoods for seven years, 
have recently opened an office at 32 Westminster street, 
Providence, R. I., from which all eastern business will be 
conducted. The office is in charge of B. E. Kile, formerly 
vice president of the L. H. Gage Lumber Company, and 
S. D. Morgan will attend personally to the details of 
manufacture at the mills, at Buckhannon, W. Va. 


The Ohio Field. 


FROM THE FOREST CITY. 


CLEVELAND, Onto, March 2.—As spring approaches 
orders increase in number and quantity of stock wanted. 
Many large river yards have already quantities of broken 
piles. Though most yards yet have a fair stock for this 
time of year, few can fill orders without more or less 
swapping and dickering with their neighbors. Demand 
for good lumber from eastern dealers never was better, 
and to fill all the orders for this class of stock that are 
presented would be a thing impossible. 

Many of the Cleveland dealers are preparing to attend 
the National Wholesale Lumber Dealers’ Association 
annual meeting to be held at Pittsburg on Wednesday 
and Thursday of next week. They expect to leave Cleve- 
land in a special car via the Erie railroad at 3 o’clock 
p. m. March 5, Those expecting to go are John Diver, 
of the Cleveland Saw Mill & Lumber Company; E. L. 
Fisher, of the Fisher & Wilson Company; C. H. Prescott, 
jr., of the Saginaw Bay Company; Mr. Hayward, of the 
M. G. Browne Lumber Company; Guy Gray, of the Mills- 
Gray-Carleton Company; E. E. Teare, of Potter, Teare & 
Co.; F. W. Bell, of F. R. Gilchrist & Co., and Paul Gill, 
of the C. H. Gill Lumber Company. They have apart- 
ments engaged at the Hotel Schenley and are anticipating 
not only a profitable but pleasant trip. 

C. H. Prescott, sr., of the Saginaw Bay Company, and 
wife left on Tuesday of this week for a several weeks’ 
trip through the south and great northwest. 

Eugene Carleton, of the Mills-Gray-Carleton Company, 
returned from his southern trip on Tuesday of this week. 








He is looking hale and hearty and as brown as a berry. 
He has thrilling yarns to spin of alligator experiences 
and his fish stories are simply out of sight—and so are 
his fish. 

A letter received from F. R. Gilchrist, of F. R. Gil- 
christ & Co., written at Bermuda, says: “We are basking 
in the southern summer’s sun, gorging ourselves on trop- 
ical fruits, vegetables ete. We hope to return to Cleve- 
land some time about April 1, weighing large pounds 
more than when we left.” 





QUEEN CITY TRADE FEATURES. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, March 5.—Chief Deputy Inspector 
C. E. Morris, of this district, was out of the city sev- 
eral days this week inspecting a big lot of lumber for 
a local firm. Although the utilizing of the national 
inspection system hereabouts has not been without a 
bit of friction here and there, it is beginning to be 
confidently believed by nearly all friends of the system 
that the wisdom of its adoption and of practical sup- 
port will soon be apparent to all connected in any way 
with the trade. 

Walter Quick, with M. B. Farrin, said today: 

January was a very lively month with us and February 
was very good also. It is likely that orders have been kept 
back and business retarded by the recent cold weather. In- 
quiries are frequent and pressing enough as well as orders to 
make certain a fine showing for March, I believe. 

Dry stocks of poplar are short, according to my ob- 
servations, especially as to the better grades. Should tides 
still hold off, that, together with present conditions, would 
seem to indicate a sharp advance at no distant date. 

The next meeting and dinner of the Lumbermen’s 
Club will be at the Burnet house next Tuesday evening, 
March 12. All members unite in most cordially and 
urgently inviting their friends of the trade from out of 
town to arrange to be the guests of the club on that 
occasion. 

One hundred and fifty union coopers are on strike at 
the plant of the Hauser, Brenner & Fath Company for 
the union scale of wages. - 

The Queen City Supply Company, as announced some 
time ago in the LUMBERMAN with its plan, has taken 
possession of the entire mammoth structure a part of 
which it has so long occupied. Its newly arranged, 
handsomely decreed and equipped offices are now 
fully completed and occupied, and the remodeling of 
the rest of the building is almost finished. The estab- 
lishment is now up to date strictly in every detail of 
its equipment as it always has been in enterprise and 
business methods. 

F, M. Possell, of Gage & Possell, spent several days 
of this week in Chicago. L. H. Gage was busy with the 
growing office work of the firm. Business was reported 
fairly good. 

At B. A. Kipp & Co.’s the report was that business 
was dull. Howard Dickerson, with this firm, is on the 
road and has been nearly ever since he became con- 
nected with the establishment. 

H. P. Wiborg has been appointed by the manufac- 
turers’ club as a member of a committee to liquidate 
the saengerfest debt. It was to liquidate this debt that 
the so celebrated Jeffries-Ruhlin boxing match was pro- 
posed. 

O. H. L. Wernicke, of the Globe-Wernicke Company, 
has written the recently organized industrial bureau 
that he will subscribe $500 to each of ten enterprises 
that may be induced to locate in Cincinnati by the 
bureau and having the bureau indorsement. This fol- 
lowed the proposal of Capt. George N. Stone, manager 
of the telephone company, to be one of twenty persons 
to furnish $10,000 each to be invested in concerns 
recommended by the bureau that are willing to remove 
to this city. 

Ben Dulweber, of John Dulweber & Co., is still put- 
ting in considerable time on the road. 

Mr. Robbins, of Maley, Thompson & Moffett, has had 
an extra weight of care and responsibility on his 
shoulders during the illness of Mr. Moffett, but has, 
of course, proven equal and more than equal for any 
emergency. Mr. Moffett’s very many friends will be 
glad to hear of his continued improvement in health. 

J. Watt Graham, of the Graham Lumber Company, 
reports business for the past few days as falling off 
from the several previous weeks. He can see nothing 
but symptoms of a speedy betterment of conditions, 
however, he says. 

Will Borcherding is adding to his fine record by his 
conduct of the office affairs for Bennett & Witte during 
Mr. Bennett’s absence. Bennett & Witte had a remark- 
ably good month in the one just past, and March is 
reported very promising. 

M. B. Farrin is in Pittsburg at the wholesalers’ 
meeting. 

W. B. Hay is as usual putting in telling licks in the 
way of expediting business out at M. B. Farrin‘s big 
establishment. 

The F. Galle Company is the successor to Rodman & 
Raymond at Richmond street and McLean avenue. 





TRADE IN TOLEDO. 


ToLepo, Onto, March 4.—As far as we can gather, 
trade for February, notwithstanding the cold weather, 
was good and fully up to average output for the season. 
March comes in with warmer weather and brings in- 
creased activity. All report good trade and many have 
quite a little sold ahead for March delivery. 

The market is fairly strong, most lines bringing 
freely full list. Hemlock is showing increased strength, 
the interior mills asking an advance of 50 cents. White 
pine is firm at list. Local trade is active; a number of 
contracts were placed the past month and many are on 
the market for figures. The general outlook is bright 
for both jobbing and local trade. 
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IN THE SOUTH COUNTRY. 





Reaction from Two [lonths’ Great Yellow Pine Demand—A Boom After Assurance of the 
Worlds’ Fair at St. Louis—Southern Pine Prices Equalized with Current Lists— 
Important Reorganization of Mississippi Interests—Charleston’s Exposition. 





AMONG SOUTHWESTERN MILLS AND DEALERS. 

The situation in the southwest among the yellow pine 
mills and dealers continues active. Demand, however, 
particularly in the longleaf region, shows some evidence 
of slackening, and a number of mills in the Lake Charles, 
Beaumont and Houston districts report that the number 
of cars being shipped daily on old orders exceed the 
number of new orders coming in by a considerable volume. 
Nobody expected that the fierce scramble for lumber dur- 
ing January and February would continue indefinitely 
and the present slackening is generally regarded as the 
precursor of a much lighter trade during the spring and 
summer. Neither is it entirely unwelcome, for the mills 
have been put to a severe strain for the past three months 
and a cessation will enable them to get stocks in better 
shape for any demands for the fall trade, which is expected 
to be as large as last year’s. 

The price situation continues to be wholly at seller’s 
option. No concessions have been made, nor are any 
liable to be, as the mills have orders booked already suffi- 
cient to run them for six weeks or two months. Indeed, 
many mills have arbitrarily advanced prices for the pur- 
pose of “horning off” orders, and quotations have shown 
an advancing tendency throughout the entire southwest. 

In the shortleaf district also many operators advise that 
demand is beginning to ease off, although some are loth to 
admit it. It is not generally believed that trade will con- 
tinue as heavy as during the past ninety days. There is 
really no reason why it should, as the record for that 
period is unprecedented. Most of the mill men would far 
prefer a steady and moderate demand, where orders could 
at least be partially filled from stocks, instead of sawing 
against every order booked, and a diminution of orders 
would not be unsatisfactory under existing circumstances. 
The manufacturer has been at his wits’ end to ship, and 
the conservative element realize that the demand has been 
abnormal and must naturally settle itself to a more 
moderate basis for the remainder of the year, or at least 
until this season’s crops shall be assured. The car situa- 
tion is now entirely satisfactory and no complaints are 
recorded, 

Shortleaf values, like the longleaf, are high and stiff. 
There may be some slight reactionary movement between 
now and midsummer, but generally speaking prices will 
not go much lower, barring a panic. The advances have 
been more conservative this year than at any other time 
in the history of yellow pine, and the few operators who 
are always for abnormally high values have maintained a 
gratifying reserve and evinced no disposition to get prices 
to a point where an inevitable smash would come. Every 
mill man has been bullish, it is true, but the rampant bull 
element which ordinarily has shown itself on every past 
advancing market has been quiet this season and values 
are therefore far better balanced. 

The above is a reflection of the situation from south 
Missouri to the gulf district. 

A well known manufacturer of shortleaf pine said last 
week: 

This is undoubtedly the mill man’s inning, but we mustn’t 
lose our heads over such heavy trade. A heavy demand such 
as we have experienced always has its rebound, and I seri- 
ously doubt if this tremendous volume of business will last. 
We may have to send our traveling salesmen out within 
sixty days. The trouble with us yellow pine operators is that 
we are too apt to think we've got the world by the tail and 
a down-hill pull every time demand gets heavy, only to learn 
in a few months that it was really top-heavy and was sim- 
ply a temporary scramble. 

If we study the question a little more closely we must 
reach the conclusion that a large part of the demand comes 
from the farmer. He is really the consuming element. His 
cash from last season’s crops can’t last forever, and when it 
is spent (much of it undoubtedly is at the present time), he 
must give his attention to his next crop. What this crop will 
be is quite problematical. If good, he will doubtless be as 
fierce a consumer of lumber as ever. If bad, he won’t buy a 
stick. The farmer is prodigal when his pocket bulges with 
the coin of the realm. He wants to buy a new dress for the 
old woman, school books for the children, a grand piano for 
the eldest daughter, and a gallon jug of chill cure for him- 
self. He wants to put on a red necktie and go to the circus, 
buy liver pills from the street fakir and cut a wide swath for 
a while. Then he gets serious, invests in mules and plows, 
and last of all thinks that his barn and house and fences 
need repairs. Lumber is the first thing he needs, but the 
last thing he buys. He is only human. Like a purchasing 
directory of a railroad corporation, the farmer adds to his 
working equipment only when he is flush and doesn’t need 
the money for other purposes. It is after he has declared 
his dividend and spent it that he begins to think of improv- 
ing his equipment and buys lumber. I believe that his de- 
mand is nearly over for this season and that the retail yards 
will slacken up in orders, unless they are buying in a specu- 
lative way for next fall. We mustn't get too gay because we 
have had a big business so far this year. We had best pray 
for another big crop than to think we have the world 
grabbed. 

This opinion was from an Arkansas shortleaf operator 
who usually follows the market and never attempts to 
lead it, and who has been highly successful in marketing 
his output direct from the mill. 

In the longleaf district a Houston (Tex.) mill man said: 

Demand is falling off. Our order books show fewer cars 
being booked than we are shipping out in old orders, which 
was not the case a fortnight ago. We are not expecting any 
slump in consumption, but we are not looking for ‘any con- 
tinuance of the past three months’ demand. It has been too 
strong to last. If we do as large a business as we did in 
1900 we will be well satisfied. We haven’t been at all 
excited over this big trade. for it was quite a natural 
sequence to Texas’ crop of 3,000,000 bales of cotton. ‘You 
know what that means? Of course you do, for you have 
been a Texan yourself. But for the information of the pub- 


lic just say that it means $150,000,000 dumped into Texas 
since the cotton crop was made last season, $75,000,000 of 
which was net profit. No wonder the Texas farmers bought 
lumber. ‘They bought it as long as their money lasted. They 
will buy it again next fall, if cotton remains at 9 or 10 cents. 
The retail yards have done a splendid business. So have the 
mill men and wholesalers. But buying will be more con- 
servative now. Some of the yards may stock up, anticipat- 
ing another big year, but my opinion is that trade will set- 
tle down to a steadier basis and that 1901 will be a repeti- 
tion of last year. It will be far better to have such a con- 
dition than the existing scramble for lumber, and we are 
trimming our sails to catch the conservative breeze. 

Now, these opinions are given for what they are worth. 
They reflect the views of a large proportion of the mill 
men who can see farther than their morning’s mail. Never 
was yellow pine lumber in a more strongly intrenched 
position than it is today. Never was the prospect better. 
Never was the seller better equipped to establish stable 
values. The experience of the past still stands out like a 
searchlight and the past three months’ wild demand for 
lumber should not deter the stumpage owner from a con- 
servative stand. For as sure as the tide reaches flood, so 
sure will it also reach ebb, and the higher any values ad- 
vance the lower they will go when demand begins to 
recede. . 


THE MIDDLE MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT. 


Sr. Lours, Mo., March 6.—St. Louis will turn out en 
masse tomorrow to welcome home the delegation which 
has worked so faithfully and successfully in the inter- 
ests of the World’s Fair, and it will be as happy a day 
as was Monday, when word reached us of the final suc- 
cess of the efforts.to secure government aid despite the 
many obstacles which developed. The whole city wears 
a pleased expression after the two weeks of anxiety 
such as the past fortnight has been. Too much cannot 
be said of the importance to St. Louis of this enter- 
prise. Investors of all kinds had come to base their 
plans upon the success of the efforts to raise the funds 
necessary to hold the fair and the amount of figuring 
held in abeyance was enormous. Defeat would have been 
a blow from which it would have taken this whole year 
to recover; as it is, there is more sudden activity in 
real estate and building than the city ever before has 
known. With the ending up of last year the city had 
reached a point where an overbuilt condition no longer 
prevailed. Residence property was hard to secure and 
the rent lists of the agents were never so short. This 
gave promise of a brisk year among the builders and 
there has seldom been as great winter activity in the 
building line. Factories, warehouses and store build- 
ings were also needed. A list of the buildings which 
were suddenly decided upon would be a long one. It 
would include two new shoe factories, one of eight and 
one of nine stories; a building on the corner of Eighth 
and Olive streets to serve as a ticket office for the St. 
Louis & San Francisco railroad; an office building on 
Fourth and Olive streets; warehouses for the Anheuser- 
Busch, Union, Columbia and St. Louis breweries; fac- 
tory buildings for the Whittaker-Weber Stamping Com- 
pany and for the Buck Stove & Range Company; a new 
hotel on the present site of the Imperial and Laclede 
hotels; a number of new stores on Broadway, Fourth 
and Olive streets; innumerable apartment houses, resi- 
dences and even hospitals and churches. When the site 
of the fair grounds shall be decided upon there will 
necessarily be a great rush of building in that imme- 
diate locality. The real estate men say their greatest 
expectations are already realized. 

This great amount of building is having its local 
effect on lumber and, as the whole country seems to be 
enjoying a building boom, trading is unprecedented for 
this season of the year. Factory consumption is also 
heavy, but the trading in factory lumber is not yet as 
great as it might be. There is now a steady improve- 
ment, however. 

The daily reports of the various railroads entering the 
city show receipts during the past week to have aggre- 
gated 31,918,000 feet, while shipments amounted to 
18,900,000 feet. This is a larger movement than during 
any preceeding week this year. : 

With the yellow pine people the list of March 5 is the 
base of all figuring, the committee on values of the 
Southern Lumber Manufacturers’ Association having 
held a meeting on that date and made a general advance 
in the list of January 16. This brings the list up to the 
present selling prices and there is no one item calling 
for a higher price than has prevailed for two or three 
weeks. As a matter of fact a number of lists are out 
which are really higher than the new official list. It is 
said that there has been a marked increase in western 
business during the week and that a tremendous amount 
of lumber is now headed in that direction. Eastern busi- 
ness is also increasing, but the improvement has not 
been so rapid as in the west. This improvement is in 
railroad material and timbers as well as in yard stock. 

Thus far the improvement in hardwoods has_ been 
rather slow, but there is now a trend in the right direc- 
tion which is unmistakable. Shipments toward the 
country are fairly satisfactory for the season and con- 
siderable energy is expended in buying new stock to re- 
plenish the yards. At last the river is open, a number 
of shipments of lumber now being between Cairo and this 
market, and receipts: will be nearer what they should be. 

An event in railroad circles during the past week was 








the absorption by the St. Louis & San Francisco railroad 
of the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Memphis and the Kan- 
sas City, Memphis & Birmingham railways. From a 
St. Louis standpoint this is a very important deal. 

It is announced that Harry E. Farrell, who has been 
general freight agent of the Cotton Belt system in Texas, 
has been made freight traffic manager of the St. Louis 
Southwestern, with headquarters in St. Louis. The 
office of general freight agent in St. Louis is abolished 
and R. 8. Davis will succeed Mr. Farrell in Texas, 
Both of these promotions are thoroughly merited and 
will be received with eminent satisfaction in traffic cir- 
cles here and in Texas. J. P. Park, chief clerk of the 
Texas division, will be made assistant general freight 
agent at St. Louis. 

In an appeal from the circuit court to the Missouri 
supreme court the Knapp-Stout & Co. Company, of this 
city, secured damages for $21,500 against the St. Louis, 
Keokuk & Northwestern railway for right of way over 
certain property in St. Louis. 

R. A. Long, of the Long-Bell Lumber Company, Kan- 
sas City, is a visitor today at the offices of the Long- 
Mansfield Lumber Company, of this city. 

Thomas E, Powe, who formerly managed the Memphis 
yard of the Little Lumber Company, has purchased an 
interest in the Plummer-Benedict Lumber Company and 
became identified with that company on the first of the 
month. 

F. G. Wisner, of Eastman, Gardiner & Co., of Laurel, 
Miss.; S. T. Swinford, of the Southwestern Lumber 
Company, of Mobile, Tex., and A. E. Silverthorn, of the 
Summit Lumber Company, of Upland, Ark., were among 
the recent visitors in the city. 





FROM THE CRESCENT CITY. 


New Orveans, La., March 4.—The Mississippi rail- 
road commission is holding an important session this 
week, at which the matter of lumber rates will be dis- 
cussed at length. The meeting has been thoroughly 
prepared for by the railroads, and this afternoon Gen- 
eral Freight Agent W. M. Rhett, of the Illinois Central, 
and Assistant General Freight Agent Grant, of the 
New Orleans & Northeastern, left for Jackson to 
attend the sessions. The matter of lumber rates is 
just now very important in Mississippi, for shipments 
are heavier than they ever have been and are growing 
larger every day. 

It is reported in New Orleans, and the report bears 
all the earmarks of authenticity, that the Mobile, Jack- 
son & Kansas City railroad, which has been com- 
pleted from Mobile to Merrill, fifty miles, is to be 
completed to Hattiesburg, Miss., forty miles beyond 
its present terminus. The work of extending the line 
will be taken up within the month and pushed forward 
to completion as rapidly as may be. The people behind 
the road are said to be Chicago capitalists, who have 
extensive lumber interests in the country which will 
be traversed by the road. 


The cypress shingle mill of Hanson Bros. at Berwyck, 


this state, will be up to date in every particular. The 
contracts for the erection of this mill have only re- 
cently been closed. ‘The outfit will have a daily 
capacity of 250,000. L. B. Menefee & Co., of Houston, 
Tex., have contracted for and will handle the entire 
output. : ; 

The bark Emilia Elvira is in port, loading with 
staves for Portugal. She will sail next week with a full 
cargo. 

a Quintin Hogg, president of the United Railway 
& Trading Company, Limited, has completed all ar- 
rangements and ordered the machinery for the $200,000 
paper mill he will construct adjacent to the Kenil- 
worth sugar refinery, below the city. Work will be 
commenced at once. The chief feature of interest 
about this mill is that it is designed to manufacture 
paper from bagasse. If it shall be a success there will 
not be as much interest in wood pulp as there is at 
present. : 

William Baptist, of Madisonville, La., has invented 
and put im operation a pine skidder and loader. Mr. 
Baptist says that the skidder seems to be interesting @ 
great many lumbermen and that one has already been 
put up and has proven a success. It is now working 
for W. T. Jay. There is another at Logtown. 

The news comes from Pass Christian, Miss., that 
Capt. Adolph Poitevent has sold out his Wolf river 
plant to Smith, Sons & Co. A few weeks ago Capt. 
Poitevent sold his Bayou Portage plant to Dubuisson 
Bros., and the sale of the Wolf river holdings to 
Smith, Sons & Co. practically disposes of his interests 
in lumber. With the last named plant went the tugs 
Ida and Rosa, together with all his timber lands on 
the river. , It is understood that Capt. Poitevent will 
remain with the firm which bought cut the last named 
interests for a while in the capacity of manager. 

Recently the Fevre interests in the Poitevent & Fevre 
Lumber Company were bought out by the Poitevent 
heirs. A day or so since the new company, which re- 
tains the old firm name, held an election and the fol- 
lowing officers were chosen: Frank B. Hayne, president; 
W. J. Poitevent, vice president and manager; N. ©. 
Pearsall, general superintendent; John Poitevent, secre 
tary; Eads Poitevant, treasurer. President Hayne said 
this afternoon that the new management intend to spend 
considerable money in improving both the Pearl river 
plant and the old Pelican mill in the near future. 

Oswald Wilson, of Houston, special field agent of the 
division of statistics, United States department of agt 
culture, and Charles A, Newning, of the same place, 
arrived in New Orleans yesterday. ‘Today they circl- 
lated among the lumber people in an effort to secure 
the necessary lumber to build a structure in which to 
shelter the rice exhibit which will be shown at the Pam 
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American Exposition, Buffalo. The gentlemen said that 
the building would be designed for the display of the 
rice and lumber resources of Texas and Louisiana. Only 
pine and cypress will be used in the building, which is 
designed to cost about $5,000. 

Vice President and Treasurer Drefus, of the Brook- 
haven Lumber & Manufacturing Company, according to a 
special dispatch, was in Hattiesburg today looking to 
the preliminary arrangements incident to the removal of 
the plant to that place. He said that work would begin 
in Hattiesburg this week. 

H. C. Hollister, of St. Johns, Mich., is at one of the 
local hotels. He is en route to inspect some timber on 
Pearl river. 

The many friends of C. H. Brownell, who has been ill 
at the Tuoro infirmary for two months, will be glad to 
learn he is now thoroughly recovered. 





AMONG THE CALCASIEU MILLS. 


WESTLAKE, LA., March 4.—Business at this point 
continues very satisfactory. While demand has eased 
up from some parts of Texas, it is more than compen- 
sated for by the influx of orders and inquiries from other 

ints. The ruling prices enable Calcasieu mills to ship 
yard stock to the northwest, a territory from which 
they were practically barred for the past few years 
by high freight rates. The clamor from Texas has not 
abated at all points; many yard men have orders filed 
that will require from four to six weeks to fill. There is 
also a disposition to place orders for future delivery, a 
movement that shows that the $15 basis is perhaps not 
the limit. 

This is the season to sell pickets, naturally, for at 
this time of the year the repairing and building of 
fences is in order. The Hodge Fence Company reports 
an unprecedented demand for its excellent fence. From 
other planers nearly every car shipped contains from 
2,000 to 10,000 pickets. Inquiries for carload lots are 
frequent. 

Schedules for saw bills into the millions were sub- 
mitted recently but none as large as that were placed 
with local firms. Railroads and car shops are taking 
all the material they can get. Yard dimension in 3x4, 
4x4, 4x6, 6x6 and up is going forward as fast as the 
mills can saw it. Many orders for special sizes are 
on file. Export shipments were somewhat limited dur- 
ing the past week. The stuff shipped was mostly rough 
clears and German primes. 

The Bradley-Ramsey company will hold its annual 
stockholders’ meeting March 16 at the company’s offi- 
ces, in Lake Charles. 

The J. A. Bel Lumber Company is building new kilns 
at its mill. 

Among those who attended the New Orleans carnival 
were R. Krause, J. A. Bel, John H. Poe, George Law, 
A. G. Wachsen and J. C. Myhand. 

W. H. Managan, of the Perkins & Miller Lumber 
Company, was called to Williamsport, Pa., by the seri- 
ous illness of his mother last Tuesday. A telegram to 
his company states that she died before his arrival, Mr. 
Managan’s many friends sympathize with him in his 
bereavement. 





SOUTHEASTERN TEXAS TRADE. 


Beaumont, Tex., March 1.—If the mills of Beaumont 
had booked every timber specification for which within 
the last two weeks there has been inquiry for prices, 
they would have had sufficient sawing on the books to 
have kept every Beaumont mill busy for four months. 
If every tie inquiry for the past eight days, exclusive of 
timber as above referred to, had resulted in orders, the 
Beaumont mills, which are able to handle each 100,000 
feet daily, would have been kept busy on these alone for 
nearly ten months. There has been enough of kiln dried 
clear and German prime business offered in Beaumont 
Within a week to have kept the mills here busy for four 
months getting it, assuming 30 percent of the mill cut 
would have passed inspection for those grades. 

The condition of affairs with reference to railroad ties 
is really serious. All the large mills are sold out for 
at least three months ahead and a few are sold for this 
entire year. The smaller mills are equipped with tie 
business enabling them to ship cross ties for anywhere 
from thirty days to four months hence. It is doubtful 
if any mill at Orange or Beaumont would guarantee the 
delivery of 100,000 cross ties in three months at $11 a 
thousand feet f. o. b. the mill—and they used to be glad 
to sell them for $8.50. 

Demand for most classes of export stock is good and 
fair prices may be secured. A lot of square timber has 
moved lately and while the figures secured are not so 
good as prevailed during the early part of last year, 
they are yet attractive to some mills—about $9 to $10 
in the rivers, according to the average, or, say, 49 shil- 
lings a load at Liverpool. The steamship Pharasalia 
will clear from Port Arthur for Liverpool next week 
with several thousand feet of this material. It is hard 
for a manufacturer to decide where to sell his bill stock, 
the buyers are so clamorous. Mexico is wanting a heavy 
lot of railroad stock. 

Texas tr 


? ade with the dealers is about normal, though 
slightly be 


: tter than is usually experienced at this season. 
Prices hold up pretty well, too. Dimension commands 
to $14.50, and there is little probability of its going 
“steed than this. Some of the larger mills are holding 
or $15, but it is doubtful if there is a sufficient volume 
of trade to maintain this. The principal trouble in filling 
orders is that there is not enough stock on hand to go 
round. On boards the stock is practically nil, except in 
ge and the freight is too heavy on this for most of 
; e dealers, though some are paying the additional 
teight and are apparently glad to get boxing even 


green; 2x4 18 and 20 is yet very short, as is also 1x8 
shiplap. Star flooring and ceiling in 4-inch widths is 
also difficult to ship, though there is some improvement 
in these two items compared to what has existed. 

One may sit at his desk and book business from 
Nebraska and Kansas with ease and at fairly good 
prices, too. Of course, most of the orders from that 
territory are for dimension, as better prices for the left 
hand side may be obtained in Texas, as a general rule. 

William Wilms, of Mexico, who has represented vari- 
ous mills in that country for the past three years, has 
been appointed purchasing agent in Beaumont for S. 
Pearson & Sons, Limited, of London, England, who are 
engaged in extensive harbor improvement works for the 
Mexican government. 

W. H. Norris, of Houston, Vicegerent Snark for Texas, 
will hold a concatenation at Beaumont March 9. There 
will be several present to be initiated, in addition to 
which there promises to be an unusually large honorary 
list, as several of the big oil operators have expressed a 
desire to become identified with the order. ~ 

Ferdinand Durselen, of Antwerp, Holland, paid the 
mills a visit during the past week. Mr. Durselen had 
several very desirable orders to place for deals, primes 
and kiln dried. 


NORTHERN ALABAMA NEWS. 


HUNTSVILLE, ALA., March 6.—It is stated that the 
Lewis Lumber Company, which recently lost a $12,000 
plant here by fire, may rebuild at Decatur, Ala., instead 
of at this place. Mr. Lewis has leased a tract of land 
at Decatur and several things point to the erection of 
the plant there. 

Prices continue good here and there is an improve- 
ment in the demand for stock. Mills in this section 
are running on full time and some new ones are spring- 
ing into existence. 

The Bellamy Planing Mill & Lumber Company has 
established a branch yard and office at Sheffield, Ala., 
to meet the growing demands on its Florence office. 

W. T. Mulligan, secretary of the Decatur Land Com- 
pany, has just closed a deal with New York parties to 
erect a large saw mill on the river front at Decatur. 

W. H. Payne will look after the interests of the J. 
M. Card Lumber Company at Scottsboro, Ala. The 
firm operates extensively in north Alabama and at Chat- 
tanooga. The president of the company was formerly 
president of the American Hardwood Company, of Chat- 
tanooga and Nashville, Tenn. The officers of the Card 
company, recently elected, are: J. M. Card, president; 
S. H. Card, vice president; Fred Arm, secretary and 
treasurer. §. W. Divine, of Chattanooga, and W. H. 
Payne, of Scottsboro, have been added to the board of 
directors. 

The Davidson-Benedict company, of Nashville, Tenn., 
has acquired within the last day or two about 6,000,000 
feet of fine poplar and the same amount of other woods. 
The location of the tract has not been announced, 
though the contract has been closed, a large band saw 
mill will be erected and something between $75,000 and 
$100,000 will pass in the deal. 
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EAST TENNESSEE NOTES. 


BristoL, TENN., March 6.—A Philadelphia party of 
capitalists, headed by McCormick & Co., have closed a 
$100,000 deal for about 9,000 acres of timber lands in 
Blount county, east Tennessee, about thirty miles from 
Knoxville, in the Smoky mountains. It is: reported that 
other deals by the same company are on. 

Ohio firms which operate in the stave line are said to 
have closed deals for several thousand acres of timber 
land just north of Manchester, Tenn., and will erect stave 
and heading factories to cost about $6,000. The same 
interests have purchased the mill and property of J. W. 
McGooney, at Maxim, Tenn. The mills will employ 
about eighty men. 

J. L. Butler is clearing a site for a new saw mill ten 
miles southwest of Huntingdon, Tenn., in the midst of a 
fine tract of oak timber on Blount creek. 

It is believed that the Crandallton company, which 
owns large woodland tracts in north Georgia, about 
Dalton and south of Chattanooga, will build its factory 
at the latter place. The railroad at that place, it is 
said, is about to offer inducements in the way of exten- 
sion of lines to allow the bringing in of raw materials. 








MATTERS AT MOBILE. 


MosiLE, ALA., March 4.—In the vicinity of the Bay 
City Lumber Company and the Baird Lumber Company 
vessels are now taking on cargo for Europe, South 
America, Cuba and Mexico, and the same busy scenes are 
shown all along the river front down to the wharves of 
the Sullivan Timber Company. There are in port ten 
steamships, four ships, ten barks and seven schooners. 

Reports from the “other side’ are somewhat conflict- 
ing, and, in some cases indicate that prices are going 
down each day, and yet $19.50 has been paid for prime 
lumber within the past week, and more than one mill 
has refused to sell at less than $20. Heart face 4’s and 
6’s bring $16 readily. 

There are several foreign buyers in the city. One of 
these came in his own ship, and he is now loading her 
with a cargo of sawn timber. Another well known 
buyer is Hugo Forchheimer, of Germany, who is looking 
up prime and has several cargoes ready for shipment 
to Europe. 

Mobile seems destined to obtain some unwelcome no- 
toriety in shipping circles abroad. Hitherto, while its 
advantages as a port may have been a disputed ques- 
tion among the ship owners on the other side, it had 
not attained fame as being “risky.” But the practice 
of throwing up vessels, which has been done several 


times recently by unreliable parties, has at last ecul- 
minated in a suit brought against Georg & Co. by Henry 
Haig et al, who have filed a libel suit for $40,000 in the 
United States district court for throwing up the charter 
of the steamship Coralie. The question at issue is one 
of the canceling date. It is claimed that the charter 
party states that the date in question distinctly applies 
to the foreign port, and the plaintiffs claim that the 
vessel left the foreign port several days in advance of 
the canceling date. 

Exports for the past week were as follows: Mobile, 
2,934,435 feet of lumber, timber and cross ties; Pasca- 
goula, Miss., 3,806,000 feet of lumber; Ship Island, 
Miss., 2,239,000 feet of lumber and timber; Charleston, 
S. C., 611,264 feet of lumber; Sabine Pass, Tex., 933,841 
feet of lumber and timber; Pensacola, Fla., 2,135,606 
feet of lumber and timber; Savannah, Ga., 3,991,074 
feet of lumber and timber. The aggregate is 16,651,220 
feet, against 28,055,394 feet last week. 

The Crescent Lumber Company, Jackson, Miss., a 
concern capitalized at $100,000, has decided to double 
its present capacity. 

The Pine Hill Lumber Company, Pine Hill, Ala., will 
build a logging road of five miles. 

’ The Andrews Lumber Company, Coden, Ala., is build- 
ing a miil of 20,000 capacity. 

The Sullivan-Alger Lumber Company, Flomaton, Ala., 
has purchased a complete outfit of planing mill machin- 
ery from the 8. A. Wood Machinery Company, Boston, 
Mass. 

The Bay City Lumber Company will rebuild its plan- 
ing mill recently destroyed by fire. 

A shipment of fine timber was made from the mills 
of the Rich Lumber Company last week from Hatties- 
burg, Miss., for use in government work at Vicksburg, 
Miss. The timbers were all 68 feet long and 18 inches 
square, dressed on four sides. 

The new schooner of the L. N. Dantzler Lumber Com- 
pany, of Moss Point, will be named in honor of Mrs. 
A. F. Dantzler, “Susie Bell Dantzler.” This concern 
does perhaps a larger Mexican business than any other 
one conéern on the gulf coast. 





INTERSTATE AND WEST INDIAN EXPOSITION. 


Less attention than its importance deserves has been 
paid to the South Carolina Interstate & West Indian 
Exposition which is to be held at Charleston, 8. C., dur- 
ing the six months beginning December 1, 1901. This is 
not designed to be a great exposition of worldwide im- 
portance, but is to be, if the adopted plans are carried 
out, an extremely interesting enterprise and one which 
will be of great importance to the territory it repre- 
sents. It fills in part of the time between the Pan- 
American Exposition at Buffalo, next summer, and the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St. Louis in 1903. It 
will not attempt to compete with either of them in mag- 
nitude or perhaps in the scope of interests covered, but 
it will aspire to a place of its own and to accomplish a 
particular and especial purpose. 

The project was given the approval of the state by the 
the general assembly of South Carolina in January, 
1900. The state made an appropriation, the city council 
of Charleston duplicated it, and it is stated that the 
total resources of the exposition on hand and in sight 
amount to about $1,400,000. Charleston is particularly 
pleased to be the site of this exposition because it aspires 
to be the leader in commerce with the West Indies. It 
has the finest natural harbor in the south, with thirty 
feet of water over the bar at low tide and twenty-seven 
to twenty-eight feet of water alongside the city docks. 
It. is a railroad terminus of importance and is one of 
the natural outlets for a manufacturing region that is 
growing with wonderful rapidity—woodworking, cotton, 
iron ete. 

The site chosen for the exposition is a tract of about 
160 acres on the eastern bank of the Ashley river about 
two and a half miles from the business center of 
Charleston and within the city limits. Part of the tract 
has magnificent live oaks and in other respects the site is 
considered ideal. On this site will be erected a series of 
beautiful buildings, appropriately of Spanish -architec- 
ture, thus making a decided contrast to the classic style 
of most other American expositions. . 

Of the commercial features of the exposition cotton 
will be the most prominent. This is natural, because 
cotton is the great product of the south as well as of 
South Carolina, and cotton manufacturing is growing so 
rapidly and the people of the south take so much pride 
in this new development that the building devoted to 
cotton might as well be as it will be, the most important 
one on the grounds. But lumber is given a large build- 
ing in connection with mining. It is probable, however, 
that the forestry interests will largely monopolize this 
structure. It is proposed to make the forestry exhibit 
typical of the resources of the south, and not only so 
but that it will go into closer detail than most such 
exhibits—that is, that it will be educational and give 
definite information as well as be merely a show. 

Charleston, therefore, should be an attractive point to 
lumbermen as well as to general tourists next winter. It 
is a fine old city, the exposition in itself will be an 
attraction and so it should be made a winter resort by 
many thousands of northern people. ; 

It might be well to suggest that in connection with the 
forestry exhibit might be established a working lumber 
plant. The log supply is ample and a saw mill, dry 
kilns and planing mill could be erected and operated at 
regular hours at a profit that would probably reimburse 
the exhibitor for what would be a somewhat heavy out- 
lay. If the exposition managers wish an attraction that 
will draw enormously, let them put up a first class, up 
to date saw mill, even though it be a small one, so built 
that visitors can get all around it and see the entire 
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operation without interfering with the work. If this 
idea were properly managed it probably would pay for 
itself and be a more complete and attractive feature of 
the sort than ever before has been seen at an exposition. 

Col. F. W. Wagener, of Charleston, is president of the 
exposition, W. H. Welch is vice president and John H. 
Averill, director general. There is a full board of direct- 
ors and other officials, heads of departments etc., and 
three special commissioners have been put in the field to 
interest the public in the exposition. They are G. H. 
Aubrey, J. F. Knapp and H. G. Linderman. Mr. Lin- 
derman has been in Chicago for the past two weeks in 
the interest of the exposition. He recognizes that manu- 
facturers and merchants of Chicago are making a strong 
bid for business in the southeastern part of the country 
and has been urging that the city should be represented 
by a special building and a large display of its products. 


THE SABINE LUMBER COMPANY. 


The H. J. Allen Lumber Company, of Zwolle, La., 
which operated a saw mill at that point for many 
years and whose product was sold by the Frost-Trigg 
Lumber Company, of St. Louis, Mo., recently sold its 
mill plant and timber lands to the Sabine Lumber Com- 
pany, which concern is now operating this well known 
yellow pine property. The new company consists of 
J. W. Ferguson, president; Randall Moore, secretary 
and treasurer; N. P. Sanderson and J. P. Towery. Mr. 
Ferguson is the son of W. T. Ferguson, the large yellow 
pine operator of St. Louis; Mr. Moore is the son-in-law 
of E. W. Frost, of Texarkana, one of the largest manu- 
facturers of yellow pine in the southwest; Mr. Sander- 
son is a well known business man of Texarkana, and Mr. 
Towery was for some time with the Frost-Trigg Lumber 
Company, of St. Louis. The consideration was $170,000, 
the purchase including about 15,000 acres of splendid 
timber lands. The timber was purchased from Allen 
Bros. & Wadley, of Allentown, La,, and the mill prop- 
erty from the H. J. Allen Lumber Company. The new 
company is composed of young men, energetic and 
resourceful. It has ample capital and will ¢e heard 
from in yellow pine circles. Among other improvements 
already decided upon is a new saw mill plant. 








WHITED & WHELESS, LIMITED. 

After several years of manufacturing yellow pine 
lumber on contract, Whited & Wheless, Limited, of 
Alden’s Bridge, La., have resumed selling their output 
direct to the trade. This mill is one of the representa- 
tive yellow pine plants in the southwest and its reputa- 
tion for carefully manufacturing stock has always been 
high. Its specialty has been high grade finish and 
dimension. The company’s plant is located on the Cot- 
ton Belt railroad near Shreveport, La., and its trade 
has been both east and west of the Mississippi river. 
When selling direct some years ago this company en- 
joyed a large trade in the Missouri-Kansas district. 
Among other improvements it has decided upon a new 
saw mill which will be built at once. The timber supply 
is ample for ten or fifteen years, and the company is one 
of the most progressive in the southwest. <A circular 
has already been sent to the general trade announcing 
the resumption of selling direct. 





BANKER-LUMBERMEN OF TEXARKANA, ARK. 

G. W. Fouke, one of the best known yellow pine 
manufacturers in the Texarkana district, and one of the 
pioneers, a man highly esteemed in his community, is 
going into the banking business in that city. He has 
sold his railroad—the Texarkana, Shreveport & Natchez 
—to the Texas & Pacific system and will soon retire 
as receiver of the Mammoth Pine Lumber Company, 
of Neal Springs, Ark. He will remain president of the 
Big Pine Lumber Company, of Boggy, Ark., however, 
and other saw mills in which he is interested until 
they complete their cut and go out of commission sev- 
eral years hence. But his chief energies will be applied 
to the presidency of the new bank at Texarkana, where 
he has a host of friends. Mr. Fouke is the second 
lumberman of Texarkana to go actively into the bank- 
ing business there, the other being E. F. Frost, of the 
Red River Lumber Company, and the Lufkin Land & 
Lumber Company, who is already president of the Texar- 
kana State bank. 
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VENTILATION AND HEATING. 

The particular features of the combined system of 
ventilation and heating in which a fan is employed to 
distribute the heated air are thus summarized in a 
recent lecture by Walter B. Snow, of the engineering 
staff of the B. F. Sturtevant Company, Boston, Mass.: 


The entire heating surface is centrally located, inclosed in 
a fire proof casing and eng under the control of a single 
individual, thereby avoiding the possibility of damage by 
leakage or freezing incident to a scattered system of steam 
piping and radiators. The heater itself is adapted for the 
use of either live or exhaust steam, and provision is made 
for utilizing the exhaust of the fan engine, thereby reduc- 
ing the cost of operation to practically nothing. At all 
times ample and positive ventilation may be provided, with 
air tempered to the desired degree. Absolute control may 
be had over the quality and quantity of air supplied. It 
may be filtered and cleansed, heated or cooled, dried or 
moistened at will. By means of the hot and cold system the 
temperature of the air admitted to any given apartment 
may be instantly and radically changed without the employ- 
ment of supplementary heating surface. 

The pressure created within the building is sufficient to 
cause all leakage to be outward, preventing cold inward 
drafts and avoiding the possibility of drawing air from 
any polluting source within the building itself. By return- 
ing the air, using live steam in the heater and operating 
the fan at maximum speed, a building og! be heated up 
with great ye got as is usually desirable in the morning. 

The area of heating surface is only one-third to one-fift 
that required with direct radiation, while the primary cost 
and operating expense of a fan are far less than those of 
any other device for moving the same amount of air. 


Doors and Mill Work. 


The opening week of the windy month has well sus- 
tained the promise made with regard to an increased vol- 
ume of business by the closing half of February. For both 
special and regular work inquiries have continued heavy, 
estimates numerous, orders plentiful and shipments as 
prompt as the capacities of the various plants permitted. 
This is no idle tale of a mythical prosperity in doors and 
mill work, buttis an actual statement of conditions as 
they are found. Seldom at this season of the year has 
the volume of trade been heavier or the outlook brighter 
than at this period. There may be some who attempt to 
decry or discourage the character of the existing demand, 
but they will find it useless to kick against the pricks. 
The demand is here and the only problem in the minds 


of sash and door jobbers is how best to care for it. 
- * * 





It is conceded that natural causes operate to a consider- 
able extent in the creation of the splendid excellent vol- 
ume of mill work business, but it can hardly be denied 
that the prospect of a further advance in prices is not 
without some influence in the stimulation of buying. The 
building outlook in every niche and corner of the country 
seems to be exceptionally good. Especially is this the 
case in Chicago, where much building has been held in 
ébeyance during the past year owing to the building 
strikes. In all rural localities there is an unusual amount 
of building going forward for the season and much more 
is in prospect than is customary. ‘There is, in short, a 
healthful tone to the building operations of the entire 
country, assuring the consumption of a large amount of 
lumber and mill work throughout the season. 

* * “w 


Reports from retail points furnished by traveling sales- 
men and others are in most cases extremely favorable. 
There is only one thing that could mar the beautiful pros- 
pect that is presented, and that would be an inordinate 
advance in the prices of building material. Thus far this 
has not been sufficient to menace the actual starting of 
operations and it is not to be expected that any such con- 
tingency will develop. However, in some lines there is a 
disposition to crowd values above a normal profit, and 
that this will react upon the holders of such stocks as 
are involved will hardly admit of dispute. The experi- 
ence of the past few years has shown that it will not do to 
put prices beyond a conservative basis. The manufactur- 
ers of doors and mill work, it may fittingly be said, are 
endeavoring to adjust their prices in the most equitable 
manner. In doing this, however, they are meeting with 
obstacles in one or two directions for which they are 
really in no wise responsible. 

* a * 

Attention has heretofore been called in this column to 
the inordinate advances that have been made by the 
American Window Glass Company and its ally, the Inde- 
pendent Glass Company, in the prices of window glass. A 
little over a month ago an advance was made in window 
glass of about 30 percent, but not being satisfied with 
this advance, apparently, another has been announced 
within the last week of fully 25 percent. Coupled with 
this last announcement is the further notification that 
these prices will exist only during March and April and 
that in May a further advance will be put into effect. 
Naturally enough the trade is astounded at this latest 
evidence of the rapacity of the glass combination. It does 
not follow, however, that anything can be done to offset it 
and buyers are apparently compelled to take their medi- 
cine. It is safe to say, however, that few will buy more 
stock than is necessary for their current needs and will 
take the chances of the market hereafter. 

* * * 


About the only justification for this advance in window 
glass is the strike among the Belgian glass workers. This 
strike has been on for several months and is now appar- 
ently as strong as when first inaugurated. The Belgian 
strikers are being supported by a weekly contribution of 
$1,500 from the American glass workers’ unions. Sash 
and door men in this country have for some time been 
endeavoring to purchase foreign glass, but on account of 
the low stocks abroad and the extensive demand there 
for home consumption have not been able even to secure 
quotations. The prospect is that not only will there be 
no foreign glass on this market for some time, but that the 
foreign jobbers will eventually be compelled to buy Ameri- 
can glass, a condition of things unprecedented in the his- 
tory of the industry. That this is a strongly bullish fea- 
ture in the glass situation is admitted, but that it should 
justify two advances of respectively 30 and 25 percent and 
another on top of that within three months can hardly be 
contended by anybody. 

* * 

New York city manufacturers and dealers are elated 
over the manner in which the market keeps up its firm 
tone and at the steady call for manufactured goods. 
On every side there is evidence that quite a little building 
will be done this spring and orders ahead prove that 
the man who supplies the doors will lose nothing by 
continuing to stick to list figures. The class of buyers 
in the New York real estate market of late is the small 


investor class, which goes to prove that dwelling houses, 


are to be erected and that the speculative builder with 
his mechanic’s liens and other possibly loaded imple- 
ments of warfare may not be so largely in evidence. In 
other words, the door man of the metropolis stands a 
fair chance of getting pay for his stock. 

* * * 


There is no material change in the sash and door sit- 
uation at Buffalo, N. Y., the various mills running about 





as usual. It is not very encouraging to hear from more 
than one source further east that the effort to secure 
better prices is not succeeding as well as it should, 
One informant states that the improvement is of smal] 
account, and he says this with an eastern woodworking 
factory on his hands, It is a move, though, that ought 
not to be given up and if the first effort is not success. 
ful there will no doubt be another made. If it is true 
as stated that in one year not so very long ago half of 
the concerns of this sort in New York state went into 
bankruptcy it is high time that some determined move 
shall be made to save the trade from the same fate a 
second time. A better record always is made by the 
finishing department of the mills than by the doors, 
though some Buffalo concerns are turning out a pretty 
line of doors and do not appear to be selling them at 
prices that are too low. In boxes the demand is stil] 
light, but the season for activity is near and there is 
no doubt of a good demand. 


Obituary. 


Ervin Perley Hinds. 


Ervin Perley Hinds, of the Chicago cedar firm of FE. 
P. Hinds & Son, died of pneumonia and other compli- 
cations, at his home in Hinsdale, on the evening of March 
4. Mr. Hinds was born in Cheshire county, New Hamp- 
shire, March 10, 1831, and came to Hinsdale in 1868, 
where he has since lived and has always been prominently 
identified with the growth and development of the town. 
Mr. Hinds’ connection with the lumber business of this 
city dates back to the time of the Chicago fire, imme- 
diately after which he went into partnership with Mr, 
Goodenough, operating as Goodenough & Hines, dealing 
principally in cedar, hemlock and railroad stock and con- 
tinuing until 1893, when the former sold out and went 
to California. He then associated himself with W. D. 
Hitchcock, formerly of Hitchcock & Foster, the concern 
being known as Hitchcock & Hinds. In 1894, this con- 
nection dissolving, Mr. Hinds took his son Charles into 
partnership and afterward operated as E. P. Hinds & Son, 
though the junior partner died about one year ago. 

Mr. Hinds was respected and honored by all who knew 
him for the sterling honesty and integrity which gov- 
erned his actions. He leaves a widow and three children, 
Minnie Louise, wife of George Baker Robbins, with Ar- 
mour & Co.; Ervin Perley, jr., and Lilian Cutler. 











Mrs. Martha Test Irwin. 

Mrs. Martha Test Irwin, mother of Edward T. Sum- 
walt, wholesale lumber dealer, of Indianapolis, Ind., 
and aunt of General Lew Wallace and Benjamin Har- 
rison, died at her home, 1419 North Alabama street, in 
that city on February 25. Mrs. Irwin was a daughter 
of Judge John Test and sister of Judge Charles: Test 
and was born in 1816, at Brookville. At Mobile, Ala., 
she met and married James M. Sumwalt, who died after 
five years, leaving one son, and then the widow came 
north and afterward married Archibald Irwin, jr. Gov- 
ernor Corwin, of Ohio, once complimented Mrs. Irwin 
by declaring her to be the finest woman conversation- 
alist he had ever known. She possessed some literary 
talent and for a number of years was a contributor 
to several magazines. 





Orson B. Gibson. 

At Grand Rapids, Mich., on Friday of last week, there 
came to the end a busy and useful career in the death of 
Orson B. Gibson, at the age of 75 years. Mr. Gibson was 
the father of H. H. Gibson, of the LuMBERMAN staff. Mr. 
Gibson was a pioneer lumberman in the early days of 
Jumber operations in the “John Brown tract” in northern 
New York; he was a soldier in the civil war, and emi- 
grated to Michigan in 1866. He was a pioneer of Grand 
Rapids and during his residence there was a well known 
contractor on public works. Mr. Gibson retired from 
active business about fifteen years ago and has since lived 
a life of peaceful retirement. 

———erererorO 
James Park. 

James Park, senior member of Park, Winton & True, 
manufacturers of doors, sash and blinds at Addison, 
N. Y., died at his home in that place on February 28. 
Mr. Park was 60 years old and was well known to the 
metropolitan trade. : 


L. P. Swift. 

L, P. Swift died at Fresno, Cal., February 5, quite 
suddenly. He was a brother of H. W. Swift, of Cheboy- 
gan, Mich., and was formerly engaged in the lumbering 
business at that place with his brother. Subsequently 
he sold his interest to O. M. Clarke and removed to Cali- 
fornia. H, W. Swift left Cheboygan for California 
immediately on receiving news of his brother’s death. 

. POO 

It is reported that a new railroad will be built dur- 
ing the year from Williamsport, Pa., crossing the Sus- 
quehanna just south of Wilkesbarre and extending east 
to Gouldsboro and through Pike county. Several Wilkes- 
barre people are said to be interested in the project. The 
— will tap timber districts and open up a rich terri- 

ory. 





BPBPBPAPD LILI IIIS 

The Moses River Lumber Company, owning a tract 
of 16,000 acres of timber land in the Adirondack moun- 
tains, has applied to the forestry department of the di- 
vision of agriculture for advice and assistance in the 
management of its woodlands, bringing the total area 
of private lands in that region, for which working plans 
have been requested, to more than 400,000 acres. 








cq.  bO 
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THE HARDWOOD LUMBER INDUSTRY. 


Michigan Manufacturers in [Meeting—Conserving the Cut of a Vanishing Timber—Sales and 
Prices Since Early February—A Ruling on Taxation of Logs and Lumber—In 
Virgin North Carolina Forests. 








THE MICHIGAN HARDWOOD ASSOCIATION. 


The members of the Michigan Hardwood Lumber As- 
sociation held their regular monthly conference at the 
Park Place hotel, Traverse City, on the afternoon of 
Wednesday, March 6. Owing to the heavy storm which 
prevailed through northern Michigan on that and the 
preceding day, the attendance was rather small, the fol- 
lowing being present: 

W. C. Hull, Oval Wood Dish Company, Traverse City. 

I’'rank Smith, Oval Wood Dish Company, Traverse City. 

H. Chamberlain, Central Lake Lumber Company, Central 
MG Von Platen, Boyne City. 

Lorin Roberts, Fulghum Manufacturing Company, Traverse 
') H. Day, Glen Haven, 

Hf. B. Lewis, Elk Rapids Iron Company, Elk Rapids. 

W. S. Johnson, South Arm Lumber Company, South Arm. 

James White, W. H. White Lumber Company, Boyne City. 

Il. P. Porter, Kast Jordan Lumber Company, East Jordan. 
’ William Habbeler, Lake Ann. 

Charles Christianson, lumber inspector, Manistee. 

President D. H. Day called the meeting to order at 
2:15 and announced the first business as the reading of 
the minutes of the meeting held February 6, which was 
done by Secretary Roberts. The minutes were approved 
as read. 

Several letters were read from members regretting 
their inability to be present. One of the members 
stated that his cut would be only 40 percent of that of 
last year. Another made the statement that he had 
only about 500,000 feet of lumber on hand, of which 
400,000 was beech. J. S. Stearns, of Ludington, wrote 
that while he had a fair stock on hand, he was making 
no effort to sell for future delivery. 

A letter was received from M. M. Wall, surveyor gen- 
eral of the inspection bureau of the National Hard- 
wood Lumber Association. Mr. Wall suggested that 
the printed inspection rules of the association be sent to 
customers of the members. President Day recommended 
that the matter be left to the discretion of the secretary, 
who would continue the correspondence with Mr. Wall 
and ascertain in what manner the interests of the asso- 
ciation would best be subserved. 

A letter was received from H. G. Obenauer, of the 
firm of Obenauer & Johnson, Bay City and Alpena, 
Mich., regarding prices that were being paid on maple 
and other hardwoods in his district. From the letter it 
was evident that fair prices were ruling in the eastern 
district. 

President Day expressed the belief that log run maple 
ought to be worth $16 at the mill and he believed that 
that price would be obtained in a year or so. 

Mr. Von Platen spoke in a general way on the mar- 
ket and prospects for the future. He said that the 
maple manufacturers of northern Michigan were now 
working on the last ten years of their cut, excepting 
perhaps one member who had probably about fifteen 
years’ operations before him; and he thought that it 
would be to the interest of all members to conserve their 
cut as much as possible; and especially not to sacrifice 
it at low prices. 

The secretary reported the following sales at associa- 
tion prices made since the last meeting, at which time 
sales of 5,860,000 feet was reported: 

2,000,000 feet of maple at ir HE and ir 

1,350,000 feet of maple at $7, $12 and $17. 

100,000 feet of maple at $7, $12 and $17. 
50,000 feet of log run maple at $13. 
100,000 feet of maple, 14% and 2-inch,at $14.50, delivered 


at Milwaukee. 
100,000 feet log run black ash at $18 at the mill. 
or short and $9 for the 


850,000 feet of hemlock at $8.50 
18 and 20-foot f. o. b. mills. 
200,000 feet of maple at $7, $12 and $17. 

8,500,000 feet of hemlock at $8.50 and $9.50 f. o. b. mill. 

1,500,000 feet of hemlock at $8 and $9 f. o. b. mill. 

The latter party also reported the sale of inch mill 
culls at $5.50 and 2-inch mill culls at $5. 

A sale was reported of shipping cull and common 
maple at $6 and $11 respectively, the buyer not wishing 
firsts and seconds. 

Secretary Roberts reported for W. H. White, of Boyne 
City, who was unable to be present at the meeting. He 
said that Mr. White told him to announce to the mem- 
bers that he had been investigating the consuming mar- 
kets for several weeks and had made up his mind that 
if the members of the association would stick to their 
prices they would have no difficulty in obtaining them, 
as the flooring manufacturers were in most cases 
anxious to buy lumber in large quantities. It was Mr. 
White’s opinion that by holding firm the prices recom- 
mended by the association at its last meeting would 
prevail. 

One of the members stated that he could have sold all 
of his cut of 1901 of common and firsts and seconds at 
$12 and $17 respectively. There was, however, a little 
2-inch stock in the cut, but he did not accept the offer. 

Another member stated that he recently had a chance 
to contract his entire cut of shipping culls, common 
and firsts and seconds, at $7, $12 and $17, but had not 
taken the offer. 

Mr. Porter inquired as to how many of the members 
were selling on the National inspection rules. 

Mr. Von Platen stated that he had just sold 200,000 
feet that was to be.inspected under the National rules 
and another member stated that he had sold 2,000,000 
feet to be inspected the same way. 

An interchange of opinion regarding the condition of 


affairs at the camps brought out many interesting facts. 
Mr. Von Platen said that there had been a great deal 
of hindrance to logging by reason of the smallpox scare 
in his section. One of his neighbors, a large concern, 
had been compelled to practically close down operations, 
as his camp with 150 men had been quarantined. Mr. 
White said that his company was still logging, although 
the snow was deep and made operations extremely 
difficult. Mr. Day said that he had finished his logging 
for the season. 

Inquiry was made as to how much of this year’s cut 
had been sold. Several members announced that they 
had sold over half of their cut and one had disposed of 
all of his maple cut for 1901. At Manistee it was said 
fully 50 percent of the entire cut had been disposed of. 
A thorough canvass of conditions revealed the fact that 
something like 50 percent of the cut of maple of 1901 
had been already sold. 

There was also an interchange of opinion as to the 
amount of maple that would be produced this year. It 
was thought that the cut would be reduced not far 
from 40 to 50 percent, 40 percent being regarded as a 
minimum figure, although one member stated that his 
output this year would be fully as great as last owing to 
the large number of farmers’ logs that were offered him. 
The members of the association last year cut 70,000,000 
feet of maple lumber and the greater part of this was 
sold. It was estimated that something over 20,000,- 
000 was still on hand. The entire cut of the maple dis- 
trict of northern Michigan was estimated at 100,000,000 
feet and should the reduction in the output this winter 
be as great among those not members of the association 
as among its members the total output of northern 
Michigan would not be much over 60,000,000 feet, accord- 
ing to the ideas of those present. With nearly half of 
this sold, say 25,000,000 feet, and with about the same 
amount carried over from last year, it would seem that 
the total amount available for manufacture could not 
exceed 50,000,000, if that much. 

Inquiry as to the price being paid for logs developed 
the fact that the Traverse City members were paying 
about $7 a thousand for logs delivered at their mill by 
farmers. A member at Boyne City, however, stated that 
he was paying over $8 for logs that were hauled in by 
rail from other points, which carried about $1.75 freight. 

In the course of the discussion the fact was developed 
that there would be little if any stained lumber this 
year. It seems that last year there was a great deal of 
lumber cut after June, which was badly stained and the 
quality thereby greatly reduced. This year the mem- 
bers say they are going to finish their cutting before 
July and there will be little if any chance for stained 
stock. 

No further business appearing the meeting adjourned 
to again assemble at the same place on Wednesday, 
April 3. 

The opinion was not general that there would be any 
radical advance in the price of maple this spring. The 
members of the association realize the fact that there 
are some small manufacturers who will be compelled 
to dispose of their product in order to raise funds, and it 
was regarded as likely that there would be enough of 
this stock offered to have an influence on the market. 





THE CUMBERLAND RIVER DISTRICT. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., March 5.—The first day under the 
“empire” finds lumbermen as cheery as if living under 
a republic. Lumbermen say trade is looking up. Pop- 
lar is as firm as a rock and there is a strong demand 
for plain oak. ; 

A decree has been entered in the case of Bendict Bros. 
vs. Davidson county et al., ordering that the assess- 
ment for taxes on logs cut from complainants’ lands 
and lumber manufactured from these logs is illegal 
and shall be set aside because forbidden under the sec- 
tion of the constitution declaring all products of the 
soil of Tennessee and goods manufactured from these 
products when in the hands of producers shall be free 
from taxation. The complainants were given a perpet- 
ual injunction against the collection of taxes claimed, 
and a verdict for recovery of the taxes paid under pro- 
test. 

A charter has been granted to the Haskew Lumber 
Company, of Marion county, incorporated by H. W. 
Hill, 8S. T. Haskew, B. F. Patton, J. P. Gillen, W. J. 
Lodge, M. M. Allison, W. H. Freas, and T. H. Garrett. 
The capital stock is $15,000. The company has pur- 
chased the Haskew mill property at South ages 
This will be enlarged and planers and modern wood- 
working machinery put in. . 

The Little River Lumber Company, of New Jersey, 
has been granted a charter. It has a capital stock of 
$400,000 and will operate in Tennessee. 

Arthur E. Wakeling, assistant treasurer of the Atlan- 
tic Lumber Company, of Boston, has been in the city 
and in Putnam county recently. His company is oper- 
ating a furniture manufacturing establishment at Ai, 
Tenn. 

A saw mill has been established at Lawrenceburg by 
Lockwood & Smith. The McKim-Cool woodworking 
factory of that place is now running full time. 

A chair and lounge factory will be located in Knox- 
ville by Austin T. Quick, of the Indianapolis (Ind.) 


Lounge Company. The Proctor Furniture Company, 
of Knoxville, has purchased machinery for its new fac- 
tory. Work will begin in a few days on the new fac- 
tory building of the Southern Trunk Company, located 
at Knoxville. 

The Tennessee Lumber Company, of Mountain City, 
has commenced work on its large plant on Beaver Dam 
creek. It will have a capacity of 75,000 feet a day. 
A railway is now being constructed to Beaver Dam. 

A stave and heading factory will be put up at Man- 
chester by G. W. Walker, of Vandalia, Ill. He has 
just purchased 5,000 acres of valuable timber land. 





WEST TENNESSEE HARDWOOD NOTES. 


MEMPHIS, TENN., March 6.—Memphis district lum- 
ber and saw mill men are just as much at sea today 
regarding the future of the trade as they were three 
or four weeks ago and are doing precious little talking. 
Spring trade has not opened up with that strength 
that most of local dealers anticipated and they are 
at somewhat of a loss to locate the trouble. 

Export trade is not as heavy in volume as the ex- 
porters would like to see it, but freight rates have been 
exceptionally high and those who are in the habit of 
shipping abroad on consignment are now glad that the 
rates have “kept them out of business.” The reason 
for this is that Memphis exporters claim little buying is 
being done abroad and if heavy consigiments had been 
made on account of slack demand on this side the across 
pond markets would have been glutted and dealers 
would kave been at the mercy of the consumers of the 
old country. Cars are said to be more plentiful and 
ocean rates easier than in a long while. A number of 
prominent lumber dealers have been inquiring as to 
rates and upon this hypothesis is based the opinion 
that the movement for export will liven up very shortly. 

Few of the idle mills have been started up and the 
prospects are that it will be some time before they 
will be, on account of the unsettled conditions of the 
market. Manufacturers of gum just now are reaping 

robably a richer harvest than any of their brothers. 

he large mills at Madison, Ark., are cutting timber by 
the wholesale, the major portion of it gum, and such 
manufacturers are about the only ones who are doing 
an export business. 

Logs are hard to get hold of still, except to strictly 
river mills, and it is claimed that the supply to them 
is not up to the standard. A representative of the 
Memphis Sawmill Company a day or so ago said that 
the mill men were finding considerable difficulty in 
locating suitable timber; that in Mississippi, along the 
Illinois Central, the Yazoo & Mississippi Valley and 
their branches, which tap the section from which the 
railroad mills have been drawing the greatest amount 
of their timber, the good trees easily accessible to the 
track had been cut out and the mill men would sim- 
ply have to wait until lines further back were con- 
structed. Information from all the country districts is 
to the same effect. 

River logging conditions just now are worse than 
usually they are at this season. The Mississippi stands 
only four feet on the gage at this point. Local towing 
companies have been bringing in a good deal of oak, 
ash, cottonwood and poplar during the past ten days 
from points between Oceola and Luxora, north, and 
Arkansas City, south. Some lumber has also been 
brought out from White river and the’ Arkansas river, 
but not to any considerable extent. It is believed that 
the water will not get too low to interfere seriously 
with this traffic and that manufacturers will be able 
to get all their barges loaded and up to market before 
the spring rise, now overdue, can reach this territory. 

The Hunter Sawmill Company lost its plant at Hunt- 
ers landing by fire last Sante and the damage, accord- 
ing to President Hunter of the company, was $20,000, 
with insurance amounting to only $10,000. Captain 
Hunter states that the mill will more than likely be 
replaced and put into immediate operation. 

New York capitalists owning about 13,000 acres ot 
land in the vicinity of Forrest City, Ark., are now build- 
ing a line of railroad projected north from Round Pond 
for fourteen miles and at a very early date will open 
the timber to saw mills that they are to erect. 





IN PRIMITIVE NORTH CAROLINA. 


GranpD Rapips, Micu., March 5.—W. E. Barrett left 
for Pittsburg tonight to attend the wholesalers’ meet- 
ing. Mr. Barrett has just returned from a two months’ 
trip through the south, going to Asheville and Hickory, . 
N. C.; Bristol and Knoxville, Tenn.; Columbia, George- 
town and Charleston, 8. C.; Savannah, Ga., and Jackson- 
ville and Tallahassee, Fla. He spent most of his time, 
however, in the mountains of North Carolina. Speaking 
of his trip he said: 


We live too fast in the north. A week down there is 
three weeks lorg. There is time for everything. If you meet 
a man and inquire for a certain locality, the native does not 
brusquely point your way; he Ee with you. en a man 
meets his neighbor he talks with him for hours and is glad 
of the chance. Everybody rides horseback. We took dinner 
one day with a family who live fifteen miles from wagon 
road. Corn pone is the chief article of food. When the meal 
bag is empty a sack of corn is taken down the mountain side 
to a crude mill operated by water power. The corn is poured 
into the hopper and the mill is left grinding away, unat- 
tended by anyone. Next day the mountaineer returns for his 
coarse meal rations. 

The ng yw timber found in the Smoky range of moun- 
tains, in the order of its value, consists of yellow poplar, 
white and red oak, chestnut, white and vellow pine, spruce, 
cherry, birch, ash and hemlock. Hemlock is known there as 
spruce pine. All the lumber of this region is manufactured 
by portable mills and hauled by teams from eight to thirty 
miles to the nearest railroad station. ‘These mills are simple 
affairs. Some of them have the old fashioned upright saws, 
operated by water power, cutting about 1,500 feet a day. 

e sawyer can go to dinner while a board is taken off. 

There is a great demand for chestnut bark for tanning 
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purposes, the bark selling for about $7 a cord. Hemlock 
bark is worth only $5. A good many tanneries are operated 
there. I think there is a great opportunity in that country 
for furniture or toy manufactories, on account of the cheap- 
ness and quantity of hickory and oak. 

The timber lands are held at $3 to $5 an acre and are 
pretty well stripped off near the railroads. The surface is 
rough, rocky in places, but is tilled in patches by the natives. 
Spruce and cherry grow high upon the mountains; next come 
hemlock and chestnut, and poplar grows in coves at the base. 
The timber often is better on one side of the mountains than 
on the other. It is virgin growth, the poplars ranging from 
4 to 17 feet in circumference and 60 to 85 feet in hight. The 
chestnut makes a nice interior finish and most of it goes to 
Philadelphia. The white and yellow pine shingles made in 
North Carolina are mostly four inghes wide and would not 
sell at all here. The timber there is being picked up fast, 
one Michigan man having an option on all the timber in 
Graham county. 


W. E. Barrett & Co. own 13,000 acres of hardwoods 
near Grand Marais, in the upper peninsula of Michi- 
gan. Mr. Barrett says he thinks they will let it rest a 
while, rather than cut it off now. 





IN NORTHEAST WISCONSIN. 


Antico, Wis., March 4.—The fall of snow which we 
had Saturday night has given us good sleighing again, 
and logs are being handled livelier than at any other 
time during the winter. Most of the timber handled 
this season is hardwood and pine, very little hemlock, 
not 10 percent as much as was handled last winter. 

We are putting in about 2,000,000 feet of timber at 
our mill—which is southwest of Eland Junction at the 
end of the Ingersoll spur—partly hardwood and the 
balance hemlock and pine. We find that prices are 
looking up, especially in hemlock. We have recently 
sold 500,000 feet at a much better figure than we could 
have received thirty days ago. Fay L, Cusick & Co. 





TIE MAKING IN CONNECTICUT. 


There is great activity in the railroad tie business 
in the vicinity of Colchester, Conn., where the work is 
done mostly by farmers during the winter months, when 
farm work is scarce. The ties are principally composed 
of chestnut and oak, of which 11,000 were shipped dur- 
ing December from Colchester, and an average of 4,000 
to 7,000 are sent from East Hampton every month. 
Besides these, thousands of fence posts, piles and long 
poles are manufactured in the same district. A tie 
eight feet long and six inches thick, hewed on both sides 
and the other two peeled of bark, sells for 40 cents, 
seconds bringing 25 cents. Hewn ties are preferred to 
sawn ones, as they are found to last longer. An 
ordinary man can hew from 20 to 25 ties a day, piling 
them at some convenient place by the side of the track 
where they are picked up by the work trains, or 
loaded on to cars left for the purpose. 





Trouble. 


Cc. E. KELLOGG IN BANKRUPTCY COURT. 

Word comes from New York state that Clara E. Kel- 
logg, in the sash, door and mill work and lumber business 
at Canisteo, N. Y., on March 2 was adjudged a bankrupt 
by Referee McMaster, of Bath, N. Y. The liabilities 
are given at $164,670.60, and assets nominally 
$315,924.90. Lorin M. Hewitt, of Buffalo, manager for 
R. F. Williams & Co., we are informed, was appointed 
receiver of the Canisteo business, which was formerly 
known as the Canisteo Sash & Door Works. Mr. Hewitt 
was ordered by the court to continue the business and 
started the works up on Monday of this week. There 
was a large amount of work nearly finished in the fac- 
tory which had to be completed. It is stated from Buf- 
falo that the scaled-down assets are about equal to the 
liabilities, or about $150,000. The first meeting of the 
creditors was appointed to be held at Hornellsville, 
N. Y., March 20. 

The factory has employed upward of 100 men, to 
whom it is stated that Miss Kellogg owes $7,000 to 
$9,000, and it is said that the employees began the bank- 
ruptcy proceedings. The indebtedness for lumber, large- 
ly to Buffalo concerns, is reported at $30,000. It is said 
that the cause of the failure was a complication in New 
York, which tied up about $30,000 that should have 
been available in cash. The stock of rough lumber in the 
yard is estimated at about $20,000. 

This is the business that in its issue of May 10, 1900, 
the LUMBERMAN announced was under the management, 
for Miss Kellogg, of E. L. Packer, the notorious Pitts- 
burg delinquent and later of New York and Brooklyn. 
Miss Kellogg seemed to be a woman of means, but the 
LUMBERMAN felt obliged to call the attention of its 
readers to Mr. Packer’s connection with this institu- 
tion. He was so well known that the statement of that 
fact should put everyone on his guard, so that none 
could plead ignorance as to the personnel of the 
institution. 

It is to be hoped that the failure will not be a bad 
one, and that, as prophesied by some, it will pay out 
in full, but if the reverse should be the case it may be 
stated that every creditor in the lumber trade was such 
with his eyes open. 

A curious fact in connection with the Canisteo con- 
cern since Mr. Packer became connected with it is that 
there has been an apparently studied effort to conceal 
his identity. Only a short time ago a Rochester paper 
made this statement: “Eugen L. Packerman (not 
Eugene L. Packer) was the general manager of the 
Canisteo Sash, Door & Mill works.” The LUMBERMAN 
can state with assurance that the man who was, under 
Miss Kellogg, the manager of the works, was no other 
than E. L, Packer—the Pittsburg Packer—as was tes- 





tified to by Miss Kellogg herself when, complaining to 
the LuMBERMAN of the publication of his connection 
with her business, she said: 


I refer to the article headed “BE. L. Packer in Business 
Again.” Unless it is corrected it is likely to do me inestima- 
ble harm. * * Of the history of his career I am 
entirely familiar, but I see no reason therein why he should 
not now be encouraged to do right, and be enabled to earn 
a livelihood in a line of business in which even his most 
bitter enemies concede that he has superior talent. 

There has been no effort on my part indicative of “a 
disposition to keep Mr. Packer’s connection with this insti- 
tution as quiet as possible.” 

Mr. Packer is in my employ and has been for several 
months, to my entire satisfaction, and so long as he per- 
forms his duties in a manner that meets with my approval I 
shall keep him, and do not think the public has any more 
right to dictate to the contrary than it would have to in- 
quire into who is running my engines or any machine in my 
mill. 


The above was part of Miss Kellogg’s answer, or 
objection, to the first publication by the LUMBERMAN, 
as follows, under the heading, “E. L. Packer in Business 
Again:” 

No name is better known to lumber manufacturers and 
wholesalers of the north and east, and we might say to the 
entire country, and none has a more unsavory sound than 
that of KE. L. Packer, formerly of Pittsburg and later of 
New York and Brooklyn. His devious methods led to heavy 
losses by a good many lumbermen, but he was finally ar- 
rested for fraud and sentenced to the pentitentiary. 

It was hoped that the lumber trade had heard the last 
of him, but he was released from imprisonment a short time 
ago and now it is understood he is manage for C. EB. Kel- 
logg, of Canisteo, N. Y. This C. E. Kellogg is said to be 
Miss Clara B. Kellogg, a maiden lady, formerly of Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., who is well rated by the commercial agencies. 
It is further said that E. L. Packer married a sister of 
Miss Kellogg, which may account for his influential position 
in her business. 

Many lumbermen have within the last few weeks received 
orders, offers or inquiries from C. HB. Kellogg, indicating that 
a business of considerable magnitude is being worked up. 
The business card of the institution reads as follows: ‘“C. 
I. Kellogg, manufacturer of sash, doors, blinds, moldings 
and interior finish. Cable address, ‘Canisash.’ Long dis- 
tance telephone. Canisteo, N. Y.” 

There seems to be a disposition to keep Mr. Packer’s con- 
nection with this institution as quiet as possible, but the 
AMERICAN LUMBERMAN feels that its readers are entitled 
to the facts as far as they have been developed. 


Further than quoted as above Miss Kellogg corrected 
the report that she was from Syracuse and that she was 
connected with Packer by marriage. The whole and 
sole object of the publication was to locate a man by 
whom many lumbermen had suffered. That purpose was 
accomplished, and if others shall by this new complica- 
tion prove losers they will have only themselves to 
blame. 





As Viewed in Buffalo. 


Burrato, N. Y., March 5.—L. M. Hewitt, Buffalo 
manager of the hardwood lumber trade of R. F. Wilcox 
& Co., has just been appointed receiver of the sash and 
blind factory of Miss C. E. Kellogg, at Canisteo, N. Y., 
formerly, till within two or three years ago, known as 
the Canisteo Sash & Door Works. Mr. Hewitt has been 
ordered by the court to continue the business and start- 
ed the works up on Monday. This proceeding appears 
necessary on account of the Jarge amount of work nearly 
finished in the factory. There is, for instance, $10,000 
worth of mantels almost done. ‘The assets that are 
genuine are about equal to the liabilities and it is hoped 
that the works can be kept in Operation. The owner 
had made up assets that showed for $315,000, but they 
had to be scaled down to about $150,000, which is the 
amount of the debts. The cause of the failure appears 
to be mainly complications in New York, which tied up 
a matter of $30,000 that ought to have been available 
in cash and would have saved the business. The work- 
ing force consists of about 150 men, to whom the fac- 
tory owes about $9,000. There is about $20,000 in 
rough lumber in the yard. The management has of 
late been in the hands of FE. L. Packer. 





PRESS RISKS IN ENGLAND. 
(From our own correspondent.) 


Lonpon, ENGLAND, Feb. 19.—Referring to the splen- 
did service which the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN has 
rendered to the lumber trade of the United 
States in exposing the practices of certain indi- 
viduals engaged in the trade whose methods of doing 
business have mot been altogether what they might be, 
a brief reference may be made to a case heard in the 
English courts in which a Norwegian named Hoyer was 
awarded £50 and costs against the late proprietors of 
the well kmown trade journal Timber, which had simply 
warned its readers to be cautious in their dealings 
with this man owing to his “cutting” methods of doing 
business which it opined would sooner or later end 
disasterously. Such was the case, but the reason for 
this was due, according to the plaintiff, to the above 
mentioned warring and not to the non-success of his 
business methods. It is doubtful whether the damages 
and costs will be recoverable, as the affairs of the 
defendant in the case are being wound up and accord- 
ingly no defense was raised at the time of the action. 
Had Hoyer stood up to cross examination the verdict 
might have beer a different one; but this does not do 
away with the fact that a trade journal here must not 
put its readers on their guard against what may prob- 
ably turn into bad debts without being cast in dam- 
ages in a court of law. In the opinion of conservative 


—. 


people on this side to do this sort of thing is part of 
the duty of a properly conducted jourmal and none 
worthy of the name ought to refrain from so doing; 
neither ought it to have to pay for performing what 
is in reality a public service. 





FROM THE DOMINION. 


Orrawa, OntT., March 2.—John Kilburn has returned 
to Fredericton, N. B., from the scene of his lumber opera- 
tions on the upper St. John river. He estimates the 
total cut on the St. John river this winter at about 
95,000,000 feet. The cost of getting out logs has been 
much greater than for several years. 

During the next few weeks a strong and influential 
deputation of British Columbia lumbermen will come 
east to urge the dominion government to impose a re- 
taliatory duty on American sawn timber. At present 
American sawn timber comes into Canada free of duty, 
whereas the United States taxes the Canadian output, in 
the case of pine to the extent of $2 a thousand feet. In 
Ontario the export of timber to Great Britain and for- 
eign countries other than the United States is so great 
that the American policy is a minor consideration; but 
since the prohibition of the export of logs the milling 
industry has been largely diverted to Canadian soil. At 
she coast, however, matters are in a different position, 
The American lumberman can come in and compete with 
Canadians without let or hindrance, while on the other 
hand the Canadians are denied access to the United 
States, and the British Columbia lumbermen therefore 
want a retaliatory tax. 

According to lumbermen, it does not pay to cut timber 
on the far upper Ottawa because the logs take two 
years to get to the mills here. The extension north of 
the Gatineau railway would make these timber limits 
workable. A petition to the dominion government, urg- 
ing the granting of a bonus to the Ottawa & Gatineau 
railway, to encourage its extension to James’ bay, is now 
being signed by all the lumbermen who own timber 
berths along the route. The route of the proposed exten- 
sion, lying via Eagle bay, on Victoria lake, passes 
through an immense stretch of pine, pulp and mineral 
lands, whoses forests, it is pointed out, are largely 
untouched and will remain so under the existing circum- 
stances of meager river improvements. 

A big lumber deal has just been consummated at Hali- 
fax, N. 8., in which American lumbermen are heavy 
investors. Five years ago three brothers—B. F., Daniel 
and Charles Young—came to Halifax from Maine and 
purchased the property at Ingram River, N. S., con- 
sisting of about 80,000 acres of timber land, for a 
sum under $100,000. The Youngs are said to have been 
making out of the property from $20,000 to $30,000 
annually since. The price they have now sold it for is 
not known exactly, but it is reported to be $250,000. 
The cut of lumber on this property last year was about 
9,500,000 feet. The purchasers are W. D. Beardmore, 
of Toronto, Ont.; H. R. Wells, of Canton, N. Y., and 
Henry Patton, of Albany, N. Y. The Messrs. Wells and 
Patton are lumber operators on a large scale engaged in 
the Adirondacks. The new owners purpose to operate on 
an extensive scale, and pulp works, tanneries and other 
enterprises will be projected in the near future. 

The announcement that the Spanish River Pulp & 
Paper Company had secured immense concessions of 
pulp lands along the Spanish river from the Ontario 
government has created a great deal of interest in the 
Algoma district, where the value and extent of the com- 
pany’s holdings are well known. The most prominent 
men engaged in the lumbering business in Ontario are 
concerned in the enterprise, including M. J. Dodge, 
of New York. The company has been capitalized at 
$1,500,000. 





PHILIPPINE LUMBER TARIFF. 


WasuineTon, D. C., March 2.—The proposed customs 


tariff for ports of the Philippine archipelago, as recom- 
mended by the commission appointed for the purpose and 
with reference to which the war department will be 
pleased to receive recommendations and suggestions up 
to April 15 next, contains the following provisions: 

Common packing, packages, receptacles and coverings 
of imported merchandise in use and imported with such 
merchandise, unless otherwise expressly provided for, 
shall be admitted free of duty; if any articles so used 
are in fact imported as merchandise and have an appre- 
ciable value, full duty is to be collected on same; and 
whenever such articles are of higher value than their 
contents they are always dutiable according to the num- 
ber of the tariff to which they belong. 

The proposed rates of import duty on forest products 
are as follows: 


Staves—$1 a thousand. 

Ordinary wood—In boards, deals, rafters, beams, round 
wood and timber for ship building, 25 cents a cubic meter. 
Planed or dovetailed, for boxes and flooring, 40 cents per 
cubic meter. 

Fine wood for cabinet makers—In boards, deals, trunks, or 
logs, 50 cents per 100 kilos. gross weight. Sawn, in veneers, 
$1 per 100 kilos, gross weight. 

Coopers’ wares—Fitted together, 60 cents per 100 kilos, 
gross weight. In shooks, also hoops and headings, 80 cents 
per 100 kilos, gross weight. Wood cut for making hogsheads 
or — for sugar or molasses, 10 cents per 100 kilos, gross 
weight. 

ed work and fencing-—20 cents per 100 kilos, gross 
weight. 

Handles for tools and implements—20 cents per 100 kilos, 
gross weight. 

Common wood manufactured into furniture and other 
wares and articles of all kinds, whether turned or not, or 
extra finished, $5 per 100 kilos, net weight. 

Fine wood, similarly manufactured, $15 per 100 kilos, net 
weight. 

Wood of any kind similarly manufactured and highly orna- 
mented, $25 per kilo, net weight. 
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Table Showing Exact Amount and Kinds of Lumber Exported from Every Port of the United States for the Month Ending Jan. 31, 1900. 
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we could obtain in the west. At Albany he asked a number 
of dealers to call upon him at his hotel in the evening. He 
demonstrated his ability to handle a crowd by selling them 
a million and a quarter feet of clear ye | at an extra 
price “delivered.” This was the inning of what is now 
the universal custom of ooiing lumber at a fixed price de- 
livered at the yard or side track of the purchaser. At 
nearly every point in New England between Boston and 
Albany Mr. Cross established a line of customers that were 
of great value to this market. 


Immediately after the great fire of 1871, Mr. Cross 
became the field marshal, so to speak, of the shelter com- 
mittee, in which Mr. Harvey took an active part, amd 
under his generalship over 8,000 houses were built for 
the homeless in about four months. These houses were 
completely furnished with the necessaries. of life and 
supplied with fuel and food. This assistance was given 
to such families as had lost their homes and who were 
unable to build from their own savings. Mr. Cross re- 
mained with Mr. Harvey until he was secured by the 
Chicago, Burlingtor & Quincy railroad. In speaking of 
“Fred” Cross, as he was almost universally known, D. 


~ of the D. 8. Pate Lumber Company, of Chicago, 
said: 


I have known “Fred” Cross for a great many goers. ever 
since 1874, when he entered the service of the urlington, 
and considered him one of the most broad minded and genial 
of gentlemen. He always had a good story to tell and told 
it well; was always ready to extend a favor or accommoda- 
tion, and nothing but words of praise can be said of him. 
When he came into your office it was like a ray of sun- 


























shine; he was never downhearted, was vey optimistic in 
his make up and seemed to impart that feeling to everyone 
he came in contact with. 


Mr. Pate told some interesting reminiscences of Mr. 
Cross’ abilities as a practical joker, including the way 
in which he acted as advance agent for a bridal couple 
in a tour of the west. 

Intimately associated with Mr. Cross for many years 
was Paul Morton, second vice president of the Atchi- 
son, Topeka & Santa Fe railroad. In regard to Mr. 
Cross, Mr. Morton said: 


I have known Mr. Cross twenty-five years. His character 
is shown in the fact that he was always running about 
doing something for some one, accommodating somebody. 
It seemed to be his life work to do things for some one 
else. He not only sacrificed his own time and money for 
others, but he was constantly enlisting his acquaintances 
in the service of the unfortunate or the needy. He has 
come in here time and again for transportation for some 
consumptive who must go to a more congenial climate, or for 
some stranded unfortunate who wanted to go to his home. 

Alfred J. Cross was the first se#ler of lumber from this 
market in the east. He worked for T. W. Harvey. At that 
time he did not know any more about lumber than he did 
about the Choctaw language. Under Mr. Harvey’s general 
instructions he started out for Pittsburg and sold twenty 
cars the first day, and that at $3 a thousand more than the 
maximum price stipulated b r. Harvey. He had been 
given a maximum and a minimum price and Harvey was 
afraid he had misrepresented the lumber and wrote him to 
sell no more until that already sold had been delivered. 
Harvey’s handwriting was just about the extreme reverse 
of chirographic beauty and was too much for “Fred” Cross, 
who kept on selling until he had disposed of 800 or 400 
cars of lumber at his own top price. 

Then Cross came back to Chicago, pulled out the letter 
and asked Harvey, ‘What is that letter?” Harvey said, 
“Why, you can read that letter clear across the street.” 


:) eee 8,831 ee 
89,772| 276,563] 394,236] 98,671 3,591 





“Well, maybe you can,” answered Cross; “I didn’t think of 
trying that way.” His humor was spontaneous and always 
eppsenrietely in evidence. 

r. Cross came to the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, 
under C, W. Smith, in 1874, a little before E. P. Ripley was 
made em freight agent. I was then chief clerk in the 
general freight office. e was what might be called com- 
mercial egent of the road; I believe the title was city freight 
agent. is duties were largely those of lumber agent. At 
that time the Burlington did a great lumber business, hand- 
ling, through Mr. Cross’ efforts, 150 to 200 cars of lumber a 
day. His service with the road has extended over a quarter 
of a century. 

I presume it is a conservative statement to say that Fred 
Cross knew more people in Chicago than ay other one man. 
He_ knew by name every policeman in and on the way to 
and from the lumber district, and that of nearly every truck 
driver. His acquaintance with railroad officials extended 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific and he knew practically 
everybody in the transportation business in the west. He 
was a man of boundless but unostentatious charities; their 
extent will probably never be known. ‘To speak broadly, he 
knew everyone and everyone was his friend. 

My relations with “Fred” Cross were always of the most 
pleasant character, in business and socially. I always found 
him very energetic. He never neglected business; he was 
doing business a at 7 o’clock in the morning. You 

‘0 


cannot say too much for the sterling character of I'red 
Cross. 


And pages could be filled with tributes from bis 
friends and associates to the character of Alfred J. 
Cross, and with anecdotes illustrating his kindly, self- 
sacrificing, jovial spirit, but the above must suflice to 
give some insight into the character of a man who did 
more genuine good in the world and left a better legacy 
than ninety-nine out of the hundred or more grubbers 
after wealth or the professional philanthropists. 
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The Record. 


Alabama. 

Jackson—The Van Heuvel Manufacturing Company has 
been succeeded by the C. W. Zimmerman Manufacturing 
Company. 

Montgomery—The 
in business. 

Opelika—William A. Driver, of the W. A. Driver Lumber 
Company, died in Cincinnati, recently, of Bright’s disease. 

Rat—Shreve, Shepherd & Co. have been succeeded by 
Ww. C. Shreve & Son. 

Slocomb—The Morris Lumber Company has been incor- 
porated by S. 8. Kelly, D. H. Morris, F. J. White and J. C. 
Ainsley ; capital stock, $40,000. 

Wannville—C. W. Brown is out of business. 

Arkansas. 

Grassy Lake—O. B. Morris has sold mill to J. H. Buss 
& Bros. 

Sparkman—Otis EB. Hodge is out of business. 

Winslow—A. N. Cole & Co. recently began business. 

California. 

Fresno—The Trinity Sugar Pine Company has been in- 

corporated with capital stock of $250,000. 
Colorado. 
Durango—Grill & Co. have been succeeded by J. W. Buck- 





Allen Lumber Company has engaged 


ley. 

JL yons—The Lyons Lumber Company has established a 
saw mill. 

Rockyford—The McPherson 
gaged in business. 


Lumber 


Florida. 
O’Brien—Peterson & Douglass have completed a saw mill. 


Georgia. 

Ray—Moore & Usry have been succeeded by R. M. Moore. 

Lumber City—J. A. Stetson, Alfred Short and others 
will engage in the veneer business. The Erie Lumber 
Company has applied for a charter, with capital stock of 
$50,000. The company is composed of Fred B. Gee, E. V. 
Schoonover, Alfred Schoonover and Alfred Short. 

Waycross—Blackburn & Folks have engaged in the shin- 
gle business. 


Company has en- 





Idaho. 

Franklin—W. M. Gibson is out of business. 

: Iinois. 

Cerro Gordo—Richards & Landis have been succeeded by 
John A. Richards. 

Chicago—The Crown Construction Company has engaged 
in business. The Hudelson-Dunbar Lumber Company has 
dissolved.——The Stockyards Lumber & Coal Company has 
been succeeded by J. J. Sweet. The Paxton & Lightbody 
Company has engaged in the commission business; presi- 
dent, W. G. Paxton; secretary and treasurer, D. Lightbody. 

Goreville—The Hudelson-Dunbar Lumber Company has 
heen succeeded by William Hudelson. 

Herrick—Willis F. Corley has been succeeded by C. W. 
Kesler & Co. 

Lockport—George J. Hacker will open a yard. 

Rock Island—It is reported that Christ Mueller & Sons 
will open a yard. 

Sterling—William Peck has sold stock of lumber, but 
will continue planing mill in operation. 

Indiana. 

Butler—Ira Kinney, of the firm of Kinney & Sons, died 
lately. 

Crawferdsvitio—2. W. Henry has sold out to Ingram Hill. 

Ilammond—The Deming-Colburn Lumber Company is out 
of business. 

Lovett—N. 8S. Shepherd is out of business. 

Plymouth—George H. Thayer, jr., has engaged in 
commission hardwood lumber business, 


Indian Territory. 
Catoosa—P. G. Browning & Co. are out of business. 
Scullin—C. 8. Leeper, of Sulphur, is putting in a yard 
here on the St. Louis & San Francisco railroad. 
South McAlester—W. T. Wood has withdrawn from the 
Jsena Lumber Company. 








the 


lowa. 

Des Moines—Kelly & Davis have engaged in the commis- 
sion and wholesale lumber business. 

Dumont—M. F. Green has sold out. 
———— IF. Avery has been succeeded by M. G. 
very. 

Newberg—I. Clay has sold lumber yard to the Interstate 
Lumber Company. 

New London—The Burlington Lumber Company has sold 
out to W. B. Gannaway. 

North English—The I. F. Searle Lumber Company has 
sold out. 

Ocheydan—Porter & Aldred have dissolved partnership. 

Plainfield—Lynes & Zimmerman will open a yard. 

Richland—W. E. Smith & Sons have been succeeded by 
Smith & Brady. 

Rockford—R,. N. Brittan reported sold out here. 


Kansas. 

Albert—P. W. Paxson is out of business. 

McCune—T. E, Tregemba has bought a yard here. 
— Falls—Wright & Henry have sold out to J. G. 

son. 

Newton—The Newton Lumber Company has sold out to 
oa Olinger, who will continue the business under the old 
style, 

Piedmont—William Grimes & Son have been succeeded by 
F. E. Drake. 

Whitewater—W. H. Cochran has sold out. 


Kentucky. 
Nicholasville—The Roy & Soper Company has changed 
hame to the Roy & Jackson Company (incorporated). 
Owensboro—Nathan Thayer has engaged in the hardwood 
lumber business. 
Corbin—P. M. Lanham has sold out. 


Maine. 


Farmington—The Union Land & Lumber Company has 
een incorporated with capital stock of $100,000 by James 
Russell, C. , Marr, I. B. Russell, G. F. Briggs and F. H. 
Russell. 

Portland —The Penobscot Lumber Company has been 
organized by Charles BE. Deering, of this city, with capital 
stock of $50,000. 

Maryland. 

Baltimore—George V. Helfrick, of the firm of George Hel- 
frick & Sons, is dead. 

Salisbury—The Wicomico Lumber Company has been In- 
corporated by William M. Day, B. 8. Adkins, John W. Win- 
tow and others. 

Massachusetts. 


Milford- George L. Fair, of Holliston, will engage in 
the lumber business. 


Michigan. 

b Algonac—B. D. & H. H. Townsend have been succeeded 
y¥_ G. Townsend. 

Battle Creek—W. H. Kynett has been succeeded by the 

queen City Manufacturing Company. E. H. Wicks has 

ngaged in the planing mill business. 





Cheboygan—The Haak Lumber Company has been incor- 
porated with capital stock of $150,000. 

Delray—The Delray Sash & Door Company has changed 
name to the Delray Lumber Company. 

Detroit—The Booth Manufacturing Company has been 
incorporated to manufacture builders’ supplies, with capital 
stock of $10,000.———-Charles W. Kotcher and associates 
have incorporated the Union Box & Lumber Company, with 
capital stock of $50,000. The Detroit Timber & Lumber 
wen has increased capital stock from $40,000 to $140,- 





Fergus—The Hildebrandt Lumber Company is out of 
business. 

Fairgrove—C. L. Truax will establish a lumber yard. 

Galesburg—Bishop & Barber have bought out the Rath- 
bun-Kraft Lumber Company. 

Ionia—Crookshank, Somers & Co. have established a lum- 
ber yard. 

Midland—William Patrick, lumber manufacturer, died 
recently. P 

Owosso—Braden Bros. have sold yard to George Pea- 
body, of Allegan, 

Plainwell—Deal & Blair have dissolved partnership. 

Romulus—Lesh & Young, of Adrian, will establish a 
branch yard. 

Salling—The Jenson Lumber Company has been 
porated with capital stock of $125,000. 

West Bay City—The Crump Manufacturing Company has 
sold its lock corner box factory to the Swan-Donogh Lum- 
ber Company, of North Tonawanda, N. Y. 

Woodstock—Mason & Hunderford have engaged in the 
lumber business. 


incor- 


Minnesota. 

Ellendale—J. Peterson will establish a yard. 

Glenville—H. P. Howe will open a yard. 

Lakepark—Kirkness & Hellan have engaged in the lum- 
ber business. 

Little Falls—Frank Johnson recently began business. 

Minneapolis—The J. Boch Lumber Company has been 
incorporated with capital stock of $50,000 to operate a line 
of retail yards in Iowa. The Jenkins-Hesla Lumber Com- 
pany has been incorporated with capital stock of $50,000 
to operate line of retail yards in Iowa. The M. J. Walk- 
er Lumber Company recently opened country yards. 

Raymond—Eenkema Bros. & Co. have been succeeded by 
Cc. B. Eenkema & Co. 








Mississippi. 

Blanton—The Cooley Lumber Company has been sold un- 
der a deed in trust and writ of attachment to BE. Hayes, 
who is now operating plant. 

Greenwood—The Woods Lumber Company has engaged in 
business. 

Jackson—The Draughn Lumber Company is out of busl- 
ness. Misterfeldt & Leggett are out of business. 

Pickens—Wilburn Bros. have engaged in business. 

Vicksburg—King & Patrick have engaged in the lumber 
business. C. BE. Mackey has engaged in the lumber busi- 
ness. 








Missouri. 

Desloge—The Miders Lumber Company is out of business. 
, Guilford—B,. C. Parr & Co. have been succeeded by B. C. 
arr. 

Joplin—A. BH. Elliott & Co. have been absorbed by the 
R. J. Hurley Company, of Kansas City. 

Kansas City—The Norton Lumber Company has been in- 
corporated by F.. C. Sheldon, Charles A. Norton and R. A. 
Norton; capital stock, $40,000. The Arkansas & Louis- 
iana Pine Lumber Company has been incorporated with cap- 
ital stock of $60,000, by E. L. Martin, 

Nelson-—Williams & Petry have been succeeded by Irwin 
Williams. 

Pascola—The Himmelberger & Friant Company has been 
incorporated under the laws of Missouri with capital stock 
of $10,000. 

St. Louis—L. J. Taussig has engaged in the hardwood 
business, Ed R. Hogg has sold retail yard and has pur- 
chased the interest of J. R. Perkins in the Hogg-Perkins 
Lumber Company. 

Wellington—Milo R. Harris will establish a yard. 

Montana. 
Bozeman—Lansing Bros. have succeeded Lansing & Wells. 
Nebraska, 

Avoca—The Schmidt & Bunge Lumber Company has been 
incorporated with capital stock of $15,000 by Charles 
Schmidt, jr., and L. J. Bunge. 

Fairbury—The Fairbury Lumber Company is out of busi- 








ess. 

Falls City—W. D. Easley & Co. have been succeeded by 
A. Graham. 

Indianola—George C. Hill has been succeeded by FE. G. 
Craine & Co. 

Lynch—S. W. Lightner is out of business. 

Scott’s Bluff—J. A. Orr has been succeeded by L. W. 
Cox & Co. 

New Hampshire. 
Rochester—John Berry has been succeeded by Berry Bros. 


New Jersey. 


Jersey City—The Metal Plated Car & Lumber Company 
has been incorporated by William W. Snow, G. Burgert, 
OQ. H. Cutler and H. 8. Manning, with capital stock of $100,- 
000. 


New Mexico. 


Alamagorda—-The A. H. Jackson Lumber Company 
been succeeded by Jackson & Galbraith. 


New York. 


Albany—Feeny & Sheahan have engaged in the planing 
mill business. 

Binghamton—The Alaculsey Lumber Company has been 
incorporated under the laws of Georgia with capital stock 
of $450,000, by M. 8S. Squires, of Lestershire; C. A. Wil- 
kinson, Willis Sharpe Kilmer and D. H. Carver, of this city; 
J. W. Beard and FI’. W. Crandall, of Elkland, Pa., and J. H. 
Righter, of New York. 

Brooklyn—George Fowler & Co. have dissolved partner- 


has 


ship. 
Hamburg—Thomas Whitton has bought the planing mill 
of George W. Grimm. 

New York—The Rice & Lockwood Lumber Company, of 
Springfield, Mass., will open an office. 

North Rose—Shaver & Quereau have been succeeded by 
Shaver & Hill. 

Syracuse—Timothy Heffernan has bought the Bliss box 
factory and increased capacity. 

Wolcott—The F. A. Prevost Lumber Company is out of 


business. 
North Carolina. 


Asheville—The W. T. Mason Lumber Company has been 
incorporated with capital stock of $100,000. 

Greensboro—The Gate City Manufacturing Company has 
been incorporated with capital stock of $20,000. 

Raleigh—The American Lumber Company has been Incor- 
porated with capital stock of $40,000. 

Rex—J. F. Gilmore has sold out. 

North Dakota. 

Berthold—The Minot Lumber Company has engaged in 
business. Also at Donneybrook and White Earth. 

Dawson—John 8. Werner will open a yard 


Fingal—Gale & Bishop have sold out to the L. Lamb 
Lumber Company. 


Ohio. 

Butler—Ritter Bros. will open a lumber yard. 

Bellecenter—The Bellecenter Lumber Company has en- 
gaged in business. 

Bluffton—Althaus & Balmer have been succeeded by Cal 
Balmer, who has purchased his partner’s interest. 

Cleveland—The Ellenberger Lumber Company has sold out 
to the Mills Gray Carleton Company. 

Caldwell—T. H. Morris has sold planing mill to Frank 
Combs. 

London—Gallagher & Murray have been succeeded by 
Frank Gallager. 

Massilon—Ed S. Miller recently began business. 

Newcomerstown—George W. Mulvane & Sons have sold 
out to James Cole and J. D. Brown. 

Ottawa—G. C. Williams & Son have established a plan- 
ae mill. 

unbury—P. W. Gage has sold out. 

Troy—Holcomb Snyder has been succeeded by John W. 


Snyder. 
Oklahoma. 


Erwin—tThe H. K. Bickford Lumber Company has engaged 
in the lumber and coal business. 


Pennsylvania. 


Claysville—R. G. Porter & Son have sold out planing mill. 

Fairview—John Fitting has purchased an interest in the 
saw mill of Schumacher & Smithland. 

McKeesport—The National Lumber Company has sold in- 
terest to the Tube City Lumber Company. 

Pittsburg—The Rib River Lumber Company has opened 
an office. The Pittsburg Screen & Blind Company has 
engaged in business———H. W. Eiler & Co. have dissolved 
partnership. The business will be continued by the Biler 
— & Mill Company. R. G. Porter & Son will open 
a yard. 

St. Marys—The Penn Lumber Company has been succeeded 
by the Kaul & Hall Lumber Company. 

South Sharon—The Lawrence County Lumber Company 
has established a branch, to be operated as the South Sharon 
Lumber Company. 

Williamsport—Paulhamus & Sones have been succeeded by 


Cc. W. Sones. 
Rhode Island. 


Providence—E. A. Smith & Co. have removed offices to 
Boston, Mass. 
Pawtucket—John McLaughlin will build a saw mili. 


South Carolina. 
Barnswell—Jarrett & Hastings have removed to Savan- 








nah, Ga. 
Charleston—The Charleston Lumber od has been 
incorporated with capital stock of $1,000,0000. 


South Dakota. 
Canastato—M. Fallgutter has been succeeded by J. I. 
Queal & Co. 
Canton—Kranz Bros. have engaged in the lumber busi- 
ness. 
Java—The Central Lumber Company has engaged in the 
lumber business. Also at Selby. 


Tennessee, 

Athens—The Athens Door Company has engaged in busi- 
ness. 

Bristol—The Whiting Lumber Company, of Elizabeth, will 
open a branch. 

Memphis—-James L. Hale & Co. have opened an office and 
engaged in the wholesale hardwood business. 

South Pittsburg—The Hasken Lumber Company has been 
incorporated with capital stock of $15,000, by M. M. Alle- 
son, S. T. Hasken, J. P. Gillen, T. G. Garrett and others. 


Texas. 


Dallas—The R. B. Godley Lumber Company has been incor- 
porated, with capital stock of $25,000, by R. B. Godley, EB. V. 
Godley, W. L. Godley, all of Dallas, and W. H. Wroten, of 
Terrell. 

Grandview—O. L. Wilkerson has been succeeded by O. L. 
Wilkerson & Co. 

Lone Oak—Harrison & Schenck and G. F. Cooper have 
consolidated as Harrison, Schenck & Cooper. 

New Braunfels—The Comal Lumber Company has sold 
out to Ed. Steves & Sons. 

Wilburton—The Lone Star Lumber Company has been 
incorporated with capital stock of $12,000, by A. H. Beck, 
8S. E. Huff, of Houston; George C. Smith, of Decatur, IIL, 
and L. A. Smith, of Dalton. 


Vermont. 
Warren—George Greenslit has sold saw mill to James 
Pierce. 
Virginia. 
Norfolk—The 8S. F. Winter Co. and the Pasquotank Lum- 
ber Company are out of business. 
_ H. Bruner & Co. have dissolved partner- 
ship. 
Washington, 


Centralia—Ingle Bros. have dissolved partnership. The 
business has been purchased by George Mays, L. M. Springer 
and Ira Buck, who will continue it. 

Everett—The H. O. Swift Lumber Company has engaged 
in the wholesale business. 

Fairhaven—The Bacus Lumber Company has been iIn- 
corporated with capital stock of $2,500. 

Port Angeles—The Union Lumber & Shingle Company has 
been incorporated by Z. B. Ritchie, 8. M. Tuttle, M. E. For- 
rest and M. Tyrrell, with capital stock of $2,500. 

Pullman—The Palouse River Lumber Company, of Pa- 
louse, has opened a branch yard. 

Ritzville—Charles O. Green has sold out to the St. Paul 
& Tacoma Lumber Company. 

Tacoma—The Hewitt Land Company has _ been incor- 
porated with capital stock of $50,000, to engage in lumber- 
ing and other pursuits. 

Wenatchee—F.. M. Scheble has been succeeded by F. M. 


Scheble & Son. 
West Virginia. 
Buckhannon—Stockert & Proudfoot have engaged in the 
hardwood business. 
Sutton—The American Coal & Lumber Company has been 
incorporated with capital stock of $25,000. ; 
Wisconsin. 


Holstein—J. B. Laun has sold out to A. A. Laun & Co. 
Porterfield—R. McWilliams has established a saw mill. 
. ae Crane Lumber Company has engaged in 

usiness., 


Ontario. 


Ottawa—McCracken & McCullough have engaged itn the 
lumber commission business. 
é gg Ste Marie—T. R. French has bought out Hesson 
0. 


PP OO——er—er—err—r—r—r 


Involuntary bankruptcy proceedings have been begun 
against B. F. Gose, lumber dealer, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
who has since filed an inventory in the United States 
district court, placing his liabilities at $39,210.51 and 
assets at $18,730, 
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DECKER LOG LOADER IN THE MARKET. 





New and Ample Facilities for Manufacturing This Famous Machine—Personnel and Plant of 
Its Builders—Description of the [Machine and Its Adaptabilities—Views and 
Diagrams Showing Its Construction and Operation. 





The Decker log loader is at last actively and effec- 
tively on the market. At least an order can be placed 
for this loader with reasonable certainty of delivery 
being made when wanted. : ; 

The above statement is in order because this ingenious 
and valuable logging appliance has been extremely un- 
fortunate as concerns its manufacture. Probably there 
is no machine better known by name to the lumbermen 
of the United States than this, but comparatively few 
of them have been put out, less than twenty of them all 
told, and many who had seen them work and were 
desirous of buying them were unable to have their 
orders filled. 

The machine is the invention of George W. Decker, 
the well known hardwood lumber manufacturer of New- 
port, Ark., and earlier of Iowa. The first machine was 
roughly built of an experimental type. The wooden 
framework was built at the saw mill of the Pond-Decker 
Lumber Company and on it were placed boiler, engine 
and drums for handling the boom and loading cable. 

So successful was this machine that Mr. Decker de- 
cided to put it upon the market with improvements 
which use suggested. Plans were carefully drawn up 
and arrangement was made with a St. Louis machine 
shop to build an all steel machine, but the experience 
of that establishment was not such as to fit it for this 
work, and so an arrangement was made with a com- 
pany manufacturing steam shovels and dredges to turn 
out the log loader. Delays innumerable ensued, largely 
owing to the novel character of the machine, but finally 
the original contract for six of the log loaders was filled 
and the machine was put into use in six logging opera- 
tions with success beyond the claims of the inventor. 
But at that time the flood of business connected with 
railroad industry was at its hight. Steel was costly 
and the times seemed unpropitious for taking on a new 
line of work requiring a special investment and equip- 
ment, so the manufacturers, having more in their own 
line than they could attend to, declined to renew the 
contract. 

Then Mr. Decker set about to find another manufac- 
turer. This was no easy task, for every foundry and 
machine shop in the country seemed to be full of work. 
Finally, however, the P. H. & F. M. Roots Company, of 
Connersville, Ind., an old and strong concern, became 
interested in the machine and undertook its construc: 
tion. But it soon became evident that a large invest- 
ment in shop and machinery was necessary, and there- 
fore the company decided to become financially inter- 
ested in the loader, and this arrangement being agreeable 
to Mr. Decker the log loader is now both built and put 
on the market by this company. For more than a year 
the shop in which it is now being built has been under 
construction; so that now, fully equipped, two loaders a 
week can be turned out and those who wish to purchase 
one of the noteworthy improvements in the logging 
industry can place their orders with the assurance that 
back of the business are ample manufacturing facilities 
and a thoroughly well organized management. 


The P. H. & F. M. Roots Company. 

Before speaking more in detail of the Decker log 
loader it may be well to say something of the P. H. & F. 
M. Roots Company and its new facilities for the manu- 
facture of the log loader. This company was organized 
in 1859 by the Roots brothers, under the same style as 
today, for the manufacture of portable forges, rotary 
blowers, rotary force pumps etc. In this line the com- 
pany has built up a trade which extends all over the 
world. The present officials of the P. H. & F. M. Roots 
Company are E. D. Johnston, president and general 
manager; L. R. Johnston, vice president; W. S. Calder, 
+; ©, Mount, treasurer; W. W. Wainright, su- 


secre’ 
pevintendent; J. C. Slocum, engineer. 

















E. D. Johnston, president 
and general manager, was 
born in Ohio in 1861. In 
1885 he married a daughter 
of F. M. Roots and became 
associated with the com- 

any as treasurer. In 1893 
Re bought a controlling in- 
terest and is now head of the company. L. R. 





an Ohioan, about 37 years old, and has been with the 
company in his present capacity for five years. He has 
had an exceptionally good training in office work. 

C. Mount, treasurer of the company, is president of 
the First National bank of Connersville. He is about 
60 years of age and a conservative business man of 
considerable wealth and well known for his ability as a 
financier. He is a member of the board of directors of 
the Roots company. 

W. W. Wainright, superintendent, has been con- 
nected with the company for thirty years, starting in 
as an apprentice at 12 years of age and growing up 
in the shops. He is a man of unusual practical knowl- 
edge in all mechanical lines and has charge of the 
practical working out of the business of the firm. 

J. C. Slocum, engineer, is superintendent of the log 
loader department of the company’s business, of which 


and Mr. Decker was anxious that the machine should 
be built under his supervision inasmuch as the loaders 
designed by him and built at South Milwaukee were 
entirely successful. The Roots company then made a 
contract with Mr. Decker to manufacture the log loader 
for him and built a new plant and equipped it with 
special machinery after the contract was made. This 
contract lasted until December, 1900, when the Roots 
company entered into an agreement with Mr. Decker 
for the sole manufacture and sale of his machines in the 
United States and Europe under his patents on a 
royalty basis. This practically puts the Roots com- 
pany in the position of proprietor of this machine, 
Now, with the new plant and with this arrangement, 
the Roots company is pushing the Decker log loader 
with the utmost energy. 
Plant for Manufacturing the Log Loader. 

The log loader department is now so organized that 
loaders can be delivered very promptly after receipt of 
orders, thus overcoming the worst difficulty heretofore 
existing in connection with it. ; 

The special shop exclusively devoted to the log loader 
department is 50x200 feet in size, built of brick. It has 
an electric crane traveling the full length of the shop 
with railroad tracks laid on the floor so that cars can 
be run into the building. Then there is a pattern, tool 








he has complete charge and for which he is especially 
fitted as the original designer of the machine under Mr. 
Decker’s direction. He is a man of about 465 
years of age. It was through Mr. Slocum that the 
Roots company became interested in the Decker log 
loader. He was with the Bacyrus Company, of South 
Milwaukee, Wis., when that company took the contract 
for building the log loader, spoken of above, and devel- 
oped in detail the working plans for the loader from 
those furnished by Mr. Decker, its original designer and 
atentee. When the Roots company became interested 
in the log loader, Mr. Slocum went to Connersville. Mr. 
Slocum went with the Roots Company in February, 1899, 
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THE DECKER LOG LOADER, MANUFACTURED BY THE Pp. H. & F. M. ROOTS COMPANY. 
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and store room in a brick building two stories high 
covering a ground space of 40x60 feet. The forge shop 
is 20x40 feet. The whole plant is heated by the hot 
air and fan system. This special plant is equipped 
with new special machinery throughout, including pneu- 
matic rivetets, presses etc., for quick and effective work 
on the log loaders. The electric crane spoken of before 
is of 20-ton capacity so that all 

ta heavy parts or even the whole log 
loader may be lifted and carried from 
| one part of the shop to the other. 
{ All the machinery is built and ar- 
ranged with the idea of doing quick 
: and good work. Four of the log 
H rollers can be under process of con- 
e struction at the same time without 

q ae i 











eS . 


are employed in the log loader de- 











partment; all skilled men under fore- 


confusion. Forty to forty-five men 
Y.. men in charge of Mr. Slocum. 
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Johnston, vice president, is his wife, the daughter 








of F. M. Roots and a woman of rare business sa- 
gacity, inherited from her father. She takes no 
active part in the business except in an advisory 
way, but is a member of the board of directors. 
W. 8S. Calder, secretary of the company, is also 
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SECTIONAL VIEW OF THE DECKER LOG LOADER. 
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The Decker Log Loader. 


The Decker log loader was an evolution from practical 
experience. Its inventor was a lumberman who had 
made a study of the log loaders in use and decided that 
in all particulars none of them met his requirements. 
Particularly did the problem of how to handle the loader 
and the cars being loaded by it appeal to him. How to 
get the cars by the loader without putting in spurs or 
without running the loader and cars to some switch was 
a question he thought of importance, and so he devised 
a steam log loader which is automobile, which carries 
within it its own track, and which can proceed with the 
loading of cars without any assistance whatever from a 
locomotive engine. 

As far as the loading mechanism proper is concerned 
there is nothing especially novel—though there is special 
efficiency—about the Decker machine. All it is neces- 
sary to say is that a boom on one end of the -loader is 
swung by power to right or left and also raised or lowered 
by power, while it carries a skidding and loading cable 
which by powerful and quick engines can be handled 
with great celerity, making possible under favorable 
circumstances the loading of upward of 200,000 feet of logs 
in ten hours, while the record of the machine for weeks 
and months together under ordinary woods’ conditions 
has ranged from 150,000 to 200,000 feet a day, with a 
crew of only four, men. 

An Anti-Collision Machine. see 

The unique feature of this machine is the arrangement 
by which it is independent of side tracks and switches. 
The side elevation outline plans given herewith show this 
feature clearly. The machine is mounted on low but very 
heavy four-wheel trucks. At the ends of the truck 


bolsters and also midway between the trucks are stand- 
ards which carry a platform on which is mounted the ma- 
chinery. Between the trucks and the platform is thus 
left an open space, through which rails are laid connecting 
by movable inclines with the railroad track. Therefore, 
a train of flat cars can be shoved by the locomotive 
entirely through the log loader. The boom end of the 
machine is toward the mill, or the direction in which the 
logs are to be taken. With the empty cars at the other 
end they are pulled through the loader by its own power 
and loaded, car after car, until a complete train is ready 
for the locomotive, which in the meantime has been 
hauling trains to the mill or engaged in other work. 

If necessary to move from one bunch of logs to another 
or to pick up scattered logs, the loader simply sets in 
motion its driving mechanism, which is connected by 
sprocket chains to both front and rear trucks, and at a 
speed of from four to six miles an hour can travel with 
empty cars from place to place. 

This ability to handle itself is one of the important 
features in connection with this loader, though, of course, 
its chief claim is the construction by which cars are put 
through it, instead of being moved around it or the loader 
shifted from car to car by main strength. This problem 
of how to get cars by the loader or the loader by the cars 
has been the difficult one with all builders of steam log 
loaders. Some have been located more or less permanently 
alongside the track, but this requires that logs from a 
wide area should be brought to that particular spot for 
loading. In other cases, the loader is moved along the 
train, resting on tracks laid on the cars or even on the 
bunks, while at last one machine has been provided with 
four heavy spuds straddling the track, so to speak, so that 












































it can be raised above the cars and allow them to pass 
under it. None of these plans, of course, have involved 
the self propelling idea. 

It will be observed that on the loading end of the 
machine on either side of the trucks are heavy spuds. 
These are raised and lowered by power. When the 
machine reaches the point where it is to load they are 
set down in five to ten seconds and the machine is ready 
for business. If the logs are extremely heavy a guy rope 
can be carried from the top of the loader to a tree or 
stump, but ordinarily the spuds are sufficient to steady 
the mechanism, and in fact on small logs are seldom 
used at all. 

For those who wish it the Decker log loader is more 
than a log loader. It is also a steam shovel and a pile 
driver. The steam shovel requires no special attach- 
ments except the shovel itself, which is attached in place 
of the skidding tongs. The pile driver, however, requires 
a separate attachment on the front end of the loader, 
but the change to either pile driver or shovel is made 
readily and quickly. Equipped with these appliances 
the operator of a logging enterprise who has a Decker 
log loader is in position to be independent of every one. 
He can drive his piling and do excavating and thus is 
likely to save in any year several times the cost of the 
additional equipment. The shovel can be used to special 
advantage in widening cuts, as it can load directly on 
to cars on the same track that the shovel stands on, in 
the same way that logs are loaded. 

With the manufacturing facilities possessed by the 
P. H. & F. M. Roots Company, the loader being manu- 
factured in a large special shop by a special force of work- 
men, the loggers of the United States can depend upon 
being able to secure this machine on reasonable notice 
and, furthermore, manufactured in first class manner. 
For prices and further particulars our readers are invited 
to address the above company at Connersville, Ind. 






























































THE DECKER LOG LOADER AS A STEAM SHOVEL AND AS A PILE DRIVER. 





Mechanical. 


IMPROVED STEAM CANT TRIP. 


One of the indispensable adjuncts to a saw mill where 
a gang sawing machine is used, provided anything like 
large capacity is wanted, is a cant trip which transfers 
cants from the live rolls to the chains or rolls leading to 
the gang. In most of these appliances, however, there is 
occasioned a slight delay from the fact that the last 
board cut off before the cant is turned down on to the 
rolls must be allowed to get out of the way before the 
cant is released. Thus the time necessary to carry 
the board the twelve or sixteen feet or other distance to 
clear the cant arms is lost, and with perhaps several 
hundred such delays in the course of a day a total of 
time is wasted which is worth saving. 

This saving is accomplished by an improved steam 
cant trip invented and manufactured by William E. Hill 
& Co., of Kalamazoo, Mich., and it has other advantages 
as well, The accompanying engraving, which is partly 
in elevation, shows the operation of this machine very 
clearly. ‘The machinery consists of a stationary steam 
cylinder, with its piston attached by forged connecting 
arms to an arm on a 3-inch drawn steel rock shaft. To 
this shaft are securely bolted the desired number of 
cant arms, which are 13 by 3 inches in size and made of 
forged steel. 

In the ordinary cant trip the arms when at rest lie 
below and between the rolls; but in this machine they 
stand in almost a perpendicular position, and the cylin- 
der, instead of having most of its work to do on its 
upward stroke, lifting the arms and the cant, in this 
Machine does it in the downward stroke and is piped 
accordingly. By arranging the cant trip in this way, 
when the last board is dropped on the rolls the operator 
steps on the tread, the cant arms instantly come down 
on top of the board and the cant is immediately dropped 
on the arms by which it is thrown toward the gang, the 
board released, the whole process being practically 
instantaneous, and the carriage is free to gig back to take 
On another log. By the old process the cant had to be 
held on the carriage until the board had run far 
enough along the rolls to clear the last cant arm. 

e arrangement of the leverage in this machine, 
Whereby its chief work is done by a pull rather than 
thrust of the piston rod, gives it much greater power 
than the ordinary machine and enables it to do some 
things out of the ordinary line. It can be operated 
either 80 as to move the cants against each other in a 
wagle tier to the gang, or so as to pile them up four and 
ne high if for any reason the gang should stop. These 
difficult effects are accomplished simply by slow or quick 
movement of the cant arms. Giving the machine steam 
slowly, the cants slide down the arm on to the rolls 
and are pushed over toward the gang; by giving steam 








quickly the arms will give the cants a slight toss, 
throwing them on top of those which have preceded. 

A steam cant trip is certain and elastic in its action 
and more economical than those run by belts and pul- 
leys. This particular machine can be set up easily in a 
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THE HILL IMPROVED STEAM CANT TRIP. 


mill and all of the number that have been put in opera- 
tion are giving full satisfaction. Details as to installa- 
tion, cost ete., together with blue prints, will be fur- 
nished on application by William E. Hilt & Co., of 
Kalamazoo, Mich., whose reputation has been built up 
in the manufacture of saw mill specialties, the most 
famous of which is the steam nigger. 





AN ESSENTIAL EXPANSION. 


The American Blower Company, of Detroit, Mich., 
manufacturer of hot blast heaters, fans, blowers, en- 
gines, dry kilns etc., expects to begin operations in the 
early spring upon extensive additions to its present 
plant. The plans contemplate a very large addition to 
the steel plate fan erecting shop. This will be of steel 
construction throughout. A new blacksmith shop, stor- 
age warehouse and power house will be erected. The 
power house will be equipped with new boilers, engines, 
dynamos, mechanical draft apparatus etc., all of the 
latest design. The entire plant will be remodeled, re- 
arranged and equipped throughout with new cranes, 
hoists etc. A commodious and well appointed wash room 
and locker will be provided for the men. When the im- 
provements shall be completed the plant will be the best 
equipped of its kind in the country. 





SHINGLE AND HEADING MACHINE IMPROVE- 
MENT. 

A good many improvements have been made of late in 
shingle and heading machines, but perhaps the one that 
is most appreciated as a factor in increasing the capacity 
of machines for this purpose is what is termed, very 
expressively, “variable feed.” 

The advantage of a variable feed device will readily 
be recognized by those familiar with machinery of this 
class. It is in a nutshell this: The device enables the 
sawyer to keep the saw itself cutting shingles or head- 
ing, as the case may be, at its fuli capacity in every 
piece of timber placed in the carriage, for the feed may 
be instantly suited to the quality of that timber and 
without loss of time to the operator. This device is be- 
ing put on its power-feed machine by the Michigan 
Iron Works, of Grand Rapids, Mich., as a regular part 
of its equipment, in addition to the other good features 
of the machine, which, in their estimation at least, seem 
to stick out all over it. There is no doubt, however, 
but what they can point them out very clearly if any- 
one interested will take the trouble to investigate. 


“FROM START TO FINISH.” 

One of the most interesting machimery catalogs that 
has come to the LUMBERMAN office in many months is 
that issued by the Giddings & Lewis Manufacturing 
Company, saw mill machinery builder of Fond du Lac, 
Wis. It is entitled “From Start to Finish” and might 
well be called a pictorial story of the saw mill. 
graphically and pictorially it is unexcelled and is par- 
ticularly useful in that the finest details are shown. 
Each important machine having place in a saw mill is 
dissected, so to speak, and each part is separately illus- 
trated by half-tone engravings. The book is also orma- 
mented with a number of engravings from photographs of 
logging operations, modern saw mills and the like. There 





34 


AMERICAN :LUMBERMAN. 


MarcH 9, 190). 





are in the catalog in addition a number of valuable tables 
which assist the mill builder. This catalog can be 
obtained by addressing the Giddings & Lewis Manufac- 
turimg Company as above. 

The Giddings & Lewis company builds mills complete, 
supplying everything that goes into them except some 
specialties, such as filing room outfits etc. Among the 
Jeading features of the Giddings & Lewis machinery are 
band mills, safety guides, circular mills, set works, head 
blocks, and dogs, carriages, offsets, steam feeds, direct 
acting or twin engine edgers, horizontal band resaw, 
trimmers, shingle bolters, slashers, drag saws, gang mills, 
log, cant and lumber transfers and conveying machinery, 
chains, sprockets, live rolls and other miscellaneous ad- 
juncts to the modern fast saw mill. 





THE UNIVERSAL HAND OIL PUMP. 


The form of oil pump illustrated by the accompanying 
cut is preferred by some users to the lever pattern, which 
was originated by the Lunkenheimer Company, of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, and has H 
been made by that 
concern for twenty 
years. The “ Uni- 
versal” hand pump 
is easy to attach, 
fill and operate and 
works wel! under 
high pressure. It 
can be made to at- 
tach either verti- 
cally or horizontal- 
ly by transposing 
plug B and shank 
A, which are inter- 
changeable. This is 
a decided improve- 
ment over other 
makes of this style of oil pump, as it permits of adapting 
the pump to meet any requirements of position, i. e., it 
can be connected into either the steam pipe or steam 
chest. As shown in the accompanying cut, it is arranged 
for vertical connection. 

The filling-hole is closed by a hinged cap which keeps 
out dust and dirt, and in addition there is a removable 
wire gauze strainer to insure clean oil. The plunger is 
well made and very durable. All parts about the pump 
are heavy, large, well constructed and not liable to get 
out of order easily. They are well designed and finished 
and present a handsome and ornamental appearance. 
Where required these pumps can be furnished with brass 
instead er body, as shown in cut. In ordering, sizes 
as specified below should be stated, as should the require- 
ment of finished brass or nickel plate. 

PRICE LIST. 





Size, number ....csesssece BA 5A 6A 8A 
Outside diameter of glass, 

IMOHEB cesccccess eevee 2% 3 8% 4% 
Hight of glass, inches...... 2% 3 A 5 
Capacity ..cccccs covsees ¥% pint % pint lpint 1 quart 
Shank pipe thread, inch.... ‘ % 


Glass body, fin’d brass, each $7.50 $8.50 $10.00 $15.00 
Glass body, nickel plated, ”’ 8.25 9.50 11.00 16.50 


Brass body, finished brass, ”’ 8.30 9.50 11.00 16.50 
Brass body, nickel plated, " 9.10 10.30 12.20 18.20 
Extra glasses, each........ 15 385 65 1.50 
Extra cork washers, per doz. 45 60 765 1.50 





THE CHAMPION AUTOMATIC BALING PRESS. 

The increasing use of shaving baling presses is evi- 
denced by the fact that numerous inquiries for the 
names and addresses of baling press manufacturers have 
lately been received by the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. One 
of the best and most popular presses on the market is the 
Champion automatic baling press, made by the Famous 
Manufacturing Company, East Chicago, Ill. It has a 
capacity of 5 to 15 tons a day and is fitted with a con- 
veyor which is so arranged that shavings are fed inter- 
mittently, the conveyor dropping a charge of shavings 
when the plunger is withdrawn and the feed hole open. 
The amount of shavings so dropped can also be varied 
at the pleasure of the operator. It will bale shavings 
densely enough to load full weight in a car; and the 
bales are tied with the ordinary bale ties. The plunger 
accommodates itself to the varying density of the ma- 
terial in the feed opening; and as the strain of pressing 
comes on to the moving parts it is continually trans- 
ferred to the frame of the press, thus saving wear on 
the moving parts of the press and requiring but little 
power to drive it. The press requires a floor space of 
about 4 x 12 feet, and is designed to take the place of 
the upright presses which require two floors to accom- 
modate them and a large number of hands to operate 
them. It makes a bale 14 x 18 inches, of variable length. 
W. E. Kelley & Co., at Portland, Me., the head of which 
firm is a well known Chicago lumberman, has within 
the past twe weeks purchased one of the Champion saw 
dust and planing mill balers; and the Enterprise Box & 
Lumber Company, of Milwaukee, Wis., now has two 
Champion presses in operation, having but recently 
added the second one. 





A CHANGE IN THE FILE BUSINESS. 


The Nicholson File Company, of Providence, R. I., 
has purchased the Arcade File Works at Anderson, Ind. 
The product of this factory has heretofore been sold 
by the Allerton-Clarke Company, of New York and 
Chicago, but with the transfer of the ownership of the 
plant this company’s connection with the business ceases 
and it recommends to its customers the continued pa- 
tronage of the Nicholson File Company in the purchase 
of Arcade files. The high standing of the Nicholson File 
Company assures its: customers careful treatment and 
prompt attention to all orders placed in its hands. 
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ALONG THE PACIFIC SLOPE. 





Association Consolidation in Washington—Tacoma to Have a Big Sash and Door Factory— 
Active Demand for Fir Car Siding—Manufacturing Expansion in Portland— 
Rumors of Redwood Consolidation in California. 
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A COAST CONVENTION. 


SEATTLE, WAsH., March 2.—The board of directors of 
the Pacific Coast Lumber Manufacturers’ Association 
met in the parlors of the Tacoma on Tuesday of this 
week, The following were present: 

James BE. Bell, Bell-Nelson Mill Company, Everett. 

K. G. Griggs, St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company, Tacoma. 

C. KE. Hill, Tacoma Mill Company, Tacoma, 

A. 8. Kerry, Kerry Mill Company, Seattle. 

C. 8. Katon, West Side Mill Company, Olympia. 

Ms . Wood, Moodyville Lands & Saw Mill Company, Moody- 
ville, B. C. 

W. C. Yoemans, Pe Ell. 

J. A. Veness, Prescott & Veness, Winlock. 

W. C. Miles, Rock Creek Lumber Company, McCormick. 

: ~ M. Warren, Lratnober- Waite Lumber Company, Clear 
ake. 

J.G. i. H. J. Miller Lumber Company, Chehalis. 

M. M. Cole, Rice Lumber Company, Everett. 

bl’. W. Charles, Stimson Mill eee Ballard. 

George H. Emerson, Northwestern Lumber Company, Ho- 
quiam, 

C. . Patten, Atlas Lumber & Shingle Company, Seattle. 

M. Stewart, Seattle Lumber Company, Seattle. 

D. J. Cain, D. J. Cain & Co., Thomwood. 

Considerable business was transacted, the most im- 
portant being action on the proposed amalgamation of 
the Southwestern Washington Lumber Manufacturers’ 
Association into the Pacific Coast Lumber Manufactur- 
ers’ Association. The former association was represented 
at the meeting by J. A. Veness, J. G. Startup, W. C. 
Miles and W. C. Yoemans. These gentlemen were entire- 
ly favorable to the movement and will so report at a 
special meeting of their association, to be held next 
week, 

A committee consisting of C. E. Hilland and George 
H. Emerson was appointed to visit the Portland lumber- 
men in conjunction with a committee to be appointed 
by the Southwestern association, for the purpose of 
inducing the Oregon lumbermen to join and co-operate 
with the Pacific coast association. 

The committee on rules for grading asked for further 
time to report. The report is to be ready for the next 
meeting. This committee is empowered also to formu- 
late prices and grades for long timbers. 

Legislative and other matters occupied the balance of 
the time of the meeting. The reports from the mills 
indicated an abundance of orders. 





NOTES FROM PUGET SOUND. 


SEATTLE, WAsH., March 2.—House bill No. 340, 
requiring railroad companies to furnish side and end 
stakes for flat cars, which was introduced in the legis- 
lature a couple of weeks ago, was sidetracked on Monday 
last by the house railroud committee. It is understood, 
however, that the railroad companies are willing to 
allow a rebate of. 500 pounds for each single car and 
1,000 pounds for each double car. 

H. W. Sayre, of the Sayre-Newton Lumber Company, 
Denver, Col., is on the sound. He says that Denver has 
taken upward of 3,000,000 feet of fir lumber so far this 
year from the mills of this state. Heretofore the busi- 
ness has been placed by the Oregon mills. 

C. F. White, of the Grays Harbor Commercial Com- 
pany, Cosmopolis, returned today from a three weeks’ 
business trip to California. 

The West Side Mill Company, Olympia, will resume 
operations next week, after a long shut down, during 
which numerous improvements to the plant were made. 

C. L. Lewis, of Markham, has leased the Simpson 
Logging Company’s shingle mill near Matlock. It has 
been idle for several months, and has a daily capacity 
of 250,000 shingles, 





NORTHERN WASHINGTON NOTES. 


Everett, WAsH., March 2.—The mill at Fairhaven 
belonging to the E. K. Wood Lumber Company, San 
Francisco, is about ready to start, having - practically 
been rebuilt. 

The Tyee Logging Company, Sedro-Woolley, has 
started its camp near that town. Logs from the Seattle 
& Northern will no longer be hauled from Anacortes 
to be dumped into salt water but will be brought down 
by the Great Northern to Everett. 

R. P. Thompson & Co., of Anacortes, are sawing on a 
large order for fir car siding for the Haskell & Barker 
Car Company. They expect to add a shingle mill to 
their ag ment in the near future. 

W. H. Welbon, formerly superintendent of the E. K. 
Wood Lumber Company at Fairhaven, is now in charge 
m3 the Seattle office of Caldwell Bros., the machinery 

ouse, 

The Seattle Lumber Company is adding a Berlin 
sander to its planing mill equipment. 

A receiver has been appointed for the Pacific Pipe & 
Lumber Company, of Seattle, which made a specialty 
of wooden stave pire, in which it had a large trade with 
the Sandwich islands and other points. 

The Rogers Mill Company, Anacortes, is getting out 
a large order for spruce box shooks to go to San Fran- 
cisco. 

S. H. Bowman, of Minneapolis, is on a brief visit to 
the sound, 

Shingle prices remain firm and buyers are ready to 
take all the stock offered. Logs are also very firm and 
mill men can net no larger profit than when both shin- 
gles and logs were on a lower scale. 
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TACOMA TRADE NOTES. 


Tacoma, Wasu., March 2.—The lumber market con- 
tinues firm and tends steadily upward. Yard stocks 
are light. There is said to be at present an especially 
strong inquiry for railroad material of all kinds, particu- 
larly heavy timbers. A number of eastern railroads 
are entering the Washington market. The Chicago & 
North-Western’s representative was in the city this 
week and the Burlington is also placing orders. Jobbers 
estimate that the total order recently placed in this 
vicinity by the Haskell-Barker Car Company, of Mich- 
igan City, Ind., will aggregate fully 1,500,000 feet. 
Among the railroads, of course, the Northern Pacific is 
the immediate stand-by of this section. Its improve- 
ments now in process of construction at Tacoma and 
still others which it has in view result in numerous 
orders. 

February cargo shipments out of Tacoma amounted 
to 2,109,612 feet, foreign, as against 1,941,034 feet in 
1900 and 1,022,550 feet in 1899, another indication that 
the foreign trade is steadily growing. Coastwise cargo 
shipments for the month aggregated 2,137,000 feet, as 
against 1,398,000 feet in 1900 and 5,309,000 feet for 
the corresponding period of 1899. 

The St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company’s monthly 
shipments are regarded by the local dealers as one of the 
best indications of the activity of the market. During 
February this company shipped by rail 2,500,000 feet of 
lumber, 22,000 lath and 5,250,000 shingles. Its cargo 
shipments for the same period to foreign ports aggre- 
gated 1,850,000 feet of lumber and 10,000 lath. Its 
local sales were 525,000 feet of lumber, 125,000 lath and 
65,000 shingles. 

Charles J. Brown, formerly general manager of the 
Wabash Screen Door Company, of Rhinelander, Wis.; 
Edward P. Brennan, 8S. M. Hutchinson and Amos Bron- 
son, all of Rhinelander, are now in Tacoma seeking a 
suitable location for a screen door factory. They have 
already inspected Spokane and Seattle and will go to 
Portland before deciding upon a location in one of these 
four cities. Mr. Brown states that he believes that the 
Pacifie coast conditions will in a short time require a 
plant of this character, consuming 5,000,000 feet of lum- 
ber a year, and that he and his companions purpose 
beginning with a capitalization of from $40,000 to 
$50,000 and increasing and expanding as business may 
warrant. 

The British steamship Palatina has finished taking 


on a part cargo of 1,500,000 feet of lumber for China, . 


consigned by the Bell-Nelson Lumber Company, of 
Everett. The balance of her cargo, also for China and 
amounting to as much more, will be taken on at Moody- 
ville. 

Major Rhulen, United States quartermaster for this 
district, today opened bids for supplying the govern- 
ment with an aggregate of over 1,000,000 feet of mis- 
cellaneous lumber for Alaska. The following firms 
tendered bids; The St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Com- 
pany, of Tacoma; the Tacoma Mill Company; the Bell- 
Nelson Lumber Company, of Everett; the Seattle Tim- 
ber Supply Company; Hamill Bros.; the Sunset Lumber 
Company, of Olympia; Bucoda Lumber Company, 
Bucoda; Kerry Mill Company, Seattle; Lewis & Crane 
Lumber Company, Everett; Stimson Mill Company, 
Seattle; the Puget Sound Mill Company, Port Gamble; 
Somerville Bros., Napavine, and Carstens & Earles, 
Seattle. ; 

Four new vessels for the Pacific coast lumber trade 
are now on the ways at the shipyards of Aberdeen. 

The carpenters’ strike that was to have begun in this 
city today will not materialize. Committees represent- 
ing the employers and the contractors and also the car- 
penters have met and agreed upon a new 8-hour schedule 
to go into immediate effect, on a mutually satisfactory 
basis otherwise. 


ALONG THE SEATTLE AND INTERNATIONAL. 


Srpro-Woottey, WAsH., March 2.—Schrewsberry & 
McLain’s mill at this place is busy sawing ties for rail- 
road construction in northern Washington. 

J. D. Day, of the Day Lumber Company, Big Lake, 
Wash., who was laid up at his home in Tacoma for 4 
week or so with the grip, is now up at the mill again. 
The mill started sawing early in February after being 
shut down six weeks in midwinter. The company 18 
enjoying a good trade in the east and locally. ‘The new 
planing mill and dry kilns, now completed, make the 
plant a complete one in every respect. 

The Parker Bros. & Hiatt Company will soon build 
a double circular saw mill in connection with its shingle 
mill at Pilchuck, for sawing fir and cedar lumber. The 
company has recently added a boiler to its steam plant, 
now having a capacity of 320-horse power. The shingle 
mill has a capacity of 300,000 shingles daily and 18 
being run to its full capacity. A new store and office 
building has recently been built, and the Seattle & Inter- 
national road will soon put in a station at Pilchuck. 
The plant now has a very up to date and busy appeal 
ance. Since the recent death of his brother, Walter, who 
formerly managed the mill operations, Joseph 
Parker, who resides in Seattle, has been spending much 
of his time at Pilchuck, looking after the manufacturing: 








Oem Gao Bad Be Ot ee 


af = m=. &© TP « 





Marcy 9, 1901. 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


35 





George K. Hiatt, his partner, is also there much of the 
time now, although having a shingle mill at Edgecomb, 
eight miles south, which requires much of his attention. 

D. J. Cain & Co. are extensive operators along the 
Seattle & International, having mills at Bothell, Sum- 
mit and Cains Spur. Associated with Mr. Cain is 
“Doc.” E. E, Lytle, who manages the Bothell plant, and 
in the office at Summit Mr. Norton takes care of the 
sales. Mr. Cain is a very busy man and is up and down 
the line between Seattle and Prairie continually. Mr. 
Cain has for years made a specialty of 24-inch shingles 
for the Pennsylvania trade, although making all grades. 





FROM THE WEBFOOT STATE. 


PORTLAND, ORE., March 2.—Inman, Poulsen & Co., 
from a very small beginning ten years ago, have built 
up a business so large that their quarters were inade- 
quate to their needs, and last week they purchased for 
$77,000 a site of thirty-two acres, a portion of which 
was already under lease to them. When the company 
was organized in 1891, a 15-year lease was secured on 
the site, but the plant was destroyed by fire a few 
years later and a short lease was taken. Business in- 
creased so rapidly that yard room was inadequate, so 
to meet the emergency and provide for future demands 
they made the recent purchase. Extensive improve- 
ments will be made in the way of dry houses and other 
facilities, and with everything in shape the plant will be 
one of the largest and best equipped in the west. The 
site has a large frontage on the Willamette river, with 
deep water right to the docks, and right in the rear is 
the main line of the Southern Pacific road, thus giving 
excellent shipping facilities by both rail and water. 

The Swedish ship Thessalus was chartered yesterday 
by the Pacific Export Lumber Company and will take 
the first full cargo of lumber for Africa to leave Port- 
land since the war broke out. The ship will carry about 
1,500,000 feet and is the first Swedish ship that ever 
came to Portland. The outlook for trade with the dark 
continent is quite bright, as there was a large amount 
of business pending when the trouble began, and as 
soon as matters shall be settled much of it will be taken 
up again. 

George H. Kelly, of the Booth-Kelly Lumber Com- 
pany, left Eugene a few days ago for an extended busi- 
ness and pleasure trip through California, Utah and 
Colorado. He will be accompanied as far as San Fran- 
cisco by E. EK. Ellsworth, who has been assistant in the 
Eugene office of the company but will now open an 
office in San Francisco as a headquarters for the Cali- 
fornia business of the firm. 

Another million-foot lumber carrier was launched last 
week at the Hitchings ship yard, Hoquiam, Wash., for 
Hind Rolph & Co., of San Francisco. The new craft 
was christened the Mahukona and is 210 feet over all, 
with 28.6 feet beam and 14.6 feet depth of hold. She is 
already under charter to load for Australia. 

H. W. Weller, of Pe Ell, Wash., will build a 20,000- 
foot mill at Pe Ell, where he owns a body of timber. 

President Wheeler, of the Nehalem Transportation 
Company, who is also the principal lumber operator of 
Tillamook county, has been so successful with his ex- 
periment of barging lumber to San Francisco that he 
has announced his intention of building two more barges 
to carry lumber between Nehalem, Tillamook and San 
Francisco. 

H. L. Goodwin, of Centralia, Wash., this week started 
operations with a small mill a few miles west of Cen- 
tralia. 

The saw mill men of Stevens county, Washington, 
met at Colville a few days ago and formed a temporary 
organization with T. C. Winslow chairman and J. C. 
Kulzer secretary. They discussed the lumber business 
in detail and adopted a temporary scale of prices, and 
also decided to hold a meeting early in March to form 
an association to be known as the Stevens County Lum- 
ber Manufacturing Company. 

J. W. Wentworth, of Bay City, Mich., and George 
Wentworth, of Chicago, are in Portland after an ex- 
tended cruise around the state in quest of timber lands. 
They already have extensive holdings in Washington and, 
contrary to the usual reports, are finding plenty of good 
timber available in this state. 

The Western Lumber Company, of this city, will sup- 
ply the spars for the new cup defender which the Her- 
reshoffs will build to beat anything which the foreigners 
send across the Atlantic. ‘The sticks will come from 
Dawson’s logging camp near Warrenton, and the con- 
tract specifies that they must be clear straight sticks 
from 60 to 80 feet in length. 

The Clatsop Mill Company, which lost its main plant 
at Astoria by fire about a week ago, has leased the 
Smith saw mill at Rainier, Ore., and will run it night 
and day, to fill uncompleted orders received before the 
Astoria mill went up in smoke. The Astoria mill will 
be rebuilt as soon as possible. 

The tug Samson on her last outward trip towed the 
barge Washougal, carrying 1,100,000 feet of lumber from 
o Columbia river to San Francisco, in a little over four 

ays, 

The schooner Occidental arrived at Portland today 
and will load a lot of lumber, box shooks and other can- 
nery supplies for Alaska. The bark Prussia will take a 
similar cargo at Astoria, and the Kate Davenport is on 
the way here to load in the same. business. 

Davenport’s big mill at Hood River, Ore., will start 
up tomorrow with a full force after a shut down of sev- 
eral weeks. The smaller mill will start up in about a 
Week or ten days. The Hood river box factory is run- 
ning on canned fruit cases and strawberry boxes. 

he government is engaged in removing a reef in 
Astoria harbor which wrecked a lumber laden vessel in 
1849. The hull of the vessel was of white oak and some 


of her timbers are still hanging to the reef. At the 
time she was wrecked lumber was selling at $150 a 
thousand in San Francisco. 





FROM THE GOLDEN GATE. 

San Francisco, Cat., March 2.—Strong rumors are 
prevalent these days about a general consolidation of 
the redwood interests of this coast and there is every 
reason to believe that, this time, success will attend 
the movement, since the men back of the negotiations 
are well backed with capital and knowledge of the red- 
wood conditions of this state. They are eastern men 
and thoroughly recognize the possibilities of the redwood 
in the markets of their districts and of the world, in 
fact. Just who they are or what measures will be 
taken is not possible to say at this writing, but there 
is every reason to believe that they mean business. 

Redwood conditions are unchanged since last report, 
although prospects are excellent for the month’s busi- 
ness, as climatic conditions throughout the state and 
the general coast have been most encouraging. Cali- 
fornia has been treated to a generous downpour of rain 
and the southern parts of the state feel especially 
thankful for the visitation. There has been an almost 
continuous drouth for the past four years and the south 
has suffered almost a panic. Now, however, lumber deal- 
ers in the south are confident of a heavy season’s trade, 
fruit growers are assured of heavy yields, while farm- 
ers will have crops which have not been exceeded during 
the last decade. Ranches will be repaired and new 
buildings erected and lumber dealers will thus profit 
by the restored activity. 

The mountain mills of the Sierras are about to com- 
mence operations and the machinery houses of this 
city have been rushed with orders for new machinery 
and for repair parts on the old. Several new mills have 
been outfitted and the sugar and California white pine 
districts will be rushing along merrily before long. There 
is more money being made in this belt than almost 
any other on the Pacific coast. A new lumber com- 
pany is about to commence operations in the sugar pine 
belt. ‘The mill will be erected where the railroad can 
run its spur tracks into the yards and kilns. The com- 
pany is being backed by capitalists of this city and the 
eastern states and offices will be located in all of the 
principal lumber centers throughout the country. 

Redwood shingles are commencing their eastward 
tour under the guidance of the Newport Wharf & Lum- 
ber Company, of Santa Ana, Cal. This concern is the 
outlet of all the principal mills of California and mil- 
lions of singles are now piled high in its yards, awaiting 
shipment. Facilities are now at hand to fill all orders, 
no matter how large, and the concerns connected with 
the Newport people are fully versed in the requirements 
of the trade all over this country. 

The Union Lumber Company, at Fort Bragg, Cal., 
is rushed with orders for the eastern trade, and this 
year promises to be the banner one of ten. Several 
important additions have been made to the plant and sev- 
eral new features will be added during the coming month 
or two. 

The Pacific Lumber Company is sending large orders 
of redwood eastward and the mill has about all it can 
do to keep up with the ever increasing orders from this 
country and abroad. With a large yard in this city 
under able management, and a mill which is second 
to none in the redwood belt, there is no reason why 
the Pacifle should not rank away at the head during 
1901. 

The Albion Lumber Company is finishing its new 
plant at Albion, in Mendocino county, and the machin- 
ery is now about in place ready for the first turning 
of the saws. Only the most modern tools have been 
installed and Manager Standish is confident that the 
mill’s output will be the equal of any on this coast. 





PACIFIC COAST NEWS NOTES. 


John Humbird, president of the White River Lum- 
ber Company, Masor, Wash., and also of the new Hum- 
bird Lumber Company, Sand Point, Idaho, came down 
from Chemainus, B. C., the first of the week, on his way 
east. He is at the head of the Victoria Lumber & Mamu- 
facturing Company at Chemainus. He was accompanied 
by E. J. Palmer, manager of the business, a former Wis- 
consin man. 

The Haskell & Barker Car Company, of Michigan 
City, Ind., has ordered 700,000 feet of Washington fir 
from Tacoma, to be used in the construction of cars. 

A tract of timber land on the Swarthout canon, in 
San Bernardino county, California, has been sold to 
J. L. Sherrin, of Riverside. The tract comprises 800 
acres and a saw mill and box factory will be erected to 
manufacture the product. 

W. J. Wagstaff, the Oshkosh lumberman, accom- 
panied by Mrs. Wagstaff, was in Tacoma Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Mr. Wagstaff was very much impressed 
with the big mountains, big trees and big mills of this 
country, it being his first visit to the west. He left 
Wednesday for Portland and California points, intend- 
ing to return to Wisconsin about March 1. 

John Queal, the well known Minneapolis line yard 
man, and W. T. Joyce, of Chicago, formerly of Clinton, 
Iowa, spent last week on the sound, leaving Saturday 
night for Portland and the south. 

W. C. Shull, of the J. & W. C. Shull Company, the 
Minneapolis line yard concern, was in Seattle and other 
sound points last week, leaving Sunday night for Cali- 
fornia. He was accompanied by Mrs, Shull. 

H. J. Miller, the Chehalis lumberman, left Wednesday 
for eastern Washington, where he has three retail lum- 
ber yards, 
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Joseph Miksak, of the Pilsen Lumber Company, this 
city, has been visiting the scene of his company’s opera- 
tions in the Duluth district during the past week. 

John A. Gauger, of John A. Gauger & Co., and John 
Sebastian, the well known Rock Island railroad official, 
are spending a few days in recreation at the springs at 
West Baden, Ind. 

Charles F. Thompson, of the Mississippi Lumber Com- 
pany, the new Chicago yellow pine concern, made a trip 
to the mill at Quitman, Miss., during the week and is 
expected to return early next week. 

James F. Lord, of the Lord & Bushnell Company, this 
city, has lately been putting in considerable time at the 
mills of the Louisiana Lumber Company at Rochelle, 
La., but is expected home within a few days. 

The Pilsen Lumber Company, of this city, has bought 
the entire cut for the season of 1901 of the Duncan- 
Brewer Lumber Company, at Duluth, Minn. The cut 
will amount to something like 30,000,000 feet and fully 
$350,000 is involved in the transaction. 

The LUMBERMAN received a pleasant call Wednesday 
from John A. Cox, of Vincennes, Ind. He tells a story 
of great activity in the lumber trade “on the banks 
of the Wabash” and of much building of houses in the 
home of “Alice, of Old Vincennes.” 


Will Hughes, one of the well known office attaches of 
the Arthur Gourley Company, this city, was taken down 
this week with an attack of typhoid fever. He was 
removed to a hospital and is being well cared for. His 
many friends are wishing for his speedy recovery. 

Moses Katz, the hardwood man of Wausau, Wis., 
was in town a day or two this week. Mr. Katz says 
that the prospects for basswood this season are excellent, 
as the quantity of logs put in this year is not heavy 
and he thinks that the lumber will bring a much better 
price soon, 

A correspondent in the east writes to inquire if we 
know of any concern in the white pine district that is 
engaged in pressing sawdust into bricks; also if there 
are any machines that are made for that purpose. 
Should any of our readers be in possession of informa- 
tion on this subject we would be thankful to hear from 
them. 


Dan G. Saunders, of Kansas City, will, with his esti- 
mable wife, celebrate their silver wedding anniversary 
on Saturday evening, March 16, at their home, 2449 For- 
est avenue, Kansas City. Dan’s many good friends in 
the lumber trade will all congratulate him on this pleas- 
urable event and hope that he may live long and con- 
tinue to prosper. 

W. P. McKee, who many middle state lumbermen 
know as formerly at Louisville, Ky., selling lumber 
products from that center, has for some time been in 
Chicago, where he is special agent for the lumber trade 
of the American Credit-Indemnity Company, of New 
York. Mr. McKee believes that the lumber trade offers 
an excellent field for this class of insurance and has many 
strong arguments to adduce in favor of it. 


Effective March 9, R. S. Davis is appointed general 
freight agent of the St. Louis Southwestern Railway 
Company of Texas, one of the departments of the Cot- 
ton Belt route, with headquarters at Tyler, Tex., in 
place of H. E. Farrell, who has been promoted to the 
position of freight traffic manager. The office of general 
freight agent of the Cotton Belt route at St. Louis is 
abolished and J. P. Park is appointed assistant general 
freight agent, with headquarters at the latter city. 

A. G. James, for many years shipping clerk for the 
wholesale firm of Perley Lowe & Co., this city, has 
accepted a similar position with the George Green Lum- 
ber Company, of Loomis and ‘Twenty-second streets. 
Mr. James is one of the most capable shippers in the 
city and would probably have retained his position with 
Perley Lowe & Co. during the term of his natural life if 
that concern had not decided to go out of the wholesale 
business on May | next. 

N. A. Mathis, who recently bought out the Kansas 
Lumber Company, of Newton, Kan., was formerly man- 
ager for W. S. Dean, at Sedgwick, that state, and after- 
wards for the Chicago Lumber Company, in the same 
town. Mr. Mathis was afterwards manager of the Chi- 
cago Lumber Company at Newton and for the past five 
years has been in charge of the business of the Newton 
Lumber Company, and in view of his long experience 
has every prospect of carrying on a successful business 
for himself. 

Hunter & Griffith, the well known retail lumber and 
coal dealers of Batavia, Ill., have just moved into a 
new location equipped with new buildings and otherwise 
thoroughly up to date. The office is a two-story build- 
ing with stone basement, 26x30 feet in size, with fur- 
nace heat, lighted by electricity, with water, hand- 
somely furnished, supplied with large vault etc. Ad- 
joining this building is a large shed 20x140 feet in 
size with ample yard room outside, the whole making 
a combination which at least indicates prosperity. 

A few weeks ago the LUMBERMAN spoke of a new 
Memphis wholesale hardwood firm, that of James L. 
Hale & Co., and of the head of that firm, James L. Hale, 
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as formerly president of the Osceola Land & Lumber 
Company, of Cairo, Ill., “in which he is still interested. 
That quoted statement was a mistake, for Mr. Hale 
advises that he is no longer connected with that com- 
pany, but confines his lumber business to the mills oper- 
ated under his own name and to the business of James 
L. Hale & Co., No. 3 Madison street, Memphis. 

W. L. Wallace, of Chicago, lumber expert in charge 
of lumber manufacturing statistics for the twelfth cen- 
sus, returned this week from a leave of absence which 
he spent in investigating the timber resources of the 
state of Chiapas, Mexico. 

Roland Erving and his bride of a month or so passed 
through Chicago this week on their return after a wed- 
ding tour of the west, to Pittsburg, where Mr. Erving 
will take up his duties as a member of the firm of Flint, 
Erving & Stoner. 

Peter Ryan and William Beith, both of Toronto, Ont., 
and both lumbermen, dropped in to the LUMBERMAN 
office on Tuesday to proclaim the lumber and timber 
trade independence of Canada. They said at first they 
felt hurt at the Dingley bill, but now they wouldn’t 
let the United States have logs if all the duty were 
taken off of lumber. Incidentally they denounced the 
policy of England in South Africa and of the United 
States in Cuba and the Philippines. They were a breezy, 
whole-souled couple of piney woods lumbermer and tonic 
as a winter blast down the Chaudiere. 

G. Fred Stevens, of Duluth, in a recent circular states 
that there is not over 40,000,000 feet of unsold stock on 
the docks in the Duluth-Superior district. He says that 
the indications lead to the belief among mill men of 
that district that there will be a shortage of from 60,- 
000,000 to 100,000,000 feet from last year’s cut, owing 
to the fact that several of the largest operators there 
have cut out their timber. Regarding lake freight rates 
he states that from present indications the rates will 
be not less than $2 nor more than $2.50, but it depends 
largely upon the action taken by the marine engineers. 

George J. Pope, of the D. 8. Pate Lumber Company, 
this city, is, with his family, spending a week or two 
at the mill operated by the company at Quitman, Ga. 

A new concern in the local lumber firmament is the 
Paxton & Lightbody Company, which recently embarked 
in the wholesale and commission lumber business at 520 
Ashland block, this city. This company is composed of 
W. G. Paxton, president, and D. Lightbody, secretary 
and treasurer. ‘The former gentleman is quite well 
known in the local trade, being a resident of Hammond, 
Ind., in which town he has heen engaged in the retail 
lumber business for some years and also has other retail 
interests at various points. Mr. Lightbody was for 
some time engaged with the Lord & Bushnell Company, 
of this city, as yard man and latterly has been with 
the Wells & French Company and the American Car 
& Foundry Company. Both are men of experience in 
the trade and besides possess a large acquaintance. They 
will conduct business in a conservative manner and are 
deserving of the patronage of the public. 

Fred J. Davenport, general salesman for William H. 
White & Co., of Boyne City, Mich., has been in Chicago 
this week in the interest of his house. He came to 
Chicago directly after a trip in the east, during which 
he sold 6,000,000 feet of hemlock to lumber dealers. 
Michigan hemlock is not a stranger in the east, but 
hitherto has been sold in cargo lots chiefly to whole- 
salers at Buffalo and Tonawanda, but probably this is the 
largest quantity ever sold in that territory on one trip 
and is particularly notable because it includes million- 
foot quantities or more to large retailers. The Pennsyl- 
vania producers might resent this intrusion into what 
has been their exclusive territory were it not that their 
supply is steadily, though slowly, decreasing, and they 
have no difficulty in maintaining prices on their stock, 
which is not produced in sufficient quantity to meet 
the demand. Mr. Davenport reports that prices were 
entirely satisfactory on the Michigan product, though 
below those of the Pennsylvania product, which was 
natural enough, owing to the experimental character 
of the purchase with some of the buyers. 





A Twentieth Century Booklet. 


The True & True Company, sash and door manufac- 
turer of Chicago, is getting out an advertising brochure 
which, like most of its advertising matter, is radically 
different from most things of this sort. In the first 
place, the shape is odd. It measures 33 by 9 inches. 
The shape will enable it to be mailed in a legal size 
envelope. The cover is of Scotch gray, printed in red 
and green, the inside being in black on white paper. 
The title page reads: “At the Head. True Doors— 
Every One a Leader. A Gallery of Celebrities.” The 
book is devoted to front doors, each page bearing an 
illustration of some prominent man or scene and a door. 
The portrait of William McKinley is above the “Presi- 
dent door,” that of Sir Wilfred Laurier above the cut 
of the “Premier door,’ that of William II above the 
“Emperor door,’ and so on. The engravings are fine 
and the printing first class. Altogether it is a very 
attractive little booklet which members of the retail 
trade are invited to send for unless, as is most likely, 
they receive a copy without application. 

PAPA 


O. & J. E. Rich, of Frankfort, Tenn., have bought 
1,332 acres of timber land in Cumberland county, that 
state, from T. J. Jett. 

G. W. Walker, of Vandalia, Ill., has bought 5,000 
acres of timber land four miles from Manchester, Tenn., 
where a stave and heading factory will be built. 





The Big Forestry and Game Show. 


The first annual exposition of the International For- 
est, Fish and Game Association, which has been in prog- 
ress in this city since Feb- 
ruary 27 and will continue 
until March 14, has been 
a notable success both as a 
show and in the interest it 
has excited. Starting out 
on the opening day with an 
aggregate of 23,000 admis- 
sions it has each day been 
visited by thousands of 
people who thus have se- 
cured a better idea of the 
wild life of the country 
than otherwise would be 
possible for the dwellers in 
cities. 

It is called a forest, fish 
and game exposition, but 
apparently the forestry 
feature is merely the set- 
ting for that which ap- 
peals to the sportsman 
and sightseer. Several hun- 
dreds of trees, ranging 
from mere saplings up to quite respectable pines 60 to 70 
feet in height, were brought from the northern woods 
to adorn the Coliseum and make an appropriate set- 
ting for the exhibits. In addition were birch and other 
deciduous trees, so that as shown in one of the views 
given herewith of the Indian tepees, one might imagine 





himself in the forest. The floor of the great coliseum 
in which the exposition is held is covered with dry oak 
leaves, and altogether the effect from a _ spectacular 
standpoint is most happy. 

The wild animals of the United States have almost a 
complete representation. There are bears of various 














sorts, moose and half a dozen varieties of deer, buffalo, 
jaguars, mountain lions, lynxes, wolves, ’possums and 
many others, occupants of the pens or cages. Beavers 
and muskrats are shown in tanks; raccoons, squirrels 
and *possums in trees. Then there is a live game fish 
exhibit, which is extremely attractive and complete. 

In addition to the animals, birds and fish, alive and 
stuffed, there is a fine collection of game pictures. One 
of them remarkably displays a great white swan, which 
we reproduce at the beginning of this article. 

There are many trade exhibits, not the least interest- 
ing of which are those indicative of the west. There are 
Navajo blankets in process of weaving, relics and curios 
from the cliff dwellers’ country. There is a magnif- 


icent painting. of the Grand canon. Perhaps most 
attractive of ali of this sort is the booth of the Pacific 
Railroad Company, in charge of William McMurray of 
San Francisco. In the center of the space is a stuffed 
tuna, the famous game fish of Cataline island. There 
are magnificent specimens of redwood and sugar pine, 
and around the walls hang pictures of the big trees 

















and redwoods of California, one of which we reproduce 
herewith. The Santa Fe route is finely represented, 
and in its province come the Grand canon, the cliff 
dwellers and many interesting features. 

Altogether the show is one to attract the sportsman, 
the lover of nature or the mere seeker after the curious. 


PB BALDAL LITT 


A second edition of the lecture by Walter B. Snow on 
“Mechanical Ventilatiom and Heating by a Forced Cir. 
culation of Warm Air” has just been issued by the B. F. 
Sturtevant Company, Boston, Mass., by whom it will 
be mailed on application. 


THE MARKETS. 


CURRENT MARKET CONDITIONS. 


The feature of the time in the building material line 
is the scarcity of stock except in those sections which 
depend upon wholesale markets where there are good 
reserves; but even those markets are feeling the effect 
of the large winter business and are apprehensive lest 
they should run short before their supplies can be re- 
plenished by new lumber. This is particularly the 





vase in white pine, though there are some wholesalers - 


still with respectable supplies who profess to believe 
that things will be easier with them as soon as naviga- 
tion opens. Such is hardly to be expected, however. 
There is less than 40,000,000 feet of lumber unsold at 
Duluth and Superior, much more than that amount 
has been contracted of the year’s cut and most other 
shipping points are practically out of the market until 
the new cut is available. The interior mills are also 
running low and are anxious to start operation as soon 
as possible. 
* * * 

The developing scarcity of white pine has led to 
a somewhat higher range of prices. There has been 
no change in the western and northwestern lists, but 
some items are frequently sold above list prices and 
there is a generally stronger feeling which makes price 
cutting less frequent and serious. There is a diminish- 
ing anxiety to move what have been called surplus 
stocks, for the mill men are pretty well convinced that 
there is, as a matter of fact, no such thing as a surplus. 
Logging all through the north country from east to 
west has been progressing well excepting in Maine, 
where too much snow has been a serious hindrance, but 
on the whole a full log crop will be secured and the 
pine, spruce and hemlock producers are congratulating 
themselves on having a full supply for this season's 
operations, or at least as full a supply as they started 
out to get. The mill men are pleased with this condi- 
tion because they believe that all the stuff they can 
turn out this year will be wanted at present prices if 
not higher ones, while some wholesalers affect to be- 
lieve that the good log crop and an active sawing sea- 
son will make margins a little better for them than 
they have been. 

* * * 

The greatest activity in lumber lines is to be seen 

the south, west of the Georgia line. East of that line, 
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where the mills are more dependent upon the eastern 
trade which is not yet booming, there is not so much 
bustle, and yet even there the shippers have about as 
much business as they can comfortably take care of. 
In the central and western south, however, stocks are 
continuing to decrease at an unusual rate. By referring 
to the table on page 12 of this it will be seen how heavy 
was the decrease during January. Practically the same 
condition has obtained from that time to this, the 
drawback of severe winter weather having been com- 
pensated for by hindrance to mill operation. 
us * * 


It is gratifying to hear that the southern timber trade 
is keeping up in full volume amd that both building and 
railroad timbers are in as active demand as at any pre- 
vious time. There has been some fear that the require- 
ment for railroad and car construction might fall off 
somewhat. Perhaps it has done so in ‘some localities, 
put on the whole it is being well maintained and im any 
event the heavier demand for building timbers will com- 
pensate. a ‘ i 

A new yellow pine price list summary which will be 
found in our St. Louis market, has been adopted and 
went into effect March 5. It is stated that this: list 
is not at all above the average selling prices of indi- 
vidual concerns, most of which had some time ago su- 
perseded the official list by quotations of their own on 
a higher average level. The advance shown by this list 
is not a marked one but rather the conservative sort of 
readjustment of prices that is warranted by the trade, 
with no apparent attempt to boom the market or to 
inflate values beyond their legitimate proportions. The 
yellow pine trade is to be congratulated on this con- 
servatism. 

* * * 

In western hemlock there is a better feeling and a 
meeting is to be held next week at which the producers 
hope to be able to steady prices and perhaps to advance 
them slightly. The recent increase in average selling 
prices of white pine has gradually widened the margin 
between the two woods and hemlock should be brought 
to a better price basis than it is now. There is alto- 
gether a better tone in the western hemlock business 
than there was a month or two ago, and the manufac- 
turers seem to feel that there is some chance for a mod- 
est profit in the year’s trade. A feature of recent 
occurrence is the sale of a large amount of hemlock 
to retailers in the east by one of the lower peninsula 
of Michigan manufacturers. Kasterm hemlock is said 
to be meeting with a little uncomfortable competition 
from North Carolina pine, which is being substituted 
to some extent for the Pennsylvania and West Virginia 
product. No effect seems to have been introduced on 
the values of hemlock, however, amd there are indica- 
tions that the present discussion of the subject is large- 
ly on the part of the wholesalers and other buyers who 
would like to purchase eastern hemlock a little cheaper. 

x * ” 

The hardwood market is a rather discouraging propo- 
sition from its monotony. Still there is on the whole 
a decided improvement, everr from week to week. Con- 
sumption is progressing in good volume amd it is having 
its effect on the wholesale market. A good many fac- 
tory consumers still have fair supplies, but more of 
them are exhausting their stocks and are beginning to 
go into the market to replenish them. There seems 
still to be a disposition to buy as sparingly as possible, 
but in the aggregate the current movement is consider- 
able. It is said that the furniture factories are buying 
more heavily than a week or two ago and so with a 
good many other lines of hardwood consumption. The 
great requirement of the year, however, is likely to be 
in the building line. If the present prospects in this 
direction are realized there will be a tremendous call 
for maple and oak flooring and for finish. In the latter 
oak and mahogany will doubtless have “the call,” with 
a certain percentage of other woods for variety. It is 
said that cherry is coming into favor, but its supply is 
80 limited that the movement cannot amount to very 


much, 
* * * 


The export trade as far as the eastern part of the 
country is concerned is somewhat in the dumps though 
there are easier freights and a somewhat more liberal 
supply of vessels, which help the exporters out to some 
extent. On the Pacific coast, however, there seems to 
be promise of almost a boom before long. The troubles 
in South Africa are not yet over, but some shipments 
have recently been made to that part of the globe and 
more orders received, indicating that as soon as the 
country is sufficiently quieted there will be a heavy 
volume of business. Undoubtedly much lumber con- 
sumption in South Africa was abandoned on account of 
the troubles, but a good deal of it must have been only 
postponed. This in itself will call for a good deal of 
lumber, while replacements and repairs must make 
business with those afflicted countries as active as trans- 
portation facilities will permit. 

* * * 


The west coast is also having a good trade in other 
directions, and China is contributing to the schedules 
of the books of the export mills. While Hawaii and 
Alaska can hardly be called foreign countries, yet they 
may be classed with them in reviewing the trade of 
the west coast. The Alaskan business seems to be get- 
ting on to a permanent basis. It is pretty well settled 
that there will be a considerable permanent population 
there which it will take several years to get comfortably 
housed, during which time there will be a steady and 


quite large demand for building material, sash and 
doors, ete. 


Northern Pine. 


Chicago. The building outlook in Chicago and through- 
out the northern and eastern states fully justifies the 
strong demand that is shown throughout the country at 
this time for lumber. The demand at the Chicago yards is 
better, according to most of the reports that are received, 
than the usual demand shown thus early in the spring. 
To this the final settlement of the strikes in the building 
trades has largely contributed; but the eagerness to invest 
money in improved real estate is also in no small measure 
responsible. There is an abundance of capital in the hands 
of small investors and they are anxious to get to work. 
No channel of investment offers the same security or holds 
out so good a prospect of returns as do building improve- 
ments, and consequently there is a greater disposition to 
turn toward building property than has before been shown 
in recent years. 

Local prices continue firm, but are not advancing to any 
appreciable extent. There is some hardening in values, 
but whatever advance is scored is on items that are 
actually scarce and in which local assortments are visibly 
demoralized. A recommended price list is in force and is 
being*sustained by most of the local firms, excepting in 
the matter of piece stuff, which is still quoted on the basis 
of $14.50. Other items are generally held at or above the 
published list. 

Recent advices from northern points indicate a much 
more active demand than was visible a year ago at this 
time. It is said that already a large proportion of the 
cut of 1901 along Lake Superior has been disposed of, 
largely to eastern purchasers. This is a matter of con- 
siderable moment to buyers in this territory, who are not 
inclined to pay the high prices asked at northern points 
but who may be forced to do so by the disposition now 
shown by eastern buyers to absorb everything in sight. 

From a manufacturing standpoint the situation is all 
that could be desired; and while the winter’s input of logs 
has been large and the summer’s output of lumber will be 
great, there are few who believe that it will be above 
the requirements of the trade, and quite a number who 
profess the belief that the season’s cut will be inadequate 
to the demand. Still there are none who contend that a 
repetition of the extraordinary boom of three years ago 
need be feared, but rather that the outlook is for a steady 
basis of values throughout the entire season. 

The number of building permits issued in Chicago last 
week was 65, involving a cost of $256,400, as against 
$34,900 for the corresponding week of 1900, $259,455 for 
the same week of 1899, $436,200 for the same week of 1898, 
$413,070 for the corresponding week of 1897 and $328,840 
for the same week of 1896. 

Matters in the lath market have been stirred up con- 
siderably of late, the demand being heavy and stocks 
apparently scarce. A local dealer who recently sent 
an order for ten cars of lath to a firm who had quoted 
him at $3.25 received in reply a telegram stating that 
the manufacturers could not furnish the stock at the 
price quoted, but if the Chicago firm wanted it, the lath 
could be shipped at $3.75. This was an advance of 50 
cents in about a week. While the price of lath may 
not reach the high figures of 1899, there is an evident 
strength to the market which is apparently justified by 
the scarcity and strong demand. 

RECEIPTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING MARCH 2. 

















LUMBER SHINGLES. 
1001 .cccce cccceeccccce cocccece PYUTITINIIT TTR TTT 23,054,000 2.511.000 
1900 .ccrcccccnce cece PPITTTe TTT eth se ccccee ++e-17,407,000 4,425 000 

TROPORED sc ccee cove ceccecccccce soccccseccces 5,647,000 
DOGTORGG 6 icccc c60k cecvsdceccescccescetecee 1,914,000 
RECEIPTS FROM JAN. 1 to MARCH 2, INCLUSIVE. 
LUMBER. SHINGLES. 
1091 .ccccccccecccccccccccs cece cece cove cccces ces 188,015: O00 25,249 000 
1900 .ccccccccccccsceccccccccoces seveceeeesecs-- +163 325,000 39,979,000 
IMCTORGO.. cocccvcccccecccccccccccs cocccces 25,188,000 
DOCFOREG 0000 cccccecosescces esceccccccceses 14,730,000 
SHIPMENTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING MARCH 2 
LUMBER. SHINGLES. 
1OO1 cccccccccccecc cece cove cccces cose secceecoccs 16,213,000 3,254 000 
1000 ccc cceccee ccce cece cscs cece cove cocees eeeeees 13,378,000 3,198 000 
INCTEASE.. cove ccccce cccccccscccsscccccceess 2,830,000 56,000 
DOCTOREG 0000 voce cove cvcces cove ceccee ceccce 
SHIPMENTS FROM JAN. 1 TO MARCH 2, INCLUSIVE. 
LUMBER, SHINGLES. 
1901 . ccc cccccccccces cece cece cece ccceccce cece 117,901,000 31,637,000 
1900 ...00 cccccccece cose cece cece cece ccce gece cece 117,753,000 32 255,000 
INCTOBSC 2. 0000 cece cccees cece cove cece vccccce 148,000 
DOCPORBC 6.000 000 cccs cece cces cece cece ccccce 618,000 
OPAL LILI LF LTA 


Minneapolis, Minn. Movement continues very heavy, 
even for the season, when large shipments are always 
anticipated. During the week retailers have purchased 
liberally, while mail orders are coming in in larger vol- 
ume than at any previous time this year and travelers 
are doing a good business. The heaviest volume of busi- 
ness is coming from points south and southwest and 
there has been such a large movement of lumber and other 


commodities into that territory within the last few weeks . 


that a car famine is reported and manufacturers are 
unable to obtain cars in sufficient numbers to move all 
the lumber that should go out at this time. Shipments 
this week have fallen off as compared with a week ago, 
and manufacturers and local jobbers attribute this to 
lack of cars in which to transport lumber. If the car 
famine should continue beyond the next two weeks it 
will result in direct losses to both retailers and jobbers. 

Business locally is also of large volume. Building per- 
mits for February, while they show a total for the month 
less than a year ago by a few thousand dollars, represent 
a large number of small dwellings, stores and smaller 
buildings in the construction of which much more lumber 
was required. Spring prospects for an active building 
season are most encouraging. Two days this week new 
business blocks to be built in the city were announced 


aggregating $150,000, and a large number of others are 
in contemplation. It is expected the building boom 
experienced last year by Minneapolis will continue 
throughout the summer. All of this result in heavily 
increased sales of white pine and this general building 
boom will be participated in by many other cities and 
towns throughout the northwest. - 

The receipts and shipments from this point for the past 
week are given as follows: 





Receipts. Shipments. 
WOO S ceicccdecuuues 435,000 ,515,000 
WR a duececcscevedes 5,000 1,320,000 
WEES cn Cetaddvitudwatex 480,000 ,545, 
ee 570,000 1,710,000 
ERE pest 420,000 870,000 
POC ie. udieinaeecetwene 390,000 1,260,000 
WN a ectsdenucesaues 2,790,000 8,220,000 
DONOR 6 dateccndaecvudews 180,000 425,000 
yy SS eee ee 2,970,000 8,645,000 
Total same week last year. .2,170,000 6,435,000 
——eererreror—nwn" 


Saginaw Valley. The wholesale market is feature- 
less. One sale of 1,000,000 feet, Canadian log run, at 
about $17, is reported, and contracts for several mil- 
lion feet have been made to be cut at other points for 
this market, the stock to be shipped here when navi- 
gation shall open. Some stock has also been bought 
at interior points and will come in by rail. The mar- 
ket is firm and the repdrt that a number of million 
feet have been sold at Duluth and Ashland has strength- 
ened this market. A Saginaw lumberman, E. H. Eddy, 
who is operating in Duluth, was down here Sunday and 
said his firm has sold 12,000,000 feet at top prices 
within the last ten days. One sale of 1,000,000 feet 
was effected by him at Saginaw on Saturday. There 
is not much pine available here for the market. Log 
run is held at $16 to $21; box lumber at $15 and nor- 
way is scarce at prices ranging at $16 above. Yard 
dealers are not crowded, yet there is something being 
done and conditions are regarded as healthy. Prices 
are firmly held and stocks are not excessive for this 
date. 





North Tonawanda, N. Y. The tone of the trade at 
this market has taken a decided change for the better 
since the expiration of last month, at which time dealers 
were doing little business as compared with the large 
proportions of operations during the preceding month, 
the most active that has been experienced in the Tona- 
wandas for several previous years. Poorer grades be- 
tween and including box and dressing are disposed of 
more readily than the better grades. If anything, in- 
quiries are brisker than at any other period this year. 
Prices hold firm, while there is a disposition on the part 
of some to make a slight advance on some grades in better 
demand. 





Buffalo, N. Y. There is an unusual amount of study 
of the western situation just now in regard to white 
pine, as is natural now that March has arrived. One 
dealer who has made the rounds of most of the mills 
reports that he did not find as much dry lumber as he 
expected to and advises all who are in need of an 
early supply to go at once and find it. He does not 
look, however, for an advance in price, but that partic- 
ular lots of lumber may not be found when the bulk 
of the spring purchases are made. Still it is not going 
to be a hard matter to get pine lumber in the west 
this year. The cut must be large and our dealers can 
wait until the new stock shall be in if necessary, as 
they mostly have some left over from last season’s 
purchase, though sales have been pretty good all win- 
ter. One dealer notes that mill men are showing all 
their customary eagerness to report sales, which does 
not indicate that there is going to be any real scarcity 
in the supply. There is no great complaint that the 
western price is so high that no profit can be made 
on purchases, though it will be necessary to buy care- 
fully, all the same. The east continues to show a dis- 
position to buy and we have the stock. 

—_eeeeee 

Boston, Mass. Stocks are reported much broken and 
white pine houses admit their inability to furnish ord- 
ers from the west with usual promptness and ease. 
This is unusual at this early date. They do not claim 
that New England requirements are responsible for 
this condition, but a widespread demand over all sec- 
tions of the country has seriously depleted if not almost 
wiped out their stocks in pile at the mills. It will be 
weeks before new stocks will be available and in the 
meantime present prices will hold without question. 





Baltimore, Md White pine continues firm and steady. 
Though no pronounced revival has yet taken place the 
market shows on the whole an excellent tone. Values 
are either very firm or slightly advanced and the upward 
tendency is almost certain to become emphatic later on. 





Philadelphia, Pa. The market continues very firm 
in the face of moderate demand. The impression pre- 
vails in conservative quarters that the figures may be 
advanced, but contingent on a brisker demand than 
there is today. Considerable receipts of southern stuff 
are reported, but it is said that the grades are not alto- 
gether satisfactory. 





Spruce. 


New York City. Northern spruce is particularly 
stiff in price. There is not much moving, it is true, 
but stocks on hand are small, which accounts in part 
for the firm tone to the market. Eastern stock, while 
not in quite such good call as the northern, is still in 
much better shape than it was a year ago. Straight 
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No. 2 is quoted at 20 to $21.50 and better, while mer- 
chantable stock may be had at 19.50 to $21, according 
to width and dressing. 
ee 

Boston, Mass. The situation remains unchanged, any 
apparent difference being in the direction of strength. 
Many wholesale dealers are asking $1 a thousand ad- 
vance and getting it for immediate delivery, but hav- 
ing in mind recent disastrous results in carrying the 
price to too high a level are holding the market in 
check as far as possible. The cut of logs this year 
for the saw mills promises to be hardly normal, and a 
steady market at a fair price is all that is wanted. 


White Cedar. 


Minneapolis, Minn. During the past few weeks prices 
have gradually been strengthening and list rates are 
firm. Quarters and halves are still scarce and handlers 
find it difficult to secure sufficient material to fill their 
orders. Other lines of white cedar are in fair supply, 
although it is reported that from present indications 
old stock will be pretty well cleaned up before this 
winter’s cut shall be placed upon the market. Shortage 
of cars on the roads running to Nebraska, Kansas and 
southwestern points has retarded the movement of cedar, 
in that direction and many orders received must be held 
for several days before shipments can be made. Tele- 
graph and telephone poles are in good demand for local 
consumption and prices are firm. 











North Tonawanda, N. Y. Trade is showing increased 
proportions, but at that dealers report the general 
amount of business no better than that experienced at 
the same season last year. Lath is perhaps showing the 
greatest activity, demand being reported in excess of the 
supply. Several dealers have already disposed of their 
supplies of lath, while those who have not are of the 
opinion that the stock on hand will be disposed of before 
the receiving season shall arrive, and then they are dis- 
posed to doubt the possibility of securing enough stock to 
satisfy what inquiries lead them to believe will be unusu- 
ally large consumption. No. 1 lath is being sold at $3.25 
and No. 2 at $2.75. These prices are considered stiff and 
somewhat in excess of those quoted several months ago. 
Railroad ties sell slowly, while posts show about the 
usual spring demand. Shingles sell slowly at uncertain 
prices, attributed to the evident increasing demand for 
red cedar shingles. 





Hardwoods. 





Chicago. Little change can be observed in the con- 
dition of the hardwood market from that noted last 
week. There is, of course, a greatly improved senti- 
ment and a better volume of demand as compared with 
a month ago, but when the market for other varieties 
of lumber is considered the status of the hardwood 
market fails to show the activity and hustle that char- 
acterize every other lumber industry. There are few 
hardwood men, however, who do not believe that within 
a few weeks, at the most, the character of the demand 
will undergo a great transformation. The building 
prospect throughout the country is so flattering that. it 
cannot fail eventually to affect every variety of hard- 
wood used for building purposes. Just at present only 
a few items are in anything like good request, but as 
these items begin to show a decadence in assortments 
and falling off in supply of dry stocks the demand will 
extend to the others, so that within a short time the 
entire list will be wanted. None, perhaps, anticipate 
a repetition of the extraordinary increase in demand 
and uplifting of price that occurred two years ago, but 
only the most pessimistic can doubt that the drift of 
events is for the better and that general buying cannot 
long be delayed. 

Just now the principal call is for red oak, and, to a 
minor degree, for white oak. This is noticeable from 
the fact that in previous years no great demand has 
been shown for plain oak thus early in the season. 
Unless all signs are without value there will be a gen- 
eral scramble for plain sawed red oak in this territory 
this spring at prices better than those now ruling. 
Buyers representing this market who have lately been 
in the south in search of stocks say that dry plain oak 
is extremely scarce and no great stocks are to be found 
at any one point of any sort of oak. Quarter sawed 
white oak is quiet but is selling fairly well at prices 
no weaker than they have been. Quarter sawed red 
oak is improving in demand and possibly may show 
some recovery within the next month or so. 

While the demand for Wisconsin basswood has been 
known to be heavier, there is nevertheless a satisfactory 
inquiry and stocks are moving off in good shape. The 
amount of winter sawed stock in the hands of manu- 
facturers is not heavy and the quality as a rule not 
any too good, for the reason that the best of the bass- 
wood logs have been sold to the veneer manufacturers 
at prices which lumbermen could not afford to pay. 
Should any scarcity be developed it will be mainly in 
firsts and seconds and to a less extent in the other 
grades. From the present outlook consumers of bass- 
wood need not fear but that there will not be sufficient 
supplies for any ordinary demand. 

White ash has shown a considerably better move- 
ment of late and stocks are not found with the readi- 
ness that was observed a few months ago. Thick dry 
lumber is in particularly good request and at excellent 
prices. However, there is quite a range in the values 


quoted, some of the southern holders of stock being evi- 
dently anxious to dispose of their holdings at a sacri- 
fice, but the majority of mill men and wholesalers are 
inclined to stand out for a better price than has been 
paid during the past several months. 

Stocks ot maple are said to be not heavy, although a 
fair amount has been cut during the winter. Manu- 
facturers, however, are sticking close to prices and do 
not purpose to have the market demoralized by the buy- 
ing element if they can help it. A meeting of the 
Michigan hardwood manufacturers was held this week 
at which the situation was gone over thoroughly and a 
most satisfactory condition of affairs was shown from 
the manufacturer’s standpoint. 

Cottonwood is again on the gain and as stocks are 
now all in strong hands there is no likelihood of lower 
values this season. 

St. Louis, Mo. The situation at the end of Feb- 
ruary was) much better than at the beginning of the 
month. Sales are larger than at that time and stocks 
in the hands of the consumers are lighter. Each day 
now brings out these two points in a more pronounced 
form and the fact that there is still a light production 
lends further optimism to the situation. 

St. Louis hardwood salesmen have been at home this 
week and take a roseate view of the situation. They 
have been through the northern country from west of 
the river as far east as New York and they say they 
have found large stocks in only isolated cases. In all 
lines of hardwood consumption factories are unusually 
active for the season and orders for their products are 
piling up on them at a very satisfactory rate. The 
best reports come from the furniture people and it 
appears that the St. Louis factories are not alone in 


the enjoyment of a heavy business. Some factories: 


carried over large stocks of lumber from last year and 
even those who had small stocks seemed to be aware of 
the fact that the wholesale yards had a good supply of 
dry lumber and have not been inclined to buy heavily. 
This condition is changing and those having lumber to 
offer receive much more consideration than was the 
case a few weeks ago. All local offices are receiving 
voluminous inquiries for lumber and it is evident it 
has now become necessary for the majority of the 
consumers to begin this year’s buying. The coming 
month promises much in the way of trade development 
and it is confidently expected that a big business will 
be transacted. 

There has been no great change in local conditions. 
Shipments are somewhat greater than they were at last 
report, while receipts are still very light. 

Local wholesalers who have been down in the south- 
ern country during the past week report the situation 
at that end of the line unchanged. Such mills as have 
a good supply of logs are in full operation, but pro- 
duction is not yet up to the normal and demand is such 
that there is no accumulation of stock at first hands. 

Some of the local people are of the opinion that the 
present fight among the box makers will result in the 
use of a greater amount of gum than heretofore. One 
dealer this week disposed of 1,000,000 feet of gum to 
box makers and he says there is a good demand also 
for furniture stock. The cottonwood people are very 
hopeful but their sales during the past month have 
been much lighter than during the same period of for- 
mer years. A large amount of cottonwood is being 
offered on the local market but few sales are con- 
summated. 

There has been improvement in the demand for quar- 
tered white oak of late, but quartered red seems still 
to be in oversupply. The yards will hardly take in the 
latter at any price but are anxious to increase their 
holdings of white. Demand for plain oak of any thick- 
ness is excellent and really shows improvement over last 
week. Three-inch white is the strong item, but what- 
ever thick red comes in finds ready purchasers. One, 
1} and 14-inch plain red is also a strong item and a num- 
ber of sales have been made. 

Ash and hickory are not in strong evidence, but there 
is a heavy inquiry for them. It is reported that mill 
stocks of these two woods are extremely light. 

The price situation has not changed of late, but there 
is more trading on present values and this is regarded 
as an upward tendency. 





New Orleans, La. There is much room for improve- 
ment, from the standpoint of the exporter, despite the 
slight increase in demand recorded last week. Move- 
ment to the other side continues at a low ebb, and 
although there are more inquiries than there have been 
recently the majority of them bear the earmarks of a 
captious market. Tonnage continues plentiful and 
ocean freight rates remarkably low. Prices are not at 
all what they should be. Advices from the interior 
are to the effect that there is little doing. 





New York City. There is not so much low grade 
quartered oak in evidence and the better stocks bring 
top notch prices more easily. For them $60 to $63 is a 
fair quotation, while plain is quoted at from $40 to $44. 
The satisfactory condition of poplar is unchanged, 
ash is also in good call at $38 to $42, while $38 to $41 
for poplar, inch 1’s and 2’s, prevails. 





Buffalo, N. Y. Confidence is increased in the hard- 
wood trade all along the line. Demand for plain red 
oak continues especially heavy and dealers say that 
they will not sell any more short of $55 for inch 
quartered white oak. It does not appear that the de- 
mand is likely to be less than it is and there is all the 
former indication of a better demand everywhere than 





there was last year. In still more expensive wood there 
is also good demand, some dealers noting a decided 
improvement of late. So, although there is not yet the 
entire confidence in general hardwoods that is expressed 
in the pine trade, there will not be any marked selling at 
prices too low to make sure of a fair profit. Stock 
is not heavy in anything in this line here and the 
report is constant from other hardwood sections that 
the supply is not large. Canada will furnish us less 
of it this year than ever before and the idea prevails 
here that more of the Michigan cut than common will 
go west. Hence our confidence. 
i 

Boston, Mass. Inquiries are rather more in evidence, 
as buyers have come to believe that nothing can be 
obtained by waiting and although the finish mills and 
manufacturing companies using this class of lumber 
have a fair stock on hand as a general thing they are 
filling the spots which show a diminishing amount with 
assurance that what is bought at the present time 
will appear well bought six months from now. Plain 
oak and both white and brown ash are in good demand, 
particularly white ash at a firm figure. Quartered oak 
shows the usual range in prices, but good stock is 
held at a firm figure and brings it. Maple and elm are 
not active, but no reason can be given why these woods 
should be sacrificed under present conditions. 


—_—e—eOeoowoee 


Baltimore, Md. The improvement continues. Ash 
has advanced of late and commands good prices, while 
oak planks are also in excellent condition, demand being 
brisk in the domestic field. Export trale still halts, 
stocks at foreign points being large and buyers disposed 
to hold out for concessions which shippers are not in a 
position to grant. 

—eerern 

Philadelphia, Pa. ‘The general tone of the market 
is good and as a rule prices are well held at recent 
values. There is a very fair demand for red oak. 
Scarcity of chestnut in all grades is noted and cherry 
continues scarce. 





Hemiock. 





Chicago. Demand for hemlock in this market and 
surrounding territory shows a perceptible gain, al- 
though there is not at the same time a heavy trade. To 
the low price at which hemlock is offered is attributed 
a good deal of its better movement; and when holders 
get tired, as some of them evidently are doing, of sell- 
ing at the current low prices, there will be a chance for 
a substantial recovery in the market. Recent advices 
from the north indicate that there is already a decid- 
edly better tone to prices at that end of the line, with a 
slight advance already assured and the prospect of a 
further advance. It is said that some of the manufac- 
turers have lately issued lists quoting piece stuff at 
$9.50 at the mill. Others are said to be holding their 
stocks higher than that, but it is not certain that much 
is being sold. Buyers here say that they are still able 
to get piece stuff in the neighborhood of $10.50 in car- 
load lots and inch lumber at about $11.50 or $11.75. It 
is announced that a meeting of manufacturers will 
be held at Milwaukee on March 12 for the purpose 
of considering the situation and taking such steps 
with regard to prices as may seem expedient at that 
time. 





Saginaw Valley. There is a firmer feeling in hem- 
lock and some inquiry is reported. <A pretty good stock 
in eastern Michigan is available for the trade, but it 
is about all for the car movement and it is the general 
opinion that prices will advance by the opening of 
spring. The cut of the mills the ensuing season will 
be much less than last year, owing to the conditions 
governing the industry last season. 

New York City. The signs have all along pointed to 
a good, healthy demand once spring weather started in, 
and prospects never appeared brighter than they do now 
in all lines and particularly for hemlock. The $15 base 
for boards is firmly held to, while at $14.50 for sizes 
there is an excellent call. Boards are scarce, especially 
No. 1, a fact which is accounted for here by the demand 
at the Pan-American Exposition. At any rate the mills 
are shipping promptly on all, orders but those which 
call for boards. : 

Buffalo, N. Y. Interest in hemlock continues, as it 
has had so much to do with the amount of other lumber 
sold of late and will still cut a pretty large figure in 
that line, even if it shall not advance any further. The 
part played in the trade by Michigan hemlock is the 
most uncertain factor in the calculation. If that cut 
shall be used to hold back the general price, as it 18 
rather expected it will, it will aid the other branches of 
the trade, though it failed to do this last year. Inch 
boards are as scarce as ever and sell above list price. 
Buffalo local dealers still complain that they can make 
little profit in hemlock. 





Philadelphia, Pa. For some unexplained reason the 
impression is abroad that hemlock prices will weaken 
rather than stiffen up with the spring demand. Whole- 
salers who deal largely in the lumber cannot sce why 
this should be, for there are no great stocks anywhere 
and the prospective demand should be able to take care 
of the offerings from the Pennsylvania and West Vir- 
ginia mills. The hemlock men affect to disregard the 
continued shipments of Virginia sap pine into this 
market, but there is no doubt that this stuff, which 
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was used to a considerable extent last season in inside 
construction will be still more largely used this year. 
There is no doubt that this lumber has made some 
encroachment on the hemlock trade, for architects have 
no objection to its use as a substitute for it. The 
demand for hemlock continues about normal. 





Poplar. 


Chicago. Demand continues excellent in this market. 
Stocks at the yards are meager and not particularly 
well assorted, as the movement has kept up incessantly 
all through the winter and the dealers have been able to 
barely more than keep their trade supplied by delivering 
direct from the car. Occasionally a dealer who has 
bought heavily and constantly can manage to accumu- 
late a few piles on his yard, but unless he keeps right 
on buying his piles are down to the foundations before 
he realizes it. This is the condition of the market at 
other centers than Chicago, and the manufacturing and 
distributing outlook for the spring trade could not well 
be improved upon. Culls are still scarcer than the other 
grades. Squares show some improvement with the ap- 
proach of the building season. 





eee 


Buffalo, N. Y. All reports agree that poplar is sell- 
ing readily and that the supply is limited. A good fea- 
ture of the situation is that yards as well as mills east 
are buying it, thus showing a confidence in its future 
value. There seems to be no difficulty in getting the 
full list price, which is $37 for inch firsts and seconds 
on cars here. As a rule, of course, comparatively lit- 
tle of the poplar that our dealers sell in the east 
comes here at all. It is shipped through from the 
mills. 


wwe 

Boston, Mass. Poplar still occupies an apparently 
unassailable position. Demand is somewhat quiet, as is 
generally the case at this season in all finished lumber, 
but no disposition to make concessions in price is ap- 
parent. The thicker lumber is never in too abundant 
supply and hardly the usual quantities are in sight 
just now. 


Baltimore, Md. Poplar maintains its position at the 
head of the list in point of activity and range of values. 
None of the mills has unsold stocks on hand and most 
of them could dispose of much more lumber if it were 
obtainable. 

nd 


Pacific Coast Woods. 


Portland. Ore. ‘The approach of spring has resulted 
in the placing of a large number of building contracts. 
Most of the mills report improvement in the demand 
for shipment east, and the water trade both coastwise 
and foreign is picking up. The latter, however, is still 
hampered by scarcity of tonnage and high freight rates. 
There is a strong market for shingles and as yet no 
signs of weakening in any direction. Box factories are 
all running full time and most of them overtime to get 
out orders for the Alaska cannery fleet as well as for the 
Columbia river salmon packers. They also have some 
good sized orders for fruit box stock for California, and 
by the time that shall be out of the way the Oregon 
and Washington fruit crop will need taking care of. 
More of the logging camps are in operation than ever 
before, but there is a ready demand for all of the out- 
put and in spite of the low prices for lumber the mar- 
ket for logs remains very firm. 

Seattle, Wash Foreign cargo demand is very good, 
but vessels continue scarce. Coastwise demand is not 
so good, on account of freight rates, which affects the 
San Francisco demand, but the call from southern Cali- 
fornia is very good and prospects in that section indi- 
cate a good trade the balance of the year. It is believed 
an understanding as to prices will be arrived at shortly 
between the Washington and Oregon manufacturers 
whereby prices for San Francisco delivery will be equal- 
ized and cutting done away with. Cargo freight rates 
are as follows: 

Sydney, 52s 6d; Melbourne or Adelaide, 60s; Port 
Pirie, 58s 9d; Fremantle, 71s3d; Geraldton, 72s 6d; 
West Coast, 658, Pisagua range; Callao direct, 65s; 
Buenos Ayres, 70s and 71s 3d; Hong Kong, 62s 6d; 
Shanghai, 65s; Kiao Chow, 703; Nagasaki, 60s; Port 
Arthur, 70s; Tientsin, 75s; Taku, 703; Newchang, 70s; 
Vladisvostock, 62s 6d; South Africa, 75@80s; United 
Kingdom, 85s. Steamers to Chinese ports, 60s, and to 
Japanese ports, 57s 6d. 

Rail trade is excellent, the mills having all they can 
do, and inquiries are brisk. Prices are stiff, and as a 
matter of fact orders are being turned down daily at 
Prices offered on the January 1 basis. The proposed 
amalgamation of the different interests into one asso- 
elation, which bids fair to go through, has already had 
& stimulating effect on prices. Colorado is a heavy 
consumer of lumber and, together with a large call for 


railroad material is making up for the loss of th 
North Dakota trade. salir ; 











Southern Pine. 





Br Louis, Mo. The past week has witnessed a marked 
ho in the volume of business and the wholesalers 
‘ y ‘ at, with the exception of scarcity of stock, there 
re Tewer disturbing features to the situation than at 





any prior time this year. Railroads west of the river 
handle the business offered with much greater ease than 
earlier in the season and few complaints are being made 
of scarcity of cars. East of the river there is also a 
very heavy business being transacted, increasing with 
each day. The chief complaint at the present time is at 
the low stocks in the hands of the mills. A recent 
inquiry sent to all of the mills brought out the informa- 
tion that stocks are badly broken and that they are 
from one to two months behind with their orders. The 
inquiry as to surplus brought the reply that there is no 
surplus in the usual acceptance of the term. It is true 
that all of the mills are better supplied with some items 
than with others, but this is so varied that there is, in 
the aggregate, a scarcity of every item on the yellow 
pine list. Twelve-inch boards were reported scarce by 
nearly everyone and many are compelled to refuse orders 
for them and a number of other items. 

The feature of the week is the meeting of the com- 
mittee on values of the Southern Lumber Manufactur- 
ers’ Association, held in this city yesterday. The fol- 
lowing advances were made in the list of January 16: 

All grades edge grain flooring.............. $1 00 
BUT GED TG ov cctedcincscncsenuaeucs 50 
All grades ceiling, partition, siding (bevel and 
drop), finish, casing and base............. 50 
Wiese GE Goeth JONG se ob nc. bode ce Beseccaue 1 00 
8 and 10-inch Nos. 1 and 2 boards, all lengths 50 
12-inch Nos. 1 and 2 boards, all lengths...... 1 25 
Fencing, dimension and timbers, all lengths.. 50 

These prices were made effective on March 5. This 
action is but the bringing of the official list up to the 
basis of present values and is, in no sense, an advance. 
Several lists are now out which quote several items 
higher than this list and the action was taken because it 
was deemed necessary. It was also recommended by 
the committee that 2}-inch face edge grain flooring be 
quoted and sold “B and better” in future. 

Those who deal in railroad material and timbers 
report that they have never seen such a strong demand 
from all sections of the country as at the present time. 
One railroad material dealer stated today that he had 
done a greater business thus far this year than during 
the whole of last year. The eastern country is buying 
heavily of building timbers and factory flooring and 
the mills have more orders than they can take care of. 
This has resulted in the figuring of bills on a much 
higher basis than the list demands and even these prices 
do not decrease the business. Locally, there are more 
large orders offered than for ten years and we are 
undoubtedly on the edge of a boom such as the city has 
never before enjoyed. Local retailers are all heavy buy- 
ers and their stocks are decreasing. Taken from any 
point of view the situation shows nothing but the great- 
est prosperity. 

Chicago. Dealers here report a slight falling off of 
demand in the Illinois district and to some extent in 
Indiana, but there is an excellent inquiry coming in 
from Ohio and Pennsylvania. At the same time there 
is a good volume of orders for the season from immedi- 
ate territory, but it is not as heavy as last month. 
Very likely this slackening is due in some degree to 
the inclement weather which has been prevailing of 
late in the sections named, as demand in other quarters 
appears to be buoyant and the prospects for future 
trade fully as good as they have been at any time this 

ear. 

7 A new list on yellow pine lumber was promulgated 
this week to go in effect March 5. An advance is made 
on edge grain flooring of $1 and on flat grain flooring 
of 50 cents. Beaded ceiling is advanced 50 cents in all 
grades and finishing lumber also goes up 50 cents. 
Eight and 10-inch No. 1 and No. 2 common boards ad- 
vanced 50 cents, while 12-inch in both grades is ad- 
vanced $1.25, showing that the extraordinary demand 
for 12-inch has practically wiped out the visible supply. 
Four and 6-inch fencing is also up 50 cents, as is 
dimension, both No. 1 and No. 2. There is likewise an 
advance of 50 cents in heavy joists and timbers. 

Dealers here say that there is a pronounced scarcity 
of 4-inch A flat grain flooring and while edge grain 
stock is also scarce it is more easily obtained than 
the flat grain. The recent heavy demand for timbers 
has strengthened values materially, but not to the ex- 
tent that is visible in ordinary yard stock. The ad- 
vance was generally anticipated and it is believed, 
owing to its modest proportions, will not result in any 
serious falling off in demand, especially now when the 
spring trade is in full sway. 

- eee 

New Orleans, La. The splendid volume of business 
continues to be all that the most exacting could ask. 
There seems to be no let up in the demand and where 
the list is being departed from it is to get better prices 
than named theréon. From mills on the Gulf & Ship 
Island railroad comes a complaint that the car shortage 
is hanging on with uncomfortable perseverance and that 
great difficulty is being experienced by manufacturers 
along that line in getting enough cars to fill orders. 
The local market is in splendid shape and the banner 
year of the trade is confidently expected. 





New York City. The situation is rather a difficult 
one to size up just now, and one or two of the big whole- 
salers are seeking outlets outside of the metropolitan 
market. There are a few inquiries, and some salesmen 
are reported to be figuring on schedules at prices even 
lower than those prevailing at the mills, Even at that 
those apparently needing the stock seem slow to buy. 
Freights are in a shade better shape. Yard schedule 
timbers are quoted at $19 to $21. 


Boston, Mass. Hard pine continued in good demand 
and improving. Prices are steady and the trade gen- 
erally is satisfied with the conditions as it finds them. 

Philadelphia, Pa. General movement is not over 
brisk and a feature of the situation is the keen bid- 
ding for the orders in sight. Local demand is slight 
but there are many inquiries out for local requirements. 
From inland points demand is better and inquiries more 
numerous. Some mills are reported to be making con- 
cessions to move their stocks. Wharf stocks have been 
well cut down on account of the arrivals by water being 
retarded through the freeze up, but at this writing sev- 
eral cargoes are in the river consigned to various 
houses. 








North Carolina Pine. 


Norfolk, Va. While shipments for the week by cargo 
have been light there has been more than the usual 
amount of business handled and indications are excellent 
for an early opening of spring trade. The snow and ° 
cold of a week ago have given place to springlike weather 
which will be taken advantage of, by loggers especially, 
as, contrary to northern ideas, the best logging is done 
in dry, snowless seasons hereabout. Stocks on hand are 
not excessive and prices are firm with an upward tend- 
ency. 

Vessels are in ample supply at $2.50 to New York 
and sound ports; $3.50 to Boston. 








Baltimore, Md. Revival of the talk about consolida- 
tion of the various milling interests has had a stimu- 
lating effect, and while negotiations do not appear to 
have made any pronounced headway of late the pros- 
pect that something may be done has helped activity. 
Values all along the line are about as strong as can be 
expected this season. While yard men and the larger 
consumers are buying only to meet immediate require- 
ments, volume of movement has perceptibly quickened 
and prices are firmly maintained. The recently reported 
increase of $1 to $1.50 a thousand still holds good. Re- 
ceipts have not been unusually large and stocks are kept 
within easily controllable proportions. 


——o—ern—rrr 


New York City. Considering the season the demand 
may be termed a very fair one. The tone of prices, too, 
is much firmer than it has been and more of an inquiry 
is noted. Freights have gone up a little, being quoted 
now at $5 from Charleston. Supplies in this market are 
no more than ample and there are no signs that con- 
servative methods will not continue to prevail. 





Boston, Mass. In spite of the fact that several large 
cargoes have arrived at this port within a short time 
the market seems abundantly able to take care of them, 
and indeed the larger part of a cargo of over 1,000,000 
feet which lately unloaded was sold before arrival. The 
better grades especially are moving freely, and for the 
rest New England was never considered to be a partic- 
ularly good market. There are no indications, at least 
at this point, that manufacturers in the south are over- 
anxious to sell, nor are reports from that section to the 
effect that stocks are accumulating. 





Philadelphia, Pa. Demand generally is about the 
average for the winter season, with the upper grades 
going best. Rough lumber moves slowly, especially box 
boards, for which there is but a limited request on 
account of the slackness in the box trade. Wharf stocks 
were not worn down during the freeze up as it was 
hoped they would be before the arrival of new cargoes, 
of which there are now a dozen or more on the way, 
some being now in the river. The tone of the market 
is scarcely as firm as could be wished. 





Cypress. 





Chicago. Those who have recently visited the south 
say that affairs at the cypress mills are in an extremely 
favorable condition, with the exception that dry stocks 
are rather short and all orders cannot be promptly filled. 
There is, however, a good accumulation of green lumber 
going on and manufacturers expect to be in shape shortly 
to care for the spring demand. Quite a number of in- 
quiries are coming in to the dealers here and furnish 
indications that the spring movement is going to be 
active in this part of the country. The inquiries cover 
everything, even including shingles. The representative 
here of the Southern Cypress Selling Company says 
that he received an inquiry this week for a car of 
cypress shingles from Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., and other 
inquiries from various quarters in this latitude. The 
demand for cypress shingles, however, is exceedingly 
heavy in the south and it is doubtful whether there is 
any surplus that can be moved into this section to ad- 
vantage. 





St. Louis, Mo. The volume of business continues to 
be fully as heavy as could be well taken care of at this 
time under prevailing conditions. Trading has not been 
wonderfully heavy, for the reason that little effort has 
been made to dispose of stock. Cypress salesmen in 
this city are all under instructions to go slow and to 
make no attempt to take care of other than the regular 
customers. The demand from all sections of the coun- 
try has been very heavy and loud are the complaints at 
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the scarcity of stock at first hands. Country trade out 
of St. Louis is heavy and there is really a constant in- 
crease in the amount of lumber disposed of at Illinois 
and Missouri points. Despite the fact that the receipts 
have been rather heavy during the past few weeks, 
there is much less lumber in the yards than is usual for 
this season, and it places all in the position of buyers. 
Upper grades are mostly desired but there is also a fair 
demand for shop. In the way of factory trading, the 
sash, door and blind factories are filled up with country 
orders and their consumption of cypress 1s heavy. 
wvyrwvyeveeee 
New Orleans, La. There has been a_ noticeable 
increase in the volume of business from Ohio and New 
York in the past week, Ohio especially, the latter state 
may now take rank with Illinois and Indiana in calling 
for plenty of cypress. The business from the west, while 
it is falling off in Texas, is holding up well and the 
prospects for a big spring trade, judging from reports 
received here, are of the brightest. The list is rigidly 
maintained. There will be a postponed meeting of the 
Southern Cypress Lumber Selling Company, Limited, on 
Thursday, but it is hardly probable that them will be 
any further talk of advances then. Indeed the chances 
are that prices will remain undisturbed for some time. 
wren 
New York City. One of the first stocks to feel the 
impetus of a promised revival in the building trade is 
cypress and its present condition is satisfactory. Quite 
an inquiry is to be noted and some stock is moving. 
Supplies are sufficient for all immediate wants and 
freights also have a healthier tone. Delivered at steamer 
dock here quotations are: 1-inch, $34.75; 14 and 14-inch, 
$35.75; 2-inch, $37.75. 
Fi i i i el 
Philadelphia, Pa. The market is in better shape 
than for any other lumber. There is a very fair de- 
mand and prices have considerably stiffened up, any- 
where from 50 cents_to $1 being procurable for the right 
stuff. There is an impression here that cypress prices 
will go higher. 





Shingles. 


Minneapolis, Minn. The market for red cedars con- 
tinues fairly active and orders are coming in freely. The 
near approach of the spring building season has brought 
in a large number of orders for immediate delivery. 
Few cars of transits are available at present but it is 
expected that within a few days a large number will be 
started from the coast mills, relieving the situation at 
this point somewhat and placing shipments on a more 
satisfactory basis. Coast mills appear to be working 
steadily and rapidly disposing of the orders booked 
earlier in the season. Values are firm and it is not 
predicted that any declines will be scheduled in the near 
future. Star A Stars are steady at $2.25 and Clears are 
quoted at $2.55 f. o. b. Minneapolis. 

Tacoma, Wash. The market continues firm. Bad 
weather in the east has tended to check orders a little 
and most of the shingle mills have commenced running. 
Local manufacturers are filled up with business, how- 
ever, at $1.45 and $1.65. A good sign is the fact that 
a number of inquiries are being received from Texas 
for the first time. There is reported to be a shortage 
of cypress shingles in Texas at present with a great 
amount of building in view. With the present rate 
some manufacturers state that it will only be a short 
time before Texas will turn away from the cypress 
product and give its trade to the mills of this section. 
Dealing further with the shingle market, a well known 
Tacoma manufacturer said on Wednesday : 

Whether market conditions will maintain present prices 
or not is a question, for I am told that some manufacturers 
are selling at a basis of $1.40 and $1.60. The Washington 
red cedar shingles control the market price of shingles in 
the United States. That I believe to be a fact. It all rests 
with the manufacturers as to whether they shall sell their 
product at good prices, or shall permit the jobbers to cut 
those prices. If the manufacturers had the backbone to ask 
for it, $1.50 and $1.75 could be had now. It is only a ques- 
tion of time, in my opinion, when the cost of production will 
increase and those prices will be had. The Washington 
manufacturer is a most susceptible individual. His shingles 
are kiln dried and must be disposed of as manufactured. 
When the market shows signs of weakness he does not shut 
down his mill and curtail the supply until the market stiff- 
ens, but, on the contrary, keeps right on producing and 
allows prices to fall. That is the only fault with the Wash- 
ington shingle manufacturer. 








Seattle, Wash. Prices on the sound are stiff in 
spite of several cut lists out, and the mills have an 
abundance of orders. There seems to be no disposition 
on the part of mill men to boom prices, although a few 
brokers are attempting to break the market by offering 
manufacturers an advance in anticipation of a later 
slump. The number of cars in transit and unsold is 
small as compared with one year ago. 

New Orleans, La. There has been a considerable de- 
crease in the number of orders for shingles, but at that it 
will be thirty days before the mills will have caught up 
to their orders. Nothing like the trade during the winter 
has ever before been known, and when the rush shall 
pick up again manufacturers hope to be in better shape 
to fill orders than they have been for many months. The 
recent advance made at the meeting of the shingle men 
of Arkansas, Texas and Louisiana, is maintained without 
trouble. Everybody is well satisfied with the outlook. 





Westlake, La. Shingles are almost an unknown arti- 
cle with local mills. One firm which owns a shingle 


mill had to buy shingles for its own use last week. 
Stocks are at low ebb and from present indications 
there will be no turn in the tide in the near future. 
Most of the mills here have taken to kiln drying their 
lower grades. Two by 4-14, 18 and 20 and 2x6-14 are 
very scarce. No. 1 common 1x12 is not to be had in 
car lots at any of the mills. In clears there is nothing 
to offer in quantity except 1x6 and 1x12. It is safe to 
say that stocks are 20 percent lower than on January 1. 





Cooperage. 





Minneapolis, Minn. Better conditions in the milling 
market have produced a slight inquiry for cooperage 
stock during the past two weeks, which, however, has 
not assumed tangible form and few sales of any magni- 
tude are reported by handlers of materials. Factories 
are pretty well supplied with contract stock and make 
no new purchases unless concessions are granted. Mich- 
igan staves are quoted at $8.25 to $8.75, while some 
handlers are not disposed to take orders on a basis of 
less than $9. Heading and patent hoops remain as 
quoted previously. Indications of future trade are not 
satisfactory and many handlers are holding their stock 
until the situation shall have become more active. It 
now seems probable that no great trade will be experi- 
enced in cooperage materials until disturbing elements 
in the milling situation shall be settled. 

Buffalo, N. Y. There is a generally lower quotation 
of slack cooperage stock, based on the prospect of an 
increased output, made pretty certain by the good 
sleighing in the producing districts. There is no sur- 
plus, however, of dry stock and little will be found 
anywhere in jobbers’ hands when the new cut shall be 
dry enough to use. Millers are getting 8-hooped flour 
barrels for 35 cents and grumbling at the price, though 
it appears to be so low that coopers are making little 
out of them. There is also an old fight among the slack 
cooperage establishments that develops in a cutting down 
of the price as often as there is much in the business. 
Dry elm flour barrel staves are jobbed at $8 to $8.25 
for No. 1; basswood heading at 6 and 64 cents; coiled 
hoops at $8 and $8.50 for 6-foot. The Pan-American 
activity has started a boom in beer barrel stock, staves 
selling for $60 and $63 for halves and $45 for quarters. 








Advertisements will be inserted in this department 
at the following rates: 


For one week, - * - 26 cents a line. 
For two weeks, « - ~ - 46 cents a line. 
For three weeks, ~ - - 60 cents a line. 
For four weeks, - - - - 76 cents a line. 


Nine words of ordinary length make one line. 
Heading counts as two lines. 
No display except the headings can be admitted. 


Remittances to accompany the order. No extra 
charge for copies of paper containing advertisement. r 
Copy must be in this office not later than Thursday ‘ 
n.orning to secure insertion in Saturday’s paper. ‘ 


| Wanted:Employees 


WANTED—OFFICE MAN 
Familiar with general office work and some knowledge of 
typewriting. Young German preferred. 
Address “K. F. §8.,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 


WANTED—SALESMAN. 

Commission or salary; having established trade in south- 
ern New York, eastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey, for 
Winconsin white pine, North Carolina, and Long Leaf Yel- 
low pine. Good permanent position for right party. 

Address “NEW YORK,” care AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED—AN EXPERT GANG FILER. 

We want a first-class gang filer for a 40-inch Wickes gang 
that is kept full of logs. We use 8-inch, 14 gauge saws 
and can not stand a set of more than 5-32. Unless you are 
a first-class man do not apply. State wages expected and 
give references. Three first-class setters for steam feed 
carriages also wanted. Address 

“LAKE SUPERIOR,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN,. 


WANTED-COMPETENT HARDWOOD BUYER 
Familiar with Nashville and Memphis territory. Give ex- 
perience and references. Address 

“B. 47,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN,. 


WANTED—BAND RESAW FILER, 
Up to date. Must take care of two machines; give refer- 
ences to ability, habits, ete. Apply 
EDWIN 8S. HARTWELL LUMBER CO., 
1324 Elston Ave., Chicago, II. 


WANTED SUPERINTENDENT. 

An experienced man in sash, door and interior finish fac- 
tory in Chicago, doing mostly special and odd work. Must 
be well posted on machinery and able to handle men to 
advantage. Good position to the right party. 

Address, “Y. 7,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 























WANTED—A BRIGHT, ACTIVE YOUNG MAN. 
Good address, accurate and reasonably rapid in figures; one 
who has had some experience in sash and door business pre- 
ferred. If can use typewriter well, would be to his advan- 
tage. Address in own hand writing, stating age, experience, 
salary wanted, etc. No need to apply unless in want of a 
steady place and willing to go out of the city. Address 

“Y. 9,”’ care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED-—ASSISTANT BOOKKEEPER 
And stenographer; young man with experience in lumber, 
sash and door business. Must be accurate, a good and rapid 
penman. Address “T. C. M.,”’ care AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 


WANTED-—ESTIMATOR. 

A person thoroughly familiar with the estimating of mill 
work of every kind; one who has had experience at the 
Mississippi river or west of there preferred. Address, stat- 
ing experience, references and salary wanted. 

“H. O. H.,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 


TO RELIABLE STRAIGHTFORWARD HUSTLER 
Able to control cut of good white pine mill for eastern mar- 
kets, we would furnish necessary funds to pay cash for 
stock, on a mutually satisfactory division of profits. 

Address “WHITE PINE,” care AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 


WANTED -PLANING MILL FOREMAN. 

We want an up-to-date planing mill foreman; one who 
can take work from plans and detail and bill in mill, and 
who can handle men in first-class style; no one need apply 
only first-class man. 

Address “M. R. B.,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 


WANTED-—A TRAVELING SALESMAN 
For Illinois, also one for Indiana, who is thoroughly posted 
on Chicago grades of lumber. State in application for whom 
and where you have traveled. 
Address “H. E. L.,” care of AMPRICAN LUMBERMAN, 


WANTED—MAN CONMIPETENT TO MANAGE 
And develop a wholesale hardwood jobbing business. Must 
be a thorough practical lumberman, acquainted with source 
of supply and demand for Ohio trade and able to take entire 
charge of business. Would give share of profit to right man, 

Address BOX 123, N. Tonawanda, N. Y. 


WANTED-—ESTIMATOR 
For lumber and mill work, a resident of Pittsburg preferred, 
and who has had experience in this line. Must be fully com- 
petent to take full charge of this department. Best of ref- 
erences required with reply 
2. J. MUNHALL LUMBER CO., 
South 22nd St. and Wharton, Pittsburg, Pa. 


YARDMAN FOR PITTSBURG YARD. 
Familiar with building lumber and hardwoods and who is 
competent to manage men. I[xperienced persons only need 
apply with references, stating salary expected. 

R. J. MUNHALL LUMBER CO., Pittsburg, Pa. 


WANTED-—ASSISTANT ESTIMATOR, 
Chicago sash and door jobber, country trade. Familiar with 
price list, invoicing, etc., no plan work. Capable in corre- 
spondence. 

Address “JOBBER,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED. 
Young man well acquainted with southern mills to pur- 
chase stocks in quantity for established company. Write 
giving experience, reference and compensation desired. 
ress “N. 37,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED-—SALESNAN AND ESTIMATOR 
For sash and door factory with large line of special work. 
Address “N. 23,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED—PLANING MILL FOREMAN 
For eee yellow pine mill. 
Address “N. 27,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 
































WANTED—TOOL MAKER AND ENGINEER. 
Competent to do light smithing and fashion small tools such 
as machine knives and irregular knives and handle machine 
lathe, shaper and drill. Must be able to take full charge of 
one hundred horse power engine and keep same in repair. 
To right man will pay good salary and steady employment. 
Location middle south. 

ddress “OAKS,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED—A LUMBER SALESMAN 
Of experience to travel in Illinois and Indiana to represent 
a good manufacturing plant in the sale of yellow pine. Ad- 
dress with references and name salary expected 
“J. W. D.,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED—A YOUNG MAN 
Experienced in the lumber business, to take charge of our 
hardwood flooring department. Must be a good correspond- 
ent. Address “R, 18,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 


WANTED—AN ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 
In sash, door and variety factory. Must be first class and able 
to make drawings and details. 

BLUFF CITY LUMBER CO., Pine Bluff, Ark. 


[_ Wanted: Employment | 


WANTED-—POSITION AS MANAGER 

Of plant or sales department of a good responsible concern 

manufacturing or handling poplar and oak. Have had sev- 

eral years’ experience and thorough knowledge of manufac- 

turing, selling and wants of the trade in general. Address 
“HARDWOOD LUMBER,” care AMPRICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED-—POSITION 
By experienced band saw filer; sober and reliable. 
ddress “C. C. 47,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


A MAN OF 33 DESIRES TO ENGAGE 
With some good lumber firm as general office man; has 14 
years’ experience; best of reference, and understands lum- 
ber business from stump to market. Also would invest with 
right parties. Address, 

ACCOUNTANT, care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED—POSITION 
By a No. 1 sawyer with all the necessary experience for any 
size mill, band or circular. Understands sawing yellow pine 
for export. Address 
“M. R. 37,” care of AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 
ee 























WANTED—FOREMAN 
In sash and door factory. A thorough and up-to-date man, 
capable of estimating from architect’s plans, stair work, 
store fixtures, etc. Must be able to make drawings and de- 
tails. Address “T. C, M.,” care AMpRICAN LUMBERMAN, 


BAND SAW FILER WANTS POSITION 
In northern pine or hardwood mill; good reference ; satisfac: 
tion guaranteed ; a permanent position wanted more than ba 
high salary. Give full particulars. Address 
“BAND 2,” care of AMBRICAN LUMBERMAN, 
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